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Consistency put 
UNT kicker on 
course to break 
scoring record

>> Sports, 6A
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Lockdown at UNT 
campus location 
in Fort Worth
Camera equipment mistaken for a 
weapon led to a security response 
Wednesday afternoon.

>> State, A2

Federal judge issues 
ruling on Second 
Amendment case
U.S. District Judge David Counts ruled 
that banning those under a protective 
order from possessing a gun is un-
constitutional.
>> National, 3A

By Brooke Colombo
Staff Writer

bcolombo@dentonrc.com

Suicide is on the rise in 
Denton County, and the 
Denton County MHMR Cen-
ter is looking to take preven-
tive action — partnering with 
two Frisco high schoolers 
who designed an automated 
system to detect social me-
dia users who are at risk.

In all of 2021, there were 

98 total suicides in Denton 
County, according to the 
Denton County MHMR Cen-
ter. Between January and 
October 2022, there have 
been 83. This year’s number 
is expected to exceed last 
year’s as there have already 
been eight suicides record-
ed so far in November, said 
Brittany Waymack, the chief 
operating officer of the Den-
ton County MHMR Center.

Lavik Jain and Shivansh 
Nikhra, two seniors at Cen-
tennial High School in Frisco, 
became concerned about 
a declining mental health 
among their peers during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
They said their peers were 
noticeably more depressed 
and coping with substances.

“Coming back for junior 

By Justin Grass
Staff Writer

jgrass@dentonrc.com

In what was likely Denton 
County’s tightest nail-biter of the 
November election, the Pilot Point 
mayoral race is headed for a do-
over, with 1,378 votes coming out 
dead even: 689 for Chad Major 
and 689 for Elisa Beasley.

The northern Denton County 
city has had a vacancy at may-
or since Matthew McIlravy was 
arrested in June on a charge of 
soliciting a minor, and subse-
quently resigned. Major, the Place 
3 council member, has been act-
ing as mayor since then. Beasley 
has also been on the Pilot Point 
council in the past.

It became clear not long into 
the election that the race could 
come down to the last vote. 
Monday, that was exactly the 
margin, with Major holding a one-
vote lead. But as of Wednesday 
evening, Denton County’s elec-
tion site has the 1,378 votes split 
directly down the middle.

According to Pilot Point City 
Secretary Lenette Cox, Denton 
County’s elections department 
has informed the city the race 
is indeed a tie, which means it 
needs to be decided next month 
in another election. The council 
was already going to meet next 
Tuesday to canvas the results, 
but now, members also need to 
call a special election for next 
month.

To add to the unusual cir-
cumstances, Major will be losing 
his spot on council at Tuesday’s 
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Two high schoolers partner with MHMR to prevent suicides
Courtesy photo

Shivansh Nikhra 
(left) and Lavik 
Jain developed 
a system that 
scans social 
media posts 
from users 
within a certain 
area for content 
that could ex-
press depres-
sion or suicidal 
thoughts.

After 1,378 
votes, Pilot 
Point’s 
mayoral 
race ends 
in ... a tie?

See CHALLENGE on 5A See ELECTION on 5A

See PARTNERSHIP on 5A

By Christian McPhate

Staff Writer
cmcphate@dentonrc.com

Capt. Joseph McFee had seen 
all the poor people going hungry 
and decided to provide a free 
Christmas dinner for the destitute 
and poverty-stricken residents. It 
was the late 1800s in San Fran-
cisco and a reflection of what a 

growing number of people in North 
Texas will be facing this Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas season.

Laying awake at night, McFee 
worried about how he would raise 
money to provide food for 1,000 
people facing food insecurity. His 
thoughts drifted back to his sailor 
days in Liverpool and the Stage 
Landing where boats arrived. He 
recalled a large iron kettle known 
as a “Simpson’s Pot” that had been 
set up for passersby to toss in 
coins to help England’s poor and 
realized it could be the best way to 
raise money.

He placed a similar pot at the 
Oakland Ferry Landing near Market 

Street and a sign that read, “Keep 
the Pot Boiling.” Soon he had raised 
enough money to feed the thou-
sand in need, and the red kettles 
began appearing around the coun-
try, raising enough money six years 
later to offer 150,000 Christmas 
dinners to Americans in need.

Today, McFee’s mission contin-
ues as part of the Salvation Army 
and occurs all around the world. In 
Denton, Mayor Gerard Hudspeth 
did his part to help first by appear-
ing last week at the Golden Triangle 
Mall, joined by the Salvation Army 
representatives, to kick off the 
organization’s annual Red Kettle 
campaign with performances by 

the Denton High School Fillies and 
the Salvation Army Band.

Hudspeth also delivered a 
proclamation to announce Den-
ton’s participation in the Salvation 
Army’s annual Mayor Bell Ringing 
Challenge, a friendly competition 
with mayors from across North 
Texas to see who can raise the 
most money for the Salvation Army 
in their areas.

On Dec. 9, the mayor and elect-
ed officials will be at Sam’s Club on 
University Drive from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. to ring the bell so that pass-
ersby can contribute to the red 

Will Denton come out on top? 

Courtesy photo
The Salvation Army Band plays Nov. 10 during the kickoff of the Salvation Army’s annual Red Kettle Campaign at the Golden Triangle Mall in 
Denton.

Cities compete 
in Red Kettle 
Challenge in midst 
of increased need
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