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By Dalton LaFerney
Staff Writer

dalton.laferney@dentonrc.com

The Denton attorney who fired a 
bullet inside a law office last Friday was 
let go from the firm the same day and 
returned to the office with a handgun as 
she was cleaning out her desk, accord-
ing to a statement from the law firm 
sent late Tuesday.

Denton police charged Petrina 
Thompson with three counts of aggra-
vated assault with a deadly weapon last 
week after she alleged-
ly fired one round 
from a handgun inside 
the Martinez Legal of-
fices in the 400 block 
of South Carroll Bou-
levard.

In a statement 
Tuesday evening, 
the law office said 
Thompson was only 
employed there for “a few weeks.” Mar-
tinez Legal said Thompson left the 
building and came back in with a duffel 
bag. Inside of it, the law office said, was 
a handgun.

Attorney Marci Martinez and a para-
legal were inside. Thompson pulled 
out the handgun and fired one round. 
The weapon apparently jammed, pre-
venting Thompson from firing more 
rounds, the statement reads.

“We are grateful to the Denton 
Police Department for their rapid re-
sponse to the situation,” the statement 
reads. “Our law firm is continuing to 
serve our clients with legal representa-
tion of the highest quality.”

Denton police have still not released 
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By Jenna Duncan
Staff Writer

jduncan@dentonrc.com

In the first day of operation, the 
lunch menu at Kitchen West fea-
tures fried chicken tenders or fried 
cauliflower, beef stroganoff with a 
variety of sides, breads and desserts 

inside West Hall at the University of 
North Texas.

What makes them different from 
what would be served in one of the 
other four dining halls on campus 
is all of the food is free of the eight 
most common food allergens: milk, 
eggs, fish, wheat, peanuts, tree nuts, 

soy and shellfish.
The space has been a dining hall 

for a long time, but was closed last 
May to make way for this new con-
cept. Mike Falk, the manager of the 
kitchen, has been at this location for 
five years and UNT for 12.

While he thought this would be 

a challenge at first, he realized he 
could adapt tried-and-true recipes 
like his favorite fried chicken by re-
placing ingredients. He breads the 
tenders in Bob’s Red Mill gluten free 
flour now and fries it in canola oil 

Dining for all

UNT adds allergen-free dining hall
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Students view the variety of food options Wednesday at Kitchen West inside West Hall at the University of North Texas. Kitchen West 

opened Wednesday and is completely free of the eight main food allergens: milk, egg, fish, wheat, peanuts, tree nuts, soy and shellfish.

By Lisa Mascaro, Mary Clare Jalonick 
and Eric Tucker
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Ambassador 
Gordon Sondland declared to im-
peachment investigators Wednesday 
that President Donald Trump and his 
lawyer Rudy Giuliani explicitly sought 
a “quid pro quo” with Ukraine, lever-
aging an Oval Office visit for political 
investigations of Democrats. But he 
also came to believe the trade involved 
much more.

Besides the U.S. offer of a coveted 
meeting at the White House, Sondland 
testified it was his understanding the 
president was holding up nearly $400 

million in military aid, which Ukraine 
badly need with an aggressive Russia 
on its border, in exchange for the coun-
try’s announcement of the investiga-
tions.

Sondland conceded that Trump 
never told him directly the security 
assistance was blocked for the probes, 
a gap in his account that Republicans 
and the White House seized on as evi-
dence the president did nothing wrong. 
But the ambassador said his dealings 
with Giuliani, as well as administration 
officials, left him with the clear under-
standing of what was at stake.

Sondland: Trump sought 
Ukraine quid pro quo Denton City Coun-

cil member Gerard 

Hudspeth rings a bell 

to start the Salvation 

Army Red Kettle Kick-

off at Golden Triangle 

Mall on Wednesday. 

Guyer and Denton 

High School gave 

performances during 

the event. The kickoff 

is the largest fund-

raiser of the year for 

the organization. For 

video coverage visit 

DentonRC.com
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Ringing the bell

By Jesse Brackeen
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

SANGER — Dozens of people in-
cluding staff members, volunteers 
and community members gathered 
Wednesday afternoon to cut the ribbon 
on First Refuge Ministries’ newest cen-
ter in Sanger.

The center, which opened last week, 
will provide free medical services, coun-
seling services and a food pantry to 
those in need.

“This will do so much good for peo-
ple who desperately need it,” First Ref-
uge Ministries executive director Paul 
Juarez said. “Many people are one pay-
check away from becoming homeless. 
They need assistance to prevent that 
from happening, and that’s what we 
hope to do here in Sanger.”

The center is the second of its kind, 
with the first being located at 1701 
Broadway St. in Denton.

The Sanger location has been in 

the works for more than a year when 
Juarez said he came into contact with 
Grant Bowles, senior pastor of the First 
Baptist Church in Sanger.

“I was on a tour of First Refuge’s 
building in Denton and I remember 
immediately thinking, ‘We need this in 
Sanger,’” Bowles said. “It just clicked.”

The house First Refuge Ministries 
will serve out of was provided by the 
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Executive director Paul Juarez gives a tour of the grocery store Wednes-

day during a ribbon-cutting and grand opening event at First Refuge 

Ministries in Sanger. The location features a small grocery store, coun-

seling and medical rooms.
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