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Parents cheered as they 
watched their children’s routines 
on the mat, vault, bars and beam 
Saturday at the National Judges 
Cup. More than 900 gymnasts are 
competing this weekend in the 
event at the Embassy Suites by 
Hilton Denton Convention Center.

The National Judges Cup is the 
longest-running traveling annual 
invitational in the country and is 

the annual fundraising invitational 
benefiting the National Association 
of Women’s Gymnastics Judges.

The competition location 
changes city each year. Denton, 
more specifically, Denton-based 
Achievers Gymnastics, was select-
ed to host the cup because the 
organizers of the gymnastics event 
know the gym’s reputation.

Frank Kudlac, the head coach 
and director of operations at 

By Joseph Morton, Todd J. 
Gillman and Rebekah Alvey

The Dallas Morning News

WASHINGTON — Republicans 
elected Kevin McCarthy the speak-
er of the House early Saturday, 
ending an embarrassing stalemate 
and the longest contested speak-
er’s race since 1856.

The slim victory on the 15th 
ballot came after four days of 

horse-trading and arm-twisting, 
and an evening of pandemonium 
and acrimony.

“That was easy, huh?” he 
quipped in a victory speech. “And 
now, the hard work begins.... I hope 
one thing is clear after this week: I 
never give up.”

Finally at 1:40 a.m., McCarthy 
took the oath of office. Moments 
later, he swore in the rest of the 

House members.
Fifteen GOP holdouts — includ-

ing three from Texas — relented 
during the day Friday and deliv-
ered their votes to McCarthy as he 
offered more and more conces-
sions. Six others abstained in the 
final round.

The House gave an ovation as 
McCarthy hit the magic target. 
Thanks to the abstentions, he got 

one more vote than he needed: 
216. That was also his tally in the 
previous round, but that was one 
short because four holdouts had 
cast votes for someone else.

As that 14th ballot started, the 
Republican leader and his allies 
had appeared confident enough 
of the remaining holdouts would 
either support him or at least vote 
“present.”

McCarthy had summoned two 
supporters back to Washington to 
provide crucial votes.

One was Houston’s Wesley 
Hunt, whose wife gave birth pre-
maturely early this week. McCarthy 
embraced him as the Texan cast 
his vote after the House recon-
vened at 10 p.m. Friday.

FINAL SUNDAY: SATURDAY-SUNDAY, JANUARY 7-8, 2023

Vol. 119, No. 159  ||  DentonRC.com  ||  Denton, Texas

Girls and boys high school 
basketball roundups
District play is now officially underway 
for every Denton-area girls basketball 
team after Friday’s games. 
>> Sports, 11A, 12A

Father accused of 
capital murder
A man is in custody after his 
9-year-old son was fatally stabbed 
in McKinney on Friday afternoon. 
>> State, 2A
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Gymnasts in 
Denton for 
competition

McCarthy elected speaker of the House on 15th ballot

See SPEAKER on 6A
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ABOVE: The floor exercise drew a crowd Saturday at the National Judges Cup gymnastics competition in Denton.
BELOW: A competitor goes through her routine on the bars.

UNT struggles 
against Middle 
Tennessee
>> Sports, 11A

See EVENT on 6A


