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Most Tuesday mornings, Pamela 
Milam, manager of volunteer services 
at Texas Health Presbyterian Hospital 
Denton, makes a list of patients who 
are open to therapy services that night.

Every week, she switches between 
the third and fourth floors of the hos-
pital and asks patients if they want a 
visit from Benny, a 2-year-old English 
goldendoodle. She even shows them a 
photo when asking if they want him to 
visit their rooms.

“Of course, when everyone sees his 
picture, they go crazy,” Milam said. 
“Sometimes after a visit with Benny, 
they get a burst of energy or they’re a lit-
tle less tired, and Benny always makes 

An extremely 
good boy

Fluffy new volunteer 
makes the rounds  
at Denton hospital

Two-year-

old therapy 

dog Benny 

sits with 

his owner 

Robyn 

O’Connell 

as she 

chats with 

a patient 

Monday 

at Texas 

Health 

Presbyteri-

an Hospital 

Denton.
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Starbucks arriving by truck

A coffee shop will soon pop up on 

the University of North Texas cam-

pus. Construction crews prepare 

to lift part of a Starbucks building 

between the Hurley Administration 

Building and the Music Building on 

Wednesday. This will be the sec-

ond Starbucks on the campus — 

the other one is a full-service store 

inside the University Union.
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By Danica Kirka
Associated Press

LONDON — British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson maneu-
vered Wednesday to give his po-
litical opponents even less time to 
block a chaotic no-deal Brexit be-
fore the Oct. 31 withdrawal dead-
line, winning Queen Elizabeth II’s 
approval to suspend Parliament. 
His critics were outraged.

Though Johnson previously had 
refused to rule out such a move, the 
timing of the decision took law-
makers — many of whom are on 
vacation — by surprise.

Johnson insisted he was taking 
the step so he could outline his do-
mestic agenda, and he shot down 

the notion that he 
was curbing de-
bate, saying there 
would be “ample 
time” to discuss 
Brexit and other 
issues.

L a w m a k e r s 
reacted with fury, 
including John 

Bercow, speaker of the lower House 
of Commons, who was not told in 
advance of Johnson’s plan.

“Shutting down Parliament 
would be an offense against the 
democratic process and the rights 
of parliamentarians as the people’s 
elected representatives,” Bercow 
said. “Surely at this early stage in 
his premiership, the prime minis-
ter should be seeking to establish 
rather than undermine his dem-
ocratic credentials and indeed his 

By Dánica Coto
Associated Press

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — 
Hurricane Dorian caused limited 
damage in the northern Caribbe-
an as it left the region Wednesday 
night, setting its sights on the U.S. 
mainland as it threatened to grow 
into a dangerous Category 3 storm.

Power outages and flooding 
were reported across the U.S. Virgin 
Islands, the British Virgin Islands 
and the Puerto Rican islands of Vi-

eques and Culebra after Dorian hit 
St. Thomas as a Category 1 storm.

“We’re happy because there are 
no damages to report,” Culebra 
Mayor William Solís told The As-
sociated Press, noting that only one 
community lost power.

Meanwhile, Dorian caused an 
island-wide blackout in St. Thomas 
and St. John in the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands, and scattered power outages 
in St. Croix, government spokes-
man Richard Motta told AP. In 
addition, the storm downed trees 
and at least one electric post in St. 
Thomas, he said, adding that there 
were no reports of major flooding.

UK leader preps for 
Brexit by asking to 
suspend Parliament
Queen Elizabeth II 
gives her blessing  
to Johnson’s request
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Dorian may grow, 
heads toward US
Hurricane causes 
limited damage in 
northern Caribbean
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