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Denton City Council candidates re-
ported spending $76,000 on the May
4 election — which comes to about

$30 per ballot received during the first
weekof early votingandballots bymail,
thanks to anemic local voter turnout
thus far.

The candidates filed their final cam-
paign finance statements due before
the election at the end of last week.
The statements help voters understand

what the candidates are doing — not
just saying— towin the race.

From the statements, voters can
knowwhichcandidatesraisedthemost,
and who gave them the contributions.
Voters can also learn more about how

PACs, PR firms haven’t
driven up early voting
Local candidates report
contributions, spending
on political consultants

Jake King/DRC

A man walks into the Denton County Elections Administration Build-

ing on Monday, the second-to-last day of early voting for local city and

school elections. Election day is Saturday.

Today is the last day to cast
your ballot early.

Find early voting details on 2A

Elections 2019

To a Election
judge under
investigation

See VOTING on 5A
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As an experienced climber and exercise phys-
iologist, Roxanne Vogel has climbed five of the
seven highest summits in the world.

In 2017, the Texas Woman’s University grad-
uate started experimenting with rapid ascents to
get up themountains faster andhas cut trip times
up twomajor summits in half.

Now, she hopes to do the same with the
world’s highest mountain, Mount Everest. Vogel,
33, plans to complete the journey up the moun-
tain’s north face to the 29,029-foot summit, then
climb back down, in 14 days. She’s set to depart
sometime betweenMay 1 andMay 15, depending

onweather.
“I don’t know if it’s going to work, but I’m go-

ing togive itmybest try,” she said inaphone inter-
view last week. “I want to be successful and come
back safely, but there’s things I can’t control.”

Normally, hikers takefive to sevenweeks toget
up and down themountain, and a lot of the time
is spent acclimating to the climate and altitude.
Vogel has been sleeping in an altitude training
tent since February to simulate the low oxygen
levels in high altitudes.

At work as a nutrition and performance re-
search manager at GU Energy Labs in Berkeley,
California, she’s also spending four hours a day in
oxygen-restricted chambers.

“I feel like I live in a bubble, and in a lot of

ways, I actually do,” she said.
She’s used this training structure to prepare

for climbing two other summits, and it’s worked.
Plus, she’s been training with climbing coaches
since last summer, spending two to six hours a
day, six days aweek, training for the climb.

Part of the climb will be conducting research
for work, and she’ll be wearing a shirt with sen-
sors her company developed that can do electro-
cardiograms, continuously monitor her breath-
ing, pulse and blood pressure, and check her
oxygen levels.

By collecting data on herself, Vogel hopes to
learn what happens to the human body during

TWU alumna will attempt rapid ascent of Mount Everest

Roxanne Vogel, who

received hermaster’s

degree fromTexasWom-

an’s University in 2017, is

shown reaching the sum-

mit of Iceland’s highest

peak, Hvannadalshnjúkur,

at 6,923 feet.
Courtesy photo
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DwainBean taught a host of lessons
to generations of students in Denton.
He taught some to golf, others to play
football and even more how to drive,

ton High School and
University of North
Texas football stand-
out who took driver’s
education fromBean.

Memories of those
lessons came flood-
ing back for Mills and
hundreds of others

this week when they found out a cor-
nerstone of the Denton community

for the Mean Green. Bean then spent
30 years as a coach and teacher inDen-
ton ISD.

A celebration of Bean’s life will take
place from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Tuesday at
Denton Country Club. Burial will be a
private family service.

“Think of all the kids he coached
and taught,” said Ken Garland, who
coached with Bean at Denton High.
“Youdon’t last 30years inoneplaceun

That is why we coach. You hope that
you have an impact. He had an impact
on this town andDentonHigh School.”

Bean came to Denton after a stand-
out career at Tyler Junior College and
contributed right away for what was
then North Texas State University. He
led the Missouri Valley Conference in
rushing in 1962 and 1963.

Beanrushedfor657yardsasa junior
and 770 yards as a senior. He scored 12

“He was a good running back
hard-nosed,” UNT Hall of Fame
Ken Bahnsen said. “He fit in really
with us.

“He was also a good guy. I n
heard Dwain say anything bad
anybody. He wasn’t about himself
was about the team.”

Bean was selected by the Green
Packers in the 12th round of the
draft during the tenure of legendar

Bean, longtime Denton coach and UNT Hall of Famer, dies
77-year-old influenced
generations of students

Bean

By Dalton LaFerney
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dalton.laferney@dentonrc.com

A Republican from Denton Count
is facing an investigation in the alleg
theft of a campaign sign for a candida
she opposes in a City Council elec
that is seen by some as one of the
divisive in Plano’s recentmemory

Suzanne Blackstone, a count
cinct chairwoman for the Denton
County Republican Party who
served as an election
judge, was caught on
camera removing a
Plano resident’s yard
sign in support of
incumbent Ron Kel-
ley, who is running
against Blackstone’s
favored candidate.

The Plano Police
Department confirmed Monday i
investigating the incident. Blacks
however, said the situation has
settled; before hanging up the phone
Monday, she said, “Nothing happened.

Whether or not Blackstone
charges, the episode raises ques
about her involvement in Denton
County elections.

She has been an election judg
her voting precinct in Plano as recently
asNovember.

As an election judge, Blacks
was the person in charge of her voting
precinct, overseeing clerks and others
at a polling site at PrestonwoodBaptis
Church to make sure voting was
legally and ethically.

“They’re responsible for the con
of their polling site,” Denton Count
Elections Administrator Frank Phillips
said of election judges.

Election
judge under
investigation
in Plano

Blacks

Denton County GOP
precinct chair accused
of taking campaign sign
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Ryan High 

School se-

niors Thom-

as Salinas 

and Adriana 

Nawrot were 

crowned 

2019 Home-

coming King 

and Queen 

at a pep rally 

in the Ryan 

gymnasium 

Thursday 

morning in 

Denton. 
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Ryan Royalty
Guyer High 

School stu-

dents Devon 

Mack and 

Eliana Narc 

are crowned 

homecom-

ing king and 

queen at 

C.H. Collins 

Athletic 

Complex 

Friday in 

Denton.
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Guyers best guy, girl

By Lisa Marie Pane
Associated Press

After a police officer fatally 
shoots someone, it can take days 
or even weeks before the public 
or his supervisors hear the offi-
cer’s version of what happened.

In many states, that so-called 
cooling off period is carved out 
in state law or in a police de-
partment’s contract. That op-
portunity to take some time 
before undergoing questioning 
by investigators angers commu-
nity activists and others seeking 
reforms of police departments 
around the country who believe 
it gives officers time to reshape 
their story to justify a shoot-
ing and avoid getting fired or 
charged. Law enforcement of-
ficials and experts say officers 
need to be able to collect their 
thoughts, so they don’t provide 
details that are tainted by the 
trauma of the shooting.

Just the latest example arose 
in Fort Worth where a police of-
ficer fatally shot a woman inside 
her home; before he could be 
compelled to undergo question-
ing, he resigned, making it even 
more difficult to find out what he 
was thinking, why he fired his gun 
— and some believe, to get justice.

“We laud police in this society 
as our protectors and purvey-
ors of justice, and we hold them 
with such high regard, but when 
it comes to getting a statement 
when they have killed one of us, 
they are held to a lower standard 
than if we killed one of them,” 
said Pamela Young, lead organiz-
er for the Tarrant County Coali-
tion for Community Oversight in 
Michigan. “It’s nonsensical.”

More than a dozen states 
have what are called Law En-
forcement Officers’ Bill of Rights 
carved into law. Other states, es-
pecially those with unions, have 
similar protections as part of ne-
gotiated contracts. The amount 
of time afforded officers before 
they are questioned varies — as 
short as 24 hours to up to two 
weeks.

The grace period dates back 
in most places to the 1970s and 
has periodically been questioned 
in police-use-of-force cases, 
with watchdogs and community 
activists considering it another 
example of the thin blue line ral-
lying around one of its own. It’s 
difficult to say if the lag time has 
allowed officers to avoid arrest 
or conviction, especially because 
the courts grant police more lee-
way in using deadly force than 
the general public.

The issue of when officers 
involved in shootings must be 
questioned has arisen periodi-
cally. But amid all the reforms 
sought of police departments 
in recent years, it hasn’t been 
one that has garnered as much 
attention, until recently. It fol-
lows several high-profile police 
shootings, including one in Dal-
las. “Of course the critics and the 
people who don’t trust the police 
say, ‘Yeah, they need time to get 
their story together,’” said Tom 
Manger, a retired police chief in 
Virginia and Maryland. “Having 
some time to calm down and get 
your thoughts together ... often-
times, you get clearer answers 
and better information.”

Police who 
shoot can 
wait to be 
questioned
Officers who fatally 
injure someone, 
given days, weeks


