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By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer
pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

Two weeks ago, the Texas electricity 
market did something for a few hours 
that had not happened for five years 

— it traded electricity for as high as 
$9,000 per megawatt-hour.

Electricity from Texas wind farms 
had dropped. The market conditions 
encouraged all kinds of electricity gen-
erators to get busy. Denton’s new nat-
ural gas-fired power plant, the Denton 
Energy Center, made and sold electrici-
ty. The Spencer Generating Plant, Den-
ton’s old natural gas-fired power plant 
now owned by the city of Garland, got 
in the game. Bloomberg reported pric-

es around Victoria that suggested a few 
Gulf Coast plastics and chemical fac-
tories with on-site generators cut their 
own usage in order to sell electricity to 
the grid.

Statewide, most ratepayers can 
expect higher bills because of that ex-
traordinary market frenzy.

How extraordinary? Monday was 
hot, perhaps the hottest day of sum-
mer. Yet even as temperatures soared to 
102 degrees Monday afternoon, an ap-

proaching cool front kept things breezy. 
Texas was buying and selling electricity 
for less than $40 per MWh during the 
afternoon peak.

Settling with Denton Municipal 
Electric customers is a few months 
away. The Denton City Council has de-
layed a decision about folding the vari-
able costs in local electric rates until fall.

“We plan to provide the City Coun-
cil a budget update in November once 
we have final numbers for [the] fiscal 

year,” Chief Financial Officer Tony Pu-
ente said.

Denton closes its fiscal year Sept. 30. 
At that time, the Denton Energy Cen-
ter also will have been running for 15 
months and have many more weeks of 
performance data.

The power plant’s big money week 
Aug. 12-16 will surely be a part of that. 
According to the city’s settlement state-

By Jenna Duncan
Staff Writer
jduncan@dentonrc.com

As students entered North Central Texas 
College’s new Denton campus Monday morning 
for the first day of classes, staff were positioned 
throughout the first floor to help direct students 
to classrooms.

Class schedules with room numbers were 
printed and taped to the walls, and First State 
Bank employees tabling in the lobby helped di-
rect first-time students to the right spots.

Formally called the First State Bank Exchange 
at NCTC Denton, the new 45,000-square-foot 
campus in the Denton Record-Chronicle‘s for-
mer building hosted classes and students for the 
first day of school Monday. This semester, more 
than 560 students have registered for classes at 
the campus — a number that could continue to 
rise this week, said Jessica DeRoche, senior di-
rector of the campus.

NCTC opens doors in Denton

Downtown campus has classrooms, support for students, gathering spots

Photos by Kevin Bond/For the DRC

On Monday, North Central Texas College held its first classes at the First State Bank Exchange at NCTC Denton, the Coooke County-based college’s 

new downtown Denton campus.

By Jesus Jimenez
The Dallas Morning News

So far this year, the average wait 
time for North Texas drivers hoping to 
renew their licenses at DPS offices is 1 
hour and 16 minutes, the state says.

That’s a far cry from the arduous vis-
its in the summer heat that some fed-up 
motorists described last week at “mega 
centers” run by the Texas Department 
of Public Safety.

But what appears indisputable is 
that the waits are getting worse, despite 
an increase in manpower and funding 
from the Legislature.

Average year-to-date wait times for 
DPS Region 1, which includes Dal-
las-Fort Worth, are worse compared 
with numbers provided for fiscal year 
2018 (57 minutes) and fiscal year 2017 
(45 minutes).

This year’s average includes waits as 
long as 3 hours and 59 minutes at the 
Carrollton Mega Center, and as short 
as 15 minutes in Paris, according to 
data from DPS. The Denton DPS office 
shows an average 66-minute wait time 
this year compared with 39 minutes in 
2017.

Average wait times, however, reflect 
only the wait from the time a customer 
checks in at a kiosk to the time they are 
called to the service counter, according 
to DPS.

At the McKinney DPS center last 
week, several people in line told KX-
AS-TV (NBC5) that they waited over 
five hours to get inside the office. Al-
len resident Al Smith told the station 
that customers waiting outside saw a 
16-year-old girl pass out from the tri-
ple-digit heat and hit her head on the 
concrete.

DPS did not confirm to NBC5 that 
the girl collapsed from the heat.

Last week, Flower Mound Repub-

By Sean Murphy
Associated Press

NORMAN, Okla. — An Oklahoma 
judge on Monday found Johnson & 
Johnson and its subsidiaries helped fuel 
the state’s opioid crisis and ordered the 
consumer products giant to pay $572 
million, more than twice the amount 

another drug manufacturer agreed to 
pay in a settlement.

Cleveland County District Judge 
Thad Balkman’s ruling followed the 
first state opioid case to make it to trial 
and could help shape negotiations over 
roughly 1,500 similar lawsuits filed by 
state, local and tribal governments con-
solidated before a federal judge in Ohio.

“The opioid crisis has ravaged the 
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What peak power demand means to Denton
City’s plant sells power 
to Texas grid, although 
not for $9,000 per MWh

Texans 
waiting 
longer in 
DPS lines
Funding boost aimed 
at improving efficiency 
won’t arrive till Sept. 1

Okla. judge orders J&J to 
pay $572M over opioids
Ruling could shape 
many similar lawsuits
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On the G-7 

sidelines

U.S. President Donald Trump 

and French President Emmanuel 

Macron shake hands during the 

final press conference during 

the G-7 summit Monday in 

Biarritz, France. Macron said he 

hopes to get Trump and Iran’s 

President Hassan Rouhani to 

meet soon. See story, Page 6A.
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