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By Amber Gaudet
Staff Writer
agaudet@dentonrc.com

Denton County Brewing Co. 
was named the Small Business of 
the Year during the Denton Cham-
ber of Commerce’s first standalone 
Small Business Awards Luncheon 
on Thursday.

The awards ceremony typically 
takes place during the chamber’s 
annual banquet, which was held 
virtually in September, said Shaina 

Thomas, the chamber’s director of 
events and member services. But 
because this is the chamber’s first 
year celebrating National Small 
Business Week — during the first 
week of June — the organization de-
cided to move the awards ceremony.

DCBC owner Seth Morgan re-
ceived a standing ovation as he ap-
proached the podium to take home 
the ceremony’s most coveted hon-
or. The Small Business of the Year 
Award goes to a chamber member 

and for-profit business that offers 
high-quality products or services, 
exhibits strong employee relations 
and demonstrates leadership in an 
industry, among other accomplish-
ments.

Verus Commercial owner Greg 
Johnson, who introduced the 
award, acknowledged the brewery 
for its dedication to Denton and its 
efforts to help employees and local 
residents during the COVID-19 
pandemic and the winter storm in 

February.
Morgan said passion for the com-

munity has always been at the heart 
of Denton County Brewing Co.

“When you start a business … you 
do it because you have a passion, you 
have something you want to follow, 
and you do it for your community,” 
Morgan said during his acceptance 
speech. “It is about the beer, but it’s 
not about the beer — we wanted to 

‘It’s not about the beer’

Brewery honored for caring for community as part of chamber’s Small Business Awards
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Seth Morgan, owner of Denton County Brewing Co., accepts the Small Business of the Year Award during the Denton Chamber of Com-

merce’s Small Business Awards Luncheon on Thursday. “When you start a business … you do it because you have a passion, you have 

something you want to follow, and you do it for your community,” Morgan said.

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer
zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

A former Tarrant County sheriff ’s 
deputy accused of killing his girlfriend 
in a Denton home last year has been re-
leased on bail after the 
amount was lowered 
from its original $1.15 
million amount.

Jay Allen Rotter 
was a Tarrant sheriff ’s 
deputy living in Den-
ton when he allegedly 
killed his girlfriend 
Leslie Hartman on 
Aug. 26. He original-
ly reported her death as a suicide, but 
Denton police determined her death 
was a homicide, according to records.

Rotter was arrested on Sept. 14 in 
connection with Hartman’s death and 
was confined to the Denton County Jail 
until he bailed out on June 2. The order 
lowering Rotter’s bail to $770,000 was 
filed March 4.

According to court documents, Rot-
ter and his family weren’t able to raise 
enough money to pay the minimum 
amount for his $1.15 million bail. Rot-
ter’s attorney argued in January that 
amount was unreasonable and that he 
was being unlawfully restrained at the 
jail.

“Said restraint is illegal because the 
Defendant is entitled to a reasonable 
bond under the statutory and constitu-
tional provisions set out above,” states 
the writ of habeas corpus and writ for 

With bail 
lowered, 
ex-deputy 
out of jail
Defense argues $1.15M 
bail was unreasonable 
in Denton murder case
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By Paul Bryant
Staff Writer
paul.bryant@dentonrc.com

The Bonnie Brae Substation is anti-
quated and will be demolished in a few 
years in favor of a new one nearby, and 
that’s good because it’s an eyesore for 

the community, city 
officials said.

“It was construct-
ed under different 
design standards than 
we have now,” said 
Tony Puente, Den-
ton’s executive direc-
tor of utilities. “It was 
built in the 1960s and 

is very dangerous for our staff. It could 
also become a safety concern for our 
citizens.”

Underground work for the planned 
construction of the Hickory Substa-
tion — across from the old substation 
on Bonnie Brae Street — is scheduled 
to be complete within six months. The 
total Hickory Street project will cost 
the city $29 million. Denton Municipal 
Electric’s new facility is being built in 
a neighborhood filled with numerous 
apartments and renters near the Uni-
versity of North Texas.

Time to raze ‘dangerous’ 
substation, officials say
City plans to replace 
DME’s Bonnie Brae 
facility with new one
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Denton’s Bonnie Brae Substation, on Bonnie Brae Street between Hickory 

and Oak streets, dates back to the 1960s. The planned Hickory Substa-

tion, to be built across the street, will replace it.
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By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer
marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Jeana Wesson, a Guyer High School 
chemistry teacher until 2019, plead-
ed guilty in district court Thursday to 
having had an improper relationship 
between an educator and student.

Wesson, 48, was sentenced to 10 
years of deferred probation and a 
$1,000 fine.

Under those terms, she must report 
to the Community Supervision and 
Corrections Department of Denton 
at least once a month, break no other 

laws, avoid illegal drugs and CBD and 
surrender her teacher’s license.

The State Board of Educator Certifi-
cation was investigating possible sanc-
tions against her in July 2019, and she 
voluntarily surrendered her teaching 
licenses the following year.

Educators can opt to surrender their 
licenses in lieu of disciplinary proceed-
ings, according to the state board’s web-
site.

She also isn’t allowed entry to any 
Denton ISD property in any manner 
for any reason.

Because the crime was a second-de-

gree felony, Wesson 
could have been sen-
tenced to a maximum 
of 20 years in prison 
and a fine of $10,000.

Wesson, then 44 
years old, performed 
oral sex on a 17-year-
old male student 
in her classroom at 

Guyer sometime around May 15, 2017, 
according to court records obtained by 
the Denton Record-Chronicle.

The incident took place less than 
three weeks before the end of the stu-

dent’s senior year during the last in-
structional block of the day, when Wes-
son didn’t have a class.

The Record-Chronicle does not pub-
lish the names of victims in these cir-
cumstances.

The 17-year-old, now graduated, 
told someone about the interaction, 
and that person subsequently informed 
the Denton Police Department by Dec. 
5, 2018, according to Wesson’s arrest 
affidavit.

Officers learned through interviews 
with the student and teacher that Wes-
son had been his chemistry teacher his 

sophomore year of high school. The two 
“spoke about having sex and had shared 
several sexually explicit messages, nude 
photos and videos,” according to the af-
fidavit.

The officer obtained a confession 
from Wesson at her home on Feb. 25, 
2019. She turned herself in and was ar-
rested the following day.

Officers said at the time there was 
no indication of other victims.

She turned in her written resigna-
tion to Denton ISD on March 26, 2019, 

Former Guyer teacher pleads guilty after 2019 arrest
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