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By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer

pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

An agreement that could bring Den-
ton Enterprise Airport its second “ser-
vice station” got pulled from the City 
Council consent agenda at the last min-
ute this week.

City staff said the sublease will come 
back in early June along with other 
documents that are part of the deal, in 
order to be fully transparent about the 
agreements the city is making. But the 
owners of the current service station 

— known in airport parlance as a fixed-
base operator — worry that the city is 
playing favorites.

Mike Sykes, CEO with U.S. Avia-
tion Academy and U.S. Jet Center, said 
he reached out to individual council 
members about his concerns. Current-
ly, his company, U.S. Jet Center, is the 
only service station at the airport. Sykes 
said he knows that competition is part 
of business, but the city appears to be 
bending over backward to create the 
competition.

“They need to stick to the rules,” 

Sykes said.
U.S. Jet has been the only service 

center at the airport since Business 
Air shuttered in 2017. Sykes and U.S. 
Aviation bought out Business Air 
back then.

Scott Gray, the airport manager, 
said U.S. Aviation is the airport’s larg-
est tenant, owning most of the airport’s 
hangar space and nearly all the “apron,” 
the part of the airport where planes can 
motor around and park.

By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

No cars ripped across the Texas 
Motor Speedway Thursday evening, 
replaced instead by snaking lines of 
red-robed teens in their final mo-
ments as high schoolers.

Ryan High School’s graduation 
ceremony was the ninth held in the 
NASCAR arena this week, but it was 
the first Denton ISD school so far.

Fred Moore, Braswell, Guyer and 
Denton high schools will follow with 
ceremonies of their own on Friday. In 
total, 32 local high schools will have 
conducted similar ceremonies by May 
31 — less than one week away from 
the IndyCar season opener on June 6.

The ceremonies are the school 
district’s way of having commence-
ment in person during a time when 
large gatherings are an increasing 
rarity the world over.

Parents, family and friends were 
parked in the arena’s in-field, where 
they could watch the proceedings 
from the 12-story, 218-foot-wide TV 
dubbed “Big Hoss.” Stadium speak-
ers blasted speakers’ voices across 
sections of the arena, and those out 
of earshot could tune in via radio 
station 97.7.

Ryan High students wore masks 
cast in school colors and embla-
zoned with its logo. They took their 

seats, which were appropriately 
spread out, across the track itself be-
fore accepting their diplomas on the 
start/finish line.

Other than those three differ-
ences — venue, masks and social 
distancing — the ceremony and its 
participants felt far more familiar 
than most aspects of daily life for the 
past couple months.

A walk to remember

Ryan High School students’ graduation looked a little different this year

Jeff Woo/DRC

Students take their seats before they receive their diplomas Thursday during the Ryan High School graduation ceremony at the Texas 

Motor Speedway in Fort Worth.

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

The Denton Community Market 
won’t have live music or kids’ activities 
on its opening day Saturday, but mar-
ket-goers can still enjoy locally-sourced 
food from about 20 vendors — all while 
staying six feet apart.

The community market typical-
ly runs from April to November each 
year, but the board announced in mid-
March that opening day would be de-
layed until further notice. A virtual 
community market was then set up, 
promoting vendors on social media 
who were fulfilling orders.

Opening day was announced for 
May 23 with a note for visitors to follow 
COVID-19 prevention guidelines.

“It’s a food and farm market [only] 
for the opening day,” said Vicki Oppen-
heim, the board of directors president 
for the market. “We came up with a 
plan that Denton County [officials] 
approved for us to open under the 
COVID environment … We hope to ex-
pand over the next coming weeks with 
additional vendors as we test out the 
COVID protocols.”

Rather than opening with the usual 
80 to 100 vendors, Oppenheim said the 
market would have about 20 food-only 
vendors — including dog food for visi-
tors’ furry friends.

“We’re requiring vendors to wear 
[face masks] and use gloves and have 
hand sanitizer available, minimizing 
any direct interaction with customers 

By Ryan Higgs
Staff Writer

rhiggs@dentonrc.com

For the first time in two months, 
Denton residents will be able to attend 
entertainment venues such as bars and 
bowling alleys, as the next round of 
commerce reopens statewide on Friday.

After being closed for an extended 
duration and without much word prior 
to Monday, some businesses are decid-
ing against opening right now, citing 
last-minute refining.

At Harvest House, the bar and mu-
sic venue will not reopen on Friday, in-

stead holding off until final measures 
are in place, owner John Lenz said. 
Many of those measures, such as hours 
of operation and a date of reopening, 
have not been decided yet, but he said 
the bar might reopen next week.

Some aspects, though, will not im-
mediately return upon reopening, he 
added.

“Live music will come back, but we 
do not have a timeline as to when,” Lenz 
said, adding that would be determined 
at a later date.

On Monday, Gov. Greg Abbott an-
nounced the next wave of businesses to 

reopen including bars, bowling alleys, 
bingo halls, simulcasting, skating rinks, 
rodeo and equestrian events, in addi-
tion to zoos, aquariums and natural 
caverns. While each business is limited 
to 25% of total occupancy, others, like 
restaurants, are authorized to reopen to 
50%.

As part of the minimum health 
protocols of reopening, bars will be re-
quired to remove or block off bar stools, 
so customers are unable to sit nor or-
der at the bar itself, according to the 

Next round of reopenings set for 
Friday; some holding off for now

Jeff Woo/DRC

East Side Denton staff members prepare for reopening Thursday by mov-

ing tables and measuring how far they are apart in order for customers 

to maintain safe distances from each other.See BUSINESS on 5A

Competing for customers 
could return to local airport

Jeff Woo/DRC

Lead line technician James Rodriguez fuels an airplane Wednesday at 

U.S. Jet Center at Denton Enterprise Airport. U.S. Jet Center officials are 

questioning the city’s talks with a new tenant at the airport.See AIRPORT on 5A

Market 
opens with 
changes 
Saturday
There will be new rules, 
as well as no live music 
and no kids’ activities

See MARKET on 5ASee GRADUATION on 5A


