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An active shooter situation is 
unpredictable and can happen 
quickly. It could happen at a local 
church, workplace, school or pop-
ulated area.

This weekend, the “PRESS — 
Active Shooter Defense Training” 
seminar gave attendees an action 
plan for responding to an active 
shooter. The seminar, presented 
by Protect His House, took place 
Saturday in Denton at the Best 
Western Premier Crown Chase Inn 
& Suites.

Damon L. Jackson, a former 
police officer with over 17 years of 
service with agencies including the 
Dallas, Addison and the Jasper po-
lice departments, offered tips re-
lated to PRESS — prepare, respond, 
engage, save lives and survive an 
active shooter event scenario.

“I’m supposed to share this with 
other people,” Jackson said. “So, 
it’s my opportunity to share what 
I’ve seen, lived through the experi-
ence, so hopefully you don’t have 
to do that. That’s my goal.”

An active shooter is defined by 
the FBI as an individual actively 
engaged in killing or attempting to 
kill people in a populated area, and 
recent active shooter incidents 
have underscored the need for a 
coordinated response by law en-
forcement and others to save lives.

Jackson showed data from the 
FBI’s Active Shooter Incidents 20-
Year Review, which reported that 
333 active shooter incidents took 
place from 2000 to 2019 nation-
wide. The FBI reported that 1,062 
people were killed by an active 
shooter and 1,703 were wounded 
during that time period, and Texas 
ranked third in active shooters with 
25 incidents.

Jackson said the FBI’s data does 
not include shootings in which two 
or fewer people were killed by the 
shooter.

In 2013, Congress defined a 

mass killing as a single event in 
which three or more people are 
killed. According to the FBI report, 
135 of the 333 active shooter 
incidents met the “mass killing” 
definition.

“What does that tell me?” Jack-
son said. “There are things [active 
shooter reports] that have hap-
pened that we don’t know about.”

Jackson said that active shoot-
ers are known to plan their attack 

by visiting a venue ahead of time. 
He said it’s easier now for them 
to get weapons online, as well as 
body armor, and trends show that 
more attackers plan to survive the 
incident.

Jackson said people should 
know where emergency exits are 
located — as well as other ways to 
get out — whenever they go to a 
public space.

“When I go anywhere, I’m looking 

at where I can go in and where I 
can get out,” he said.

He showed video footage of the 
West Freeway Church of Christ 
shooting in White Settlement, 
where a gunman shot and killed 
two people in 2019.

The Protect His House group 
focuses on training church staff 
in the event of an attack, although 
the seminar is aimed at the general 
public. Jackson showed the FBI 

reported that 15 active shooting 
incidents took place in churches 
from 2000 to 2019, with 80 people 
killed and 67 wounded.

As active shootings have 
increased over the past decade, 
Jackson said he understands that 
police can’t always be every-
where and act during an incident. 
He presented data showing that 
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Seminar teaches tactics for 
surviving an active shooting

U.S.-MEXICO BORDER

By Uriel J. García 
and Sneha Dey

The Texas Tribune

EL PASO — President Joe Biden 
toured El Paso for about four hours 
on Sunday, visiting the U.S.-Mexico 
border for the first time since tak-
ing office in the White House.

He was greeted by Gov. Greg 
Abbott upon arrival at the El Paso 
airport. Abbott has been a chief 
critic of Biden’s immigration poli-
cies and has frequently called on 

him to visit the bor-
der over the past 
year as the number 
of migrant arrests 
has broken records.

“The president 
who caused the 
chaos at the border 
needed to be here. 

It just so happens he’s two years 
and about $20 billion too late,” Ab-
bott told reporters at the airport. 
“He needs to step up and take 

swift action, including reimbursing 
the state of Texas toward the mon-
ey we spent but providing more 
resources for federal government 
to do its job. Also this is nothing 
but for show unless he begins to 
enforce the immigration laws that 
already exist.”

The two spoke briefly at the 
airport and parted ways. Abbott’s 
office said he was not invited to 
attend the rest of the president’s 
tour of El Paso. Asked about his 

conversation with Biden, Abbott 
told reporters, “He said he wanted 
to work with us on it.”

Biden’s office said the aim of 
the trip was to “assess border 
enforcement operations and meet 
with local elected officials and 
community leaders who have been 

important partners in managing 
the historic number of migrants 
fleeing political oppression and 
gang violence.”

While in El Paso, Biden visited 
the Bridge of the Americas port 

Biden tours El Paso 
for his first border 
visit as president

Ivan Pierre Aguirre/For The Texas Tribune
Migrants stand in line to enter the makeshift shelter in the gym of 
Sacred Heart Church on Friday night in El Paso.

Joe Biden

See BIDEN on 3A

See TRAINING on 3A

Juan Betancourt/DRC
Seminar instructor Damon L. Jackson shows active stats during “PRESS — Active Shooter Defense Training,” a class held Saturday at Best 
Western Premier Crown Chase Inn & Suites in Denton.


