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Littrell acknowledges the importance 
of North Texas’ game at UNLV

UNT hasn’t won a nonconference road game since taking 
down Arkansas and Liberty in back-to-back weeks in 
September 2018. >> Sports, 7A

Drunken man arrested after he 
wanders into stranger’s garage

At about 7:11 p.m. Monday, police were dispatched to a 
home where a caller said a stranger was sitting in a chair 
in her garage, and he was possibly drunk. >> Blotter, 2A

By Christian McPhate
Staff Writer

cmcphate@dentonrc.com

Chief Appraiser Hope McClure 
is out at Denton Central Apprais-
al District, the board announced 
Tuesday afternoon in an unani-
mous decision.

Deputy Chief Appraiser Don 
Spencer will be serving as interim 
chief appraiser as the Board of 
Directors works on the separation 
agreement with McClure.

McClure will be 
placed on paid 
administrative 
leave Wednesday. 
The board voted to 
retain legal services 
to represent them 
in the termination 
negotiations with 
McClure.

The Denton 

Record-Chronicle reached out to 
McClure, who wasn’t present when 
the motion was made and the vote 
tallied, as well as appraisal district 
spokesperson Emer Sanabria, 
but they couldn’t be reached for 
comment.

“All I can really say for the 
Board is that we look forward 
to moving forward and working 
with the entities to meet their 
needs and provide better service 
to the taxpayers as we begin a 
new chapter with DCAD,” board 
President Roy Atwood wrote in 
a Tuesday evening email to the 
Record-Chronicle.

The DCAD board also moved to 

table the district’s 2022-23 budget 
until the Sept. 27 meeting.

The board’s move comes, in 
part, after a majority of DCAD’s 
taxing entities — at least 40 of the 
61 — voted to disapprove DCAD’s 
2022-23 budget, which included 
nearly a $3 million increase, after 
their certified tax rolls were late 
for a third year in a row. Instead, 
DCAD sent estimates, also known 
as “ghost numbers,” for the county, 
city councils and school boards 
to use to determine their own 
2022-23 budgets and tax rates for 

McClure out at DCAD
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The Denton Central Appraisal District Board of Directors prays before breaking into executive session to discuss removing Hope McClure 
from her position as chief appraiser on Tuesday.
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Ahead of the Denton Central 
Appraisal District’s pivotal Tuesday 
afternoon board meeting, Denton 
County officials publicly asked 
the board to vote against hiring 
legal representation involved in 
conducting surveys, calling the 
relationship a “clear waste of time, 

energy and taxpayer dollars.”
County commissioners placed 

two DCAD-related items on the 
agenda for Tuesday morning’s 
Commissioners Court meeting, and 
after returning from closed session, 
County Judge Andy Eads read out 
another letter due to be sent to the 
DCAD Board of Directors.

According to the letter, a law 
firm — Dallas-based Fanning Harp-

er Martinson Brandt & Kutchin PC 
— would be involved in surveying 
employees about Chief Appraiser 
Hope McClure. McClure has come 
under fire from several dozen tax-
ing entities, which have asked for a 
change at DCAD’s most important 
leadership position.

“We strongly disapprove the 

Before vote, Denton County had message for 
DCAD: Address leadership issues ‘quickly’

Lake Dallas off to best start since 2013
>> Sports, 7A

Board votes 
unanimously to 
change DCAD’s 
leadership, seeks 
‘better service to 
the taxpayers’

Hope 
McClure
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