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3 killed in Sanger crash were teens
Officials: Passenger
hospitalized; pickup
hit tree soon after
police began pursuit
By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer
zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

Sanger officials Monday afternoon
confirmed that all of the occupants in a

vehicle that crashed over the weekend
while fleeing from police were teenage
boys — with the three who were killed
being ages 14, 15 and 16.
The collision happened around
5:30 a.m. Sunday after Sanger police
spotted a pickup connected to burglary
attempts earlier in the night. Donna
Green, a spokesperson for the city of
Sanger, confirmed there were five people in the car when it hit a tree.
She confirmed the deceased boys
are 14, 15 and 16 years old. The two sur-

vivors are the 14-year-old driver and an
18-year-old passenger who is still in a
hospital with life-threatening injuries.
“None of them are from Sanger, but
they’re all from North Texas,” Green
said Monday afternoon. “At least one
of them had ties to Sanger. That’s why
they were here.”
Green said authorities have reached
out to the next of kin for the deceased.
The Tarrant County Medical Examiner’s Office hadn’t identified the three
who died by Monday afternoon.

Fifth Street was closed between
Austin Street and First Baptist Church
because of the crash. Police were in the
area responding to a report that multiple people in a vehicle were attempting
to break into other cars.
Green said Sunday that the people
took off when police spotted them in a
white Ford extended cab truck in the 300
block of North Fifth Street. According to
a news release, police attempted to stop
the truck, and the driver fled, eventually
losing control and crashing into a tree in

Gridlock expected as 12% more travelers will hit roads and skies for Thanksgiving

the 700 block of South Fifth Street, less
than half a mile away.
“[The pursuit] was not very long at
all,” Green said. “Once officers spotted
them, they went to pursue, and [the
crash] happened almost immediately.”
Green said she didn’t know yet what
type of criminal charge the survivors released from the hospital will face, if any.
The crash is still under investigation.
ZAIRA PEREZ can be reached at
940-566-6882 and via Twitter at @
zairalperez.

Rental
houses
coming to
Loop 288
By Steve Brown
The Dallas Morning News

eight-hour trip,” Jaimes said. “I’m
flying to avoid traffic or bad weather
or anything, and leaving a bit late at
night so the airport isn’t too full.”
In total, 3.6 million Texans will
travel by automobile, the most popular and preferred mode of travel.
In collaboration with AAA, INRIX, a private company that gives

Two Arizona builders plan to break
ground next year on single-family
home rental communities in Denton
and Celina.
Christopher Todd Communities and
Taylor Morrison Home Corp. earlier
this year partnered on their first rental
house neighborhood in Grand Prairie.
Taylor Morrison — which builds
for-sale housing across North Texas —
serves as developer and builder in the
rental home joint venture, and Christopher Todd Communities provides community design and management.
The Denton rental community is
planned to have 316 single-story homes
located near Loop 288 and Elm Street.
Construction is set to start on the project next year.
The Denton community will have
one- and two-bedroom houses ranging
from about 750 to 1,050 square feet.
In Celina, the builders plan 264 rent
homes in the Cross Creek Meadows
community being built east of Preston
Road by Corson Cramer Development.
Taylor Morrison builds homes for sale
in this same community.
The Celina rental community will
include houses as large as three bedrooms with 1,250 square feet. A second-quarter groundbreaking is set.
“Taylor Morrison is excited to begin
development of two more best-in-class
single-story for-rent communities that
offer a vastly different living experience
than traditional apartment living,” Taylor Morrison’s Darin Rowe said in a
statement.
The new rental home communities
will include private backyards, swimming pools, fitness centers and dog
parks.
“Christopher Todd was an early
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Traffic is heavy on Interstate 35 looking south from the Ganzer Road overpass on Monday. More travelers are expected to be hitting the
roads this week for Thanksgiving.

Holiday jam
By Priya Leal
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

As many drivers are expected to
be on the road this Thanksgiving —
including in Denton County — as
before the COVID-19 pandemic,
with 3.9 million Texans predicted to
travel over the holiday, an increase of
12% from last year.
AAA said with 6.4 million more
people traveling across the U.S. for

Thanksgiving, in addition to the
recent reopening of U.S borders to
fully vaccinated international travelers, people should be prepared for
crowded roads and airports.
Air travel across Texas will be
up from 2020, with 230,000 people planning to travel by plane for
Thanksgiving. Air travel has almost
completely recovered from the hit
it took during the pandemic, with

it now up 80% from last year. Additionally, 50,000 Texans will be
traveling by bus, train or cruise, an
increase of 258%, as many of these
travel options have reopened.
Angela Jaimes, a sophomore at
the University of North Texas, said
she plans on flying to Houston for
Thanksgiving to see her family.
“I’m actually flying because every time I drive, it ends up being an

Q&A with state Sen. Nelson:
‘It’s time to pass the torch’
By Annette Fuller
Denton County magazine

EDITOR’S NOTE: This article first
appeared in the November/December
2021 edition of Denton County magazine.
Sen. Jane Nelson announced in July
that she will not run again in 2022, saying her 10th term will be her last. The
highest-ranking Republican in the state
Senate answered Denton County magazine’s questions about her long public
service as well as her personal life.
Q: Tell us more about your deci-

7

.

83197

.

.

.

00020

.

.

.

.

5

sion not to run again.
A: It has been a great honor to
serve in the Texas Senate, and I’ve
loved every minute. However, a former
colleague once told me you’ll know
when it’s time, and it’s time to pass the
torch. We just completed a successful
session. I successfully carried the past
four state budgets and am going out on
a high note.
In your long legislative career,
what lessons have you learned about
representing your constituents?
I have stuck to a fairly simple set

State
Sen. Jane
Nelson,
R-Flower
Mound,
shown in
an undated
photo, says
her 10th
term will
be her last
because
“it’s time
to pass the
torch.”

of principles. Listen. Work hard.
Get results. I strived to keep to that
formula throughout my career, and I
think that’s why my constituents kept
sending me back to Austin to represent
their values and priorities.
Constituents sometimes do not
understand the reality of what goes
on in Austin. How do you handle
that?
Communication. I read every letter
and email that arrives in my office,

Courtesy
photo/
Sen. Jane
Nelson
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Support local journalism.
Call 940-566-6888 to subscribe.
Got a news tip or breaking news to report?
Email drc@dentonrc.com, call 940-566-6860,
or find us on Facebook and Twitter at @dentonrc.

Additional content, including
interactive puzzles and games
and a weekly news recap, can
be found in our e-Edition, available to all print and
digital subscribers at DentonRC.com/eedition.
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