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MEN’S

Short Sleeve Shirts
Cinch

George Strait
Wrangler
Roper

Panhandle
Slim

$1495

& up

BOOTS

Reg Price

KIDS BOOTS

$3995
& up

MEN’S WRANGLER

ALL

WRANGLER

BOOT CUT

JEANS

$1795

ALL WRANGLER

POLO SHIRTS

$5 OFF

DE-13918

DENTON YOUTH

FAIR & RODEO

MARCH 24-30

RODEO

MARCH 30TH

LADIES’ LADIES’ JEANS

20% to 50%
OFF

Reg Price

By
Silver, Grace

LA,
Miss Me &
Rock Revival

LADIES’ SHORTIES

$5495

& up

ENTIRE STOCK
STRAW HATS

3 1/2 to 5” Brims

OFF STOCK

By Resistol, Stetson,

Rodeo King & American

LOTS OF
OPEN

CROWNS

HATS

20%

BOOTS

Newly Reduced Price
Calfskins, Shark, Exotic, Ropers &
Western, Ariat, Justin, Anderson
Bean, Twisted & Rod Patrick

Men’s &
Ladies’ Boots
100’s to Choose from

30% - 60%

OFF

SPECIAL RACKS

SPECIAL RACK

Men’s & Ladies’

53 Years in Business ~ Open Sundays

Ladies’
Western
Shirts

½
PRICE

Ariat Boots
Entire Stock

$1000
OFF

LOCAL/STATE

La Milpa serves 

up chicken tinga 

tacos during the 

Taste of North 

Texas at Golden 

Triangle Mall on 

Thursday eve-

ning. The food 

and drink tasting 

event raises 

money for the 

Denton Kiwanis 

Children’s Clinic.

Jake King/DRC

Tinga time at the Taste of North Texas

and insubordination.”
He was then hired by Liberty 

Christian School in Argyle as an 
assistant baseball coach and Bi-
ble studies teacher.

In 2009, he became the Seat-
tle Mariners’ bullpen coach, but 
was hospitalized that year for 
what was described as a “mental 
health issue” after the Denton 
County Sheriff ’s Office respond-
ed to his Bartonville home for 
a reported suicide threat. Soon 
after the Mariners released him, 
citing Wetteland’s blood pres-
sure and heart rate issues, The 
Dallas Morning News reported.

DALTON LAFERNEY can 
be reached at 940-566-6882 and 
via Twitter at @daltonlaferney.
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Wetteland

By Juan A. Lozano  
and Michael Graczyk
Associated Press

HUNTSVILLE — A mem-
ber of the “Texas 7” gang of es-
caped prisoners won a reprieve 
Thursday night from execution 
for the fatal shooting of a sub-
urban Dallas police officer after 
claiming his religious freedom 
would be violated if his Bud-
dhist spiritual adviser wasn’t al-
lowed to be in the death cham-
ber with him.

The U.S. Supreme Court 
blocked Patrick Murphy’s exe-
cution about two hours after he 
could have been executed.

Murphy’s attorneys had said 
that Texas prison officials’ efforts 
to prevent the inmate’s spiritual 
adviser, a Buddhist priest, from 
being with him when he is put 
to death violated Murphy’s First 
Amendment right to freedom 
of religion. Murphy, 57, became 
a Buddhist almost a decade ago 
while incarcerated.

Lower courts had rejected 
Murphy’s argument.

But in an opinion Thursday 
night, Justice Brett Kavanaugh 
said the Texas prison system 
allows a Christian or Muslim 
inmate to have a state-employed 
Christian or Muslim religious 
adviser present either in the ex-
ecution room or in the adjacent 
viewing room. But inmates of 
other religious denominations 
who want their religious adviser 
to be present can have the ad-
viser present only in the viewing 
room and not in the execution 
room itself, he said.

“As this Court has repeatedly 
held, governmental discrimina-
tion against religion — in partic-

ular, discrimi-
nation against 
religious per-
sons, religious 
organizations, 
and religious 
speech — vio-
lates the Con-
stitution,” he 

wrote. “The government may 
not discriminate against reli-
gion generally or against partic-
ular religious denominations.”

Kavanaugh said Texas can’t 
move forward with Murphy’s 
punishment unless the state 
permits his Buddhist adviser or 
another Buddhist reverend of 
the state’s choosing to accom-
pany Murphy in the chamber 
during the execution.

“What the State may not do, 
in my view, is allow Christian or 
Muslim inmates but not Bud-
dhist inmates to have a religious 
adviser of their religion in the 
execution room,” the justice said.

Texas Department of Crim-
inal Justice spokesman Jeremy 
Desel the state would review 
the ruling to determine how to 
respond.

Desel said Murphy would be 
returned from the Huntsville 
Unit prison, where executions 
are carried out, to the Polunsky 
Unit, about 45 miles to the east, 
where death row inmates are 
imprisoned.

“I knew there was a thin 
thread of possibility,” a smiling 
Murphy said from a holding cell 
just a few feet from the death 
chamber after he was told by the 
warden he received a reprieve.

Texas officials argued to the 
court, citing security concerns, 
that only chaplains who had been 
extensively vetted by the prison 
system were allowed within the 
chamber. While Christian and 
Muslim chaplains were available, 
no Buddhist priest was. 

Religious freedom 
claim wins reprieve 
for ‘Texas 7’ inmate
Opinion came hours 
before Buddhist was 
set to be executed 

Murphy

Austin

Texas AG investigating 
Chick-fil-A exclusion

Texas’ attorney general 
opened an investigation Thurs-
day into San Antonio’s decision 
to exclude Chick-fil-A from 
opening airport concession fa-
cilities due to the fast-food chain 
owners’ record on LGBT issues.

Attorney General Ken Pax-
ton announced the investiga-
tion in a letter to San Antonio 
officials and stated his office will 
examine whether Texas’ sec-
ond-largest city violated state 
law with the rejection. Paxton 
called the move “the opposite of 
tolerance” and a “discriminatory 
decision” based on the religious 
beliefs of the chain’s owners.

“The Constitution’s protection 
of religious liberty is somehow 
even better than Chick-fil-A’s 
chicken,” Paxton said in the let-
ter. “Unfortunately, I have serious 

concerns that both are under as-
sault at the San Antonio airport.”

The attorney general’s action 
comes after the San Antonio 
City Council voted 6-4 last week 
to block Chick-fil-A from get-
ting a new concession contract 
at the airport. 

Grapevine

Buffett: Boeing issues 
won’t stymie aviation

Investor Warren Buffett, 
who has major stakes in three 
airlines that operate the Boeing 
737 Max, says safety issues with 
the jet won’t have a long-term 
effect on the aviation industry.

The plane is grounded after 
two deadly crashes within five 
months. Boeing is upgrading 
flight-control software.

“Obviously there’s a problem 
with this 737 Max, but Boeing, 
you can bet they’re staying up 24 
hours a day to get it worked out,” 

Buffett said Thursday.
The 88-year-old chairman 

and CEO of Berkshire Hatha-
way praises the safety of flying.

Berkshire Hathaway holds 
stakes in Delta, Southwest, 
United and American. All but 
Delta have Max jets. 

Baytown

District: Teacher made 
mistake with essay

A Houston-area school dis-
trict says one of its teachers used 
poor judgment when she had 
her students read an essay crit-
ical of President Donald Trump.

The Goose Creek school dis-
trict teacher had seventh-grad-
ers read a series of 10 essays 
from an outside source designed 
to help them practice inference 
and point of view. One of the es-
says was titled “Trump Against 
American Values.”

— The Associated Press
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For breaking local news,  
follow us on Twitter at

@DentonRC


