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By Dalton LaFerney
Staff Writer

dalton.laferney@dentonrc.com

A 17-year-old was charged with 
murder Wednesday after telling Den-
ton police he used a bayonet to attack a 
man during what police said was a con-
frontational drug deal Saturday night 
in Denton.

Noah Brunson was booked into the 
Denton City Jail on Wednesday morning 
on a murder charge. His bond was set at 

$100,000. A Denton 
police spokeswoman 
said Brunson turned 
himself in Wednesday 
morning.

Police have ac-
cused him of stab-
bing to death Isaiah 
Rahimi, 20, Saturday 
night in the parking 

lot of the O’Reilly’s Auto Parts in the 
3600 block of East McKinney Street. 

The spokeswoman said Brunson told 
police he used a bayonet when he 
stabbed Rahimi.

A probable cause affidavit for Brun-
son’s arrest says Rahimi and Brunson en-
countered each other when two groups 
of people met in the parking lot around 
7:30 p.m. Saturday for a marijuana drug 
deal. The document alleges Brunson 
pulled out a bayonet and stabbed Rahimi.

A Denton ISD spokeswoman said 
late Wednesday morning that nobody 

with Brunson’s name had been enrolled 
in the district for at least two years.

This is the fourth homicide of the 
year in Denton.

The first was in February, when 
25-year-old Delisha McPeters allegedly 
drove an SUV into 17-year-old Camer-
on Fleming. Fleming died more than 
a week after he was hospitalized. Mc-
Peters was indicted on murder in May.

About that time, police found the de-
capitated body of Sarah Warriner, whose 

son, Isaac Warriner, was arrested after a 
police chase into Oklahoma and charged 
with abuse of a corpse, tampering with 
evidence and, eventually, murder.

The third homicide was in late Sep-
tember. In that one, police say 39-year-
old Anton Thorp told police he shot 
and killed Bridgette Antoinette Forte in 
their home.

DALTON LAFERNEY can be 
reached at 940-566-6882 and via 
Twitter at @daltonlaferney.

By Robert Burns
AP National Security Writer

WASHINGTON — Washing his 
hands of Syria, President Donald 
Trump declared Wednesday the U.S. 
has no stake in defending the Kurdish 
fighters who died by the thousands as 
America’s partners 
against IS extremists. 
Hours later, House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
and other top Demo-
crats walked out of a 
meeting at the White 
House, accusing him 
of having a “melt-
down,” calling her a 
“third-rate politician” 
and having no plan to deal with a po-
tentially revived Islamic State group.

Condemnation of Trump’s stance on 
Turkey, Syria and the Kurds was quick 
and severe during the day, not only 
from Democrats but from Republicans 
who have been staunch supporters on 
virtually all issues.

The House, bitterly divided over the 
Trump impeachment inquiry, banded 
together for an overwhelming 354-60 
denunciation of the U.S. troop with-
drawal. Many lawmakers expressed 
worry that it may lead to revival of IS as 
well as Russian presence and influence 
in the area — in addition to the slaugh-
ter of many Kurds.

At the White House, Trump said 
the U.S. has no business in the region 
— and not to worry about the Kurdish 
fighters.

“They know how to fight,” he said. 

By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Krum First United Methodist 
Church leaders voted Monday and an-
nounced Tuesday that a connected day 
care, Children’s Day Out, would soon 
close.

That means 16 employees and the 
parents of 72 kids will soon, if they 
aren’t already, start hunting for other 
livelihoods or child care arrangements 
before the lights go out on Oct. 31.

The child care facility operates out of 

the church and rents its space at a sub-
sidized rate, but it is under a separate 
incorporation. Regardless, a church 
board maintains significant control.

This isn’t the first time many of 
those involved have been in this situ-
ation. Church board members voted 
in early July to close the facility before 
the 2019-20 school year began. That 
announcement came three days after 
the high-profile injury of a child at the 
hands of another student on the church 
playground.

The Rev. Sonya Shahan, who gave 

her first sermon at the church one day 
before the July 8 announcement was 
sent, said the initial decision to close the 
facility was largely a financial one.

Since mid-July, no safety deficien-
cies have been recorded by the Texas 
Department of Health and Human 
Services. Regardless, the facility has 
significantly more deficiencies than the 
state average.

Shahan said the recent decision 
to close was a pragmatic one. She 

By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer

pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

Denton County’s Republican leg-
islators tiptoed around disturbing 
revelations from a secretly record-
ed conversation of House Speaker 
Dennis Bonnen, but state Rep. Mi-
chelle Beckley, D-Carrollton, leaned 
right in Wednesday.

Beckley was among five legisla-
tors to address business leaders in a 

luncheon organized by the Denton 
Chamber of Commerce. The pro-
gram was a bookend to the chamber’s 
“Denton County Days,” a 30-year-old 
program that brings local govern-
ment and business leaders together 
each biennium to visit with the dele-
gation about community needs when 
the Legislature is in session.

“I have a different speech than 
what I prepared for today,” Beckley 
said.

She then called for Bonnen to 
step down as speaker.

Ever since a right-wing activist 
suggested in June that he had secret-
ly recorded a meeting with the House 
speaker, Bonnen, a Republican from 
Angleton, has faced criticism from 
Democrats and within his own par-
ty. The activist finally released the 
full 64-minute recording Tuesday. In 
the recording, Bonnen can be heard, 
among other things, criticizing fresh-

man Democrats in the Legislature 
and calling Beckley “vile.”

Beckley told business leaders it 
wasn’t Bonnen’s insult but his re-
marks in another part of the conver-
sation that offended her most. She 
read aloud from a transcript: “Any 
mayor, county judge that was dumb 
ass enough to come meet with me, I 
told them with great clarity, my goal 

Beckley shifts message

Denton County legislator calls for Bonnen to step down as Texas House speaker

Jeff Woo/DRC

State Rep. Michelle Beckley, D-Carrollton, speaks to guests Wednesday during the Denton County Legislative Delegation Luncheon at the 

HUB Club Level at Apogee Stadium in Denton. The Denton Chamber of Commerce invited local representatives to sum up the legislative 

initiatives passed this year and what that means for the year ahead.
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Day care closure, shaky ground 
threatens church’s survival

Kara Dry/DRC

The playground at the First United Methodist Church that houses the 

Children’s Day Out child care facility sits empty of children Wednesday 

in Krum. After Oct. 31, the playground will be empty permanently as the 

church will close the child care facility.
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