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UNT TE Pirtle 
finds role after 
long journey
Sports, 1B

Guitarist builds 
music school for 
future rockers
Denton Time

Six-year-old 
Vincent Espino-
sa, left, reads 
to Guyer High 
School student 
Rachel Weidman 
at South Branch 
Library, Wednes-
day in Denton. 
South Branch Li-
brary sets aside 
time and space 
for peer tutoring 
every Wednes-
day afternoon. 
Students from 
kindergarten 
through 12th 
grade can get 
homework help 
on core subjects, 
like math and 
English, from 
qualified volun-
teer high school 
students. For 
more informa-
tion, or to volun-
teer, visit http://
bit.ly/dplteens.

Jeff Woo/DRC

Homework buddy lends helping hand

By Colleen Long, Martha Mendoza  
and Garance Burke
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Separated from 
his father at the U.S.-Mexico border last 
year, the little boy, about 7 or 8, was un-
der the delusion that his dad had been 
killed. And he thought he was next.

Other children believed their parents 
had abandoned them. And some suf-
fered physical symptoms because of their 
mental trauma, clinicians reported to in-
vestigators with a government watchdog.

“You get a lot of ‘my chest hurts,’ 
even though everything is fine” medi-
cally, a clinician told investigators. The 
children would describe emotional 
symptoms: “Every heartbeat hurts,” or 
“I can’t feel my heart.”

Children separated during the 
Trump administration’s “zero toler-
ance policy” last year, many already 
distressed in their home countries or by 
their journey, showed more fear, feel-
ings of abandonment and post-trau-
matic stress symptoms than children 
who were not separated, according to 
a report Wednesday from the inspector 
general’s office in the Department of 
Health and Human Services.

The chaotic reunification process 
only added to their ordeal.

Some cried inconsolably. Some were 

angry and confused. “Other children 
expressed feelings of fear or guilt and 
became concerned for their parents’ 
welfare,” according to the report.

The child who believed his father 
was killed “ultimately required emer-
gency psychiatric care to address his 
mental health distress,” a program di-
rector told investigators.

Child psychiatrist Dr. Gilbert Kliman, 
who interviewed dozens of migrant chil-
dren in shelters after zero-tolerance took 
effect, told the PBS series “Frontline” and 
The Associated Press that the kids can 
move on with their lives after reunifying 
with parents but may never get over it.

As children they have night terrors, 
separation anxiety, trouble concentrat-
ing. As they become adults, they face 
greater risks of mental and physical 

challenges, from depression to cancer.
Among the separated children, he 

foresees “an epidemic of physical, psy-
chosomatic health problems that are 
costly to society as well as to the individ-
ual child grown up. I call it a vast, cruel 
experiment on the backs of children.”

The AP obtained a copy of the re-
port in advance of the official release, 
the first substantial accounting by a 
government agency on how family 
separation under the Trump policy has 
affected the mental health of children. 
It was based on interviews with about 
100 mental health clinicians who had 
regular interactions with children but 
did not directly address the quality of 
the care the children did receive.

By Marko Álvarez, Danica Coto  
and Michael Weissenstein
Associated Press

FREEPORT, Bahamas — The 
ground crunched under Greg Alem’s 
feet on Wednesday as he walked over 
the ruins of his home, laid waste by 
Hurricane Dorian. He touched a splin-
tered beam of wood and pointed to the 
fallen trees, overcome by memories.

“We planted those trees ourselves. 
Everything has a memory, you know,” 
he said. “It’s so, so sad. ... In the Bible 
there is a person called Job, and I feel 
like Job right now. He’s lost everything, 
but his faith kept him strong.”

The devastation wrought by Dorian 
— and the terror it inflicted during its 
day-and-a-half mauling of the Baha-
mas — came into focus Wednesday 
as the passing of the storm revealed 
a muddy, debris-strewn landscape of 
smashed and flooded-out homes on 
Abaco and Grand Bahama islands. 
The official death toll from the stron-
gest hurricane on record ever to hit the 
country jumped to 20, and there was 
little doubt it would climb higher.

With a now-distant Dorian pushing 
its way up the Southeastern U.S. coast, 

menacing Georgia and the Carolinas, 
many people living in the Bahamas 
were in shock as they slowly came out 
of shelters and checked on their homes.

In one community, George Bolter 
stood in the bright sunshine and sur-
veyed the ruins of what was once his 
home. He picked at the debris, trying to 
find something, anything, salvageable. 
A couple of walls were the only thing 
left.

“I have lost everything,” he said. 
“I have lost all my baby’s clothes, my 
son’s clothes. We have nowhere to stay, 

A
merica’s poor were punished for their pov-
erty in Poorhouses, a system rooted in 17th 
century English law. Anne Sullivan, Helen 

Keller’s famous teacher, came from an infamous 
Massachusetts poorhouse.

Denton County’s symbols of civilization 
included its first courthouse, built just after Texas 
gained statehood in 1846; the first jail, built in 
1861; and the Poor Farm, created in 1883.

Poor farms were agricultural community poor-
houses in 65 of Texas’ 254 counties. Denton’s Poor 
Farm, on the north side of Mingo Road between 
Collins and Laney Roads, was supervised by a 

full-time superintendent who guaranteed faithful 
execution of duties with a $1,000 bond and yearly 
inspections. He received a salary; His wife washed, 
sewed and cooked without compensation. The farm 
started with four white tenants and one tenant of 
color, each paid $8.33 per month from farm profits.

The first superintendent, Capt. J.A. Kinnin, 
left Denton to manage Dallas’ Poor Farm. Wil-
liam Roland Laney became the second superin-
tendent in 1892. The county provided 375 acres of 
land, farming tools, implements, cows and mules. 
Laney’s contract paid $40 per month, requiring 
him to provide a horse, sell farm products, collect 

rent for 25 acres, and deliver proceeds to the 
county. Laneys’ family lived in the main house; 
tenants lived in smaller houses.

County commissioners instructed Laney to run 
the Poor Farm as a prudent farmer and to care 
for paupers in a kind and humane manner, which 
was progressive in 1892. Commissioners walked a 
fine line between doling out charity, which would 
have been viewed negatively by constituents, and 
providing a much-needed social service.

The superintendent’s job was tough. Many 
tenants were elderly or mentally/physically 
disabled. Widows without children sometimes 

became paupers. Because everyone couldn’t work, 
those who could worked harder.

Superintendent Laney made the Poor Farm 
self-supporting. His prudence led the county to pay 
$367.30 to bore a well in 1893, and to purchase six 
pigs and a bull in 1897. Laney remained superin-
tendent until 1908. G.W. Pugh followed Laney until 
his death on the Poor Farm in 1909. W.B. Brown 

By Dalton LaFerney
Staff Writer
dalton.laferney@dentonrc.com

The last of four men accused of 
raping a 15-year-old girl in Pilot Point 
pleaded guilty Wednesday to a third-de-
gree felony charge of 
enticing a child.

Xavier Scott, 21, 
has been ordered to 
pay a $1,000 fine and 
serve 10 years’ proba-
tion after his attorney 
reached a plea agree-
ment with Denton 
County prosecutors.

The plea Wednes-
day afternoon inside Judge Brody 
Shanklin’s 211th District Courtroom 
ended a trail of guilty pleas to the same 
offense and punishment for Scott, Trey-
mon Johnson, Desmen Crawford and 
DaCoven Bailey.

“It will never be over for my daugh-
ter,” the victim’s mother said in court 
Wednesday while standing next to one 
of the prosecutors assigned to the case.

She said her daughter didn’t leave 
their home for eight months after she 
was raped in the summer of 2017. She 
said her daughter lived in cycles of pan-
ic, isolation, anger and sadness.

All four men were arrested by Pilot 
Point police during the winter of 2017. 
Police said the men raped the 15-year-
old in July 2017. They were indicted last 
fall on sexual assault of a child.

Starting in mid-July with Crawford, 
22, three of the men pleaded guilty. 
Crawford pleaded guilty to enticing a 
child. Bailey, 21, pleaded guilty to the 

Poor Farm treated tenants kindly

IG says separated kids traumatized
Children removed from 
parents at border had 
increased signs of post-
traumatic stress

4th man 
enters plea 
in 2017 
rape case

Xavier 
Scott

21-year-old pleads 
guilty to enticing a 
child felony charge

Hurricane death toll climbs 
to 20 in devastated Bahamas

Al Diaz, Miami Herald/AP

Destruction from Hurricane Dorian is shown Wednesday at Marsh Har-
bour in Great Abaco Island, Bahamas.
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