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Ensure your home is 
comfortable this Spring
by giving your system 

the proper TLC

By Brooke Colombo
Staff Writer

bcolombo@dentonrc.com

A former Denton County 
sheriff’s investigator pleaded no 
contest to insurance fraud Monday 
after he obtained an insurance 
policy on his personal vehicle fol-
lowing a crash with 
a Sanger police car.

Brice Hicks, 43, 
was indicted in 
May in connection 
to a Sept. 19, 2021, 
incident. His em-
ployment with the 
county was ter-
minated the same 
day as his arrest, according to the 
arrest affidavit.

Hicks’ case was tried in the 
County Criminal Court 1 of Judge 
Lauri Ragland. As a Class A misde-
meanor, insurance fraud between 
$750 and $2,500 carries a punish-
ment of up to 12 months in jail and 
a maximum fine of up to $4,000.

Court records indicate Hicks 
was sentenced to confinement of 
one day in jail. Hicks has one day 
of jail credit from when he was 
arrested on Oct. 29, 2021. In Texas, 
defendants are often given back 
credit on their sentence for time 
served. Hicks was also ordered to 
pay $342 in court fees.

Hicks backed an all-terrain 

By Alexandra Skores
The Dallas Morning News

The magic of a spring break 
trip to Disney World in Florida to 
see the iconic princess Cinderella 
has eluded Andi Guevara and her 
7-year-old daughter for the last 
three years.

Guevara and her husband 
held out during the pandemic for 

restrictions and masking require-
ments to lift before planning the 
Dallas family’s first trip to Disney 
World.

“We just decided to take other 
trips elsewhere,” said Guevara, 34, 
who is flying out of Dallas Love 
Field on Southwest Airlines on 

By Lucinda Breeding-Gonzales
Staff Writer

cbreeding@dentonrc.com

When Debra Hobbs Mason, a 
high-ranking United Methodist 
official in North Texas, read out 
the result of the vote on Sunday 
afternoon, more than 200 mem-
bers of First United Methodist 

Church of Denton got on their feet. 
A standing ovation was the order 
of the day.

The downtown church had 

just cast an astonishing vision to 
benefit the city’s working poor: 
The church will donate 2 acres of 
land located in downtown Denton, 

and then build a 185-unit apart-
ment complex on the acreage. The 
development will be expressly for 
families who can’t afford soaring 
housing prices.

Officials said renters eligible 
for a unit are part of a club no 
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UNT again 
ranks No. 1 
nationally 
in scoring 
defense
>> Sports, 4A
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‘A God-sized dream’
Methodists approve $40M affordable 
housing project in downtown Denton

Lucinda Breeding-Gonzales/DRC
Members of First United Methodist Church of Denton hand in their secret ballots on Sunday. The church overwhelmingly voted to donate 2 
acres of land in downtown Denton and build 185 apartment units for families struggling to afford housing. The $40 million project will be fund-
ed through federal grants and the expertise and work of Volunteers of America and Matthews Southwest, which built the Omni Dallas Hotel.
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Ex-law 
officer 
pleads no 
contest 
to fraud 
charge

Brice Hicks

After pandemic years, 
spring breakers are 

diving into travel
People climb 
the stairs to 
ride the slides 
at Great Wolf 
Lodge in Grape-
vine on Thurs-
day.

Juan Figueroa/
The Dallas 
Morning News

Jalen Wilson named  
Big 12 Player of the Year

Guyer alumnus Jalen Wilson, now at 
Kansas, was unanimously named the 
Big 12 Conference’s men’s basket-
ball player of the year Sunday by the 
league’s coaches. >> Sports, 4A

How building boom, staff 
shortages overwhelmed 
North Texas cities
Development leaders from Denton 
and other cities discussed the chal-
lenges they faced in getting projects 
approved since 2020. >> Regional, 2A
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