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Youngest Astroworld
victim was from Denton
9-year-old boy fatally injured in crowd surge attended school here
By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer
zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

The youngest confirmed death in
the aftermath of the Astroworld crowd
surge earlier this month was a 9-yearold boy who attended school in Denton,
multiple sources have confirmed.

Ezra Blount died Sunday at Texas
Children’s Hospital in Houston after
being admitted for injuries he sustained
at the annual music festival put on by
rapper Travis Scott on Nov. 5. Ezra is
the 10th festival attendee who has died.
Multiple news reports have confirmed
Ezra lived and went to school in Denton.

His mother, Tamara Byrd of Denton,
filed a civil personal injury suit in Harris County District Court on Nov. 8, the
Monday after the Astroworld Festival.
Byrd’s suit names Scott, Live Nation,
Harris County Sports and Convention
See VICTIM on 9A

Courtesy photo/Taylor Blount via AP

Ezra Blount, 9, is shown in a photo provided by his father outside the Astroworld music festival in Houston on Nov. 5. Ezra, a Denton student, became the youngest person to die from injuries sustained during a crowd
surge at the festival.

Stories
get a
reprieve

Fall relaxation

Mom, brewery team
up to revive canceled
event on Transgender
Day of Remembrance
By Lucinda Breeding-Gonzales
Features Editor
cbreeding@dentonrc.com

Jeff Woo/DRC

People came out to South Lakes Park to relax and exercise during Tuesday’s warm fall weather. Temperatures in Denton got up to 80 degrees
by late Tuesday afternoon.

A local mom and
her church walked
into a bar and decided
a controversial Denton library program
wasn’t going to be canceled after all.
“Denton’s not going to stand for bigot- Amber
ry and hate, plain and Briggle
simple,” said Denton
resident Amber Briggle, the mom of a
transgender son and a prominent proponent of transgender equality in Texas.
Citing safety concerns for the staff
at North Branch Library and patrons
who planned to attend Rainbow Family StoryTime this Saturday, Denton
officials announced Monday afternoon
that the event — which was to fall on
See STORIES on 9A

DCPH concerned COVID
Divides show as City Council
progress could be stalling discusses redrawing districts
By Justin Grass
Staff Writer
jgrass@dentonrc.com

After months of steady
decline in coronavirus cases,
Denton County Public Health
Director Matt Richardson says
virus concern is creeping in once
again, with improvement stalling and holiday travel on the
horizon.
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Locally, the delta variant
surge peaked at nearly 3,500
cases the first week of September. Nearly every week since
then, DCPH has reported decreases by the hundreds. But
Richardson said Tuesday that
trend could be slowing down, as
the department’s latest case data
shows only a minimal decrease
for the first week of November.

The week of Oct. 24-30 came
in at just under 600 cases, with
the next seven days coming in at
530 by Monday afternoon. If it
holds, that progression would be
similar to what the county saw
over the spring and summer,
when cases gradually dropped
off upon reaching 600 and

By Marshall Reid
Staff Writer
marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Little progress was made
during the Denton City Council’s Tuesday session scheduled to redraw existing council districts.
The council previously decided to take a crack at shift-

City mask mandate extended / 3A

ing their own district boundaries, meaning some Denton
residents might soon be represented by a council member
other than the one they currently have.
The district boundaries
have existed in their current

state for the past 10 years, and
they remain legally permissible.
The council’s plan is to
have districts finalized by
mid-January to give voters
and potential candidates
plenty of time ahead of next
year’s City Council elections.
See COUNCIL on 9A

See COVID-19 on 9A

Support local journalism.
Call 940-566-6888 to subscribe.
Got a news tip or breaking news to report?
Email drc@dentonrc.com, call 940-566-6860,
or find us on Facebook and Twitter at @dentonrc.

Additional content, including
interactive puzzles and games
and a weekly news recap, can
be found in our e-Edition, available to all print and
digital subscribers at DentonRC.com/eedition.
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