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By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

A motorcyclist died Wednesday fol-
lowing a crash with another vehicle on 
Loop 288, authorities said.

North Loop 288 at Spencer Road 
was closed for roughly three hours 
following the crash Wednesday morn-
ing. Northbound traffic was blocked 
by Denton police cars and diverted at 
Spencer until lanes reopened.

Authorities with the Denton police 
and fire departments confirmed one of 
the vehicles involved was a motorcycle. 

The motorcyclist was taken to a local 
hospital shortly after and was later pro-
nounced dead.

The victim’s identity will not be re-
leased until family is notified, Denton 
Police Department spokesperson Alli-
son Beckwith said. His age wasn’t avail-
able Wednesday.

The northbound lanes of North 
Loop 288 were closed starting at Spen-
cer Road just before 8 a.m. The crash 
occurred farther north in the 1200 
block of South Loop 288. A van was 
turned on its side following the crash.

Beckwith said at 8 a.m. that first 

responders were actively working the 
crash. The road was reopened around 
11 a.m. More information on the crash 
wasn’t available Wednesday.

The motorcyclist is the fourth per-
son in Denton killed in a vehicle crash 
and the second motorcyclist to die 
following a crash this year. Another 
motorcyclist, Kasey Erwin, 29, of Pon-
der died March 10 at a hospital after 
a crash in the 5000 block of Country 
Club Road.

ZAIRA PEREZ can be reached at 
940-566-6882 and via Twitter at @
zairalperez.

By Aamer Madhani and Matthew Lee
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Joe 
Biden said Wednesday he will with-
draw remaining U.S. troops from the 
“forever war” in Afghanistan, declaring 
that the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks of 20 
years ago cannot justify American forc-
es still dying in the nation’s longest war.

His plan is to pull out all American 
forces — numbering 2,500 now — by 
this Sept. 11, the anni-
versary of the attacks, 
which were coordi-
nated from Afghani-
stan. Soon after Biden 
made his announce-
ment, NATO chief 
Jens Stoltenberg in 
Brussels said the al-
liance had agreed to 
withdraw its roughly 
7,000 forces from Afghanistan, match-
ing Biden’s decision to begin a final 
pullout by May 1.

The U.S. cannot continue to pour 
resources into an intractable war and 
expect different results, Biden said.

The drawdown would begin rath-
er than conclude by May 1, which has 
been the deadline for full withdrawal 
under a peace agreement the Trump 
administration reached with the Tali-
ban last year.

By Amber Gaudet
Staff Writer

agaudet@dentonrc.com

When customers walk into Denton 
Plant Factory, a bright mosaic of color 
greets them. Large gerbera daisy bas-
kets, salvia and dianthus populate the 
front section of the nursery for now, but 
the varieties are rotated regularly, mak-
ing room for new life as more plants 
come in.

As guests make their way to the back 
of the space, they exit through a garage 
door to an oasis of shrubbery, fruit trees 
and other plants stretching across an 
ever-expanding green space on the 4.2-

acre property.
The inventory customers see today 

is just a start, if you ask Simon Fuhr-
mann and Hunter Zmolik, co-owners 
of Denton Plant Factory, located at 1421 
N. Loop 288 near University Drive. In-
door plants as well as soil, mulch and 
other gardening supplies occupy the 
7,700 square feet of enclosed space in 
the property’s two warehouses, while 
much of the nursery’s trees, shrubs and 
perennials bloom in shop’s vast outdoor 
space.

With almost 1,000 plant species in 
stock, just under 25% of the space has 
been filled, Zmolik said.

“I think in our vision, we saw a space 
this big [as being] kind of what Denton 
needed on this side of town,” Zmolik 
said.

Having formerly worked with the 
Lewisville Aquatic Ecosystem Re-
search Facility to restore native plant 
populations and briefly in landscaping, 
Zmolik has a long relationship with all 
things green. He studied, among oth-
er things, biology at the University of 
North Texas, though he ultimately left 
before graduating.

Zmolik and Fuhrmann, who both 

By Amber Gaudet
Staff Writer

agaudet@dentonrc.com

When Juice Lab’s brick-and-
mortar space on South Elm Street 
had to close amid the COVID-19 
pandemic, owner Loni Puckett 
thought that might be the end for 
the smoothie and juice bar.

“I didn’t know what to think,” 

Puckett said.
But a few months later, she found 

a path to reopen in a new form.
After temporarily shuttering 

amid county shutdown orders, 
Juice Lab reopened in May 2020 at 
the prompting of the landlord who 
owns the nearly 2,000-square-foot 
space the restaurant was in. But 
Puckett soon discovered that she 

couldn’t make rent given the 85-
90% reduction in sales Juice Lab 
was experiencing and closed perma-
nently.

With the uncertainty of the pan-
demic, Puckett wasn’t ready to com-
mit to another long-term building 
lease, so she wasn’t sure what might 
become of Juice Lab until the own-
ers of Sweetwater Grill & Tavern and 

Mulberry Street Cantina reached 
out to her about a food truck that lo-
cal caterer and restaurateur Jimmy 
Meredith had for lease.

Puckett got a grant from the Den-
ton County OPEN program, which 
was aimed at helping business own-
ers impacted by the pandemic, and 

Reviving and thriving

Denton businesses find new life after pandemic closures

Emma Saldivar/For the DRC

Owner Loni Puckett closed the doors of Juice Lab on South Elm Street last year, but now operates out of a food truck at 110 W. Mulberry 

St. Juice Lab had to scale down to stay afloat during the pandemic.

Motorcyclist dead after Loop 288 crash
Denton police 

investigate a 

vehicle crash 

that killed a 

motorcyclist 

Wednesday 

on Loop 

288 north 

of Spencer 

Road.
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See BUSINESSES on 5A

Biden: 
‘Forever 
war’ ends 
this year
All 2,500 US forces will 
leave Afghanistan by 
Sept. 11, president says

Joe  

Biden

See AFGHANISTAN on 5A

Timing, conditions ripe for Denton 
Plant Factory’s opening, owners say

Al Key/DRC

Co-owners Simon Fuhrmann, left, and Hunter Zmolik, shown Monday 

evening, opened Denton Plant Factory earlier this year on Loop 288 near 

University Drive.See PLANTS on 5A


