TUESDAY
IN DENTON

LOW

Argyle, Sanger
get victories in
bi-district round
Sports, 7A

HIGH

49 60
Cooler, showers
possible / Weather, 2A

Report: Man
follows shopper,
touching himself
Blotter, 2A

Tuesday, November 2, 2021 || Denton, Texas || Vol. 118, No. 92 || DentonRC.com

11 pages, 2 sections || $1.50

Proposal would adjust
commissioner precincts
New maps shift areas
to balance numbers;
Dems concerned about
competitive Precinct 2
By Justin Grass
Staff Writer
jgrass@dentonrc.com

Denton County officials have released proposals for redrawn commissioner precincts, giving residents until
Nov. 9 to weigh in on the new maps.
Here’s a look at the changes.
The county publicly kicked off its
redistricting process last Tuesday and
released two maps Thursday, one for
commissioner precincts and one for
justice of the peace and constable precincts. Although commissioners plan
to approve the maps at next Tuesday’s

county meeting, the map for individual
voter precincts will not be released until
later this year.

Precinct 1
Precinct 1, which encompasses Frisco and the growing U.S. Highway 380
Corridor, is set to gain multiple voter
precincts in north Denton and between
Frisco and Little Elm. In the 2018 election for county judge — which does not
perfectly align with the election results
for each commissioner precinct — all
but one of the incoming voter precincts
went to Democratic candidate Diana
Leggett.
Precinct 1 will be losing several voter
precincts near Corinth, Shady Shores,
Oak Point, south of Denton and south
of Frisco. The vast majority of those
went to Republican victor Andy Eads.
The precinct saw controversy under

former Commissioner Hugh Coleman,
who led an effort to redistrict in 2019
before the release of the census. He
argued his precinct was growing and
being stretched too thin on resources,
but eventually withdrew his proposal
amidst public opposition and warnings
of legal consequences.
The seat now belongs to Ryan Williams, who started his term in January
after defeating Coleman in last year’s
Republican primary.
“This is my first redistricting process, and it is very important,” Williams
said via email Monday. “We need to create maps that are fair and lawful, and
make sense from a geographical and
population standpoint to allow each of
us to provide amazing customer service
to our constituents.”
See REDISTRICTING on 5A
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A map shows Denton County’s proposal for the redistricting of its four
commissioner precincts.

Local to be
sentenced
for Jan. 6
actions

Lively Day of the Dead

Prosecutors say real
estate agent should get
60 days and $500 fine
By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer
zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

Jenna Ryan, one of the alleged U.S.
Capitol rioters from Denton County,
and one of the first locals to plead not
guilty, will be sentenced Thursday for
her actions on Jan. 6 in Washington,
D.C.
Ryan took a plane from Denton
with a group to attend then-President
Donald Trump’s rally on Jan. 6, the day
Congress gathered to count electoral
votes to formalize Joe Biden’s presidential victory. She broadcast the riot
on social media throughout the day, according to court records.
She initially pleaded not guilty in
See RYAN on 5A

UNT military
history talks
will focus on
Vietnam War

Al Key/DRC

Dancers entertain the crowd during the University of North Texas’ Día de los Muertos celebration at the mall outside Willis Library on Monday.
The University Program Council, UNT Multicultural Center, Sigma Lambda Beta and ÚNeTe presented the event, which featured a performance
by Folxlórico.

Court hints it may allow
challenge to Texas law

By Priya Leal
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

Most of Supreme Court
seems inclined to allow
abortion providers’ case
By Adam Liptak
The New York Times Company

WASHINGTON — After almost
three hours of lively arguments Monday at the Supreme Court, a majority
of the justices seemed inclined to allow
abortion providers — but perhaps not
the Biden administration — to pursue
a federal court challenge to a Texas law
that has sharply curtailed abortions in
the state.
That would represent an important
shift from a 5-4 ruling in September
that allowed the law to go into effect.

7

.

●

83197

.

.

.

00020

.

.

.

.

5

Justices Brett Kavanaugh and Amy Coney Barrett, who were in the majority in
that ruling, asked questions suggesting
that they thought the novel structure of
the Texas law justified allowing the providers to challenge it.
Kavanaugh said that permitting
a challenge might amount to closing
a loophole. Barrett said the law was
structured to prevent the providers
from presenting a “full constitutional
defense.”
A decision to allow a challenge
would not conclude the case or address whether the law itself is constitutional. Instead, it would return the
case to lower federal courts for further
See COURT on 5A
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Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton speaks outside the Supreme Court in
Washington on Monday. The Supreme Court heard arguments on Monday in challenges to a Texas law that has sharply curtailed abortions in
the state.
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The University of North Texas Military History Center’s Hurley Seminar
this weekend will focus on the Vietnam War, about 50 years after the U.S.
decided to begin withdrawing troops
from Vietnam.
“Conventional War or Insurgency:
The Strategy and Tactics of the Vietnam War” is the theme of the center’s
38th annual conference, which begins at
8:30 a.m. Saturday at the UNT Union.
Topics in past seminars have included
various aspects of World War II, the U.S
Civil War, the future of war and more.
“People should attend the seminars because military events or wars
profoundly affect our lives,” said Al
See WAR on 3A
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