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Fine named C-USA’s 
preseason offensive 
player of the year
Sports, 1B

Police find 37 pounds 
of meth inside vehicle 
that crashed on I-35E
Blotter, 2A

By Lizzy Spangler
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

A year into the making, there 
is now a patent pending for a de-
vice that can detect credit card 
skimmers.

At the University of North 
Texas’ Cyber Forensics Lab, 
UNT professor Scott Belshaw 
worked to create the device with 
Michael Saylor, president of Cy-
ber Defense Labs, and students 
at UNT’s Texas Academy of 
Mathematics and Science.

“I’ve spoken with some of the 

big major gas companies and 
they’re just excited about, ‘Wow! 
That would be something that 
would be great,’” Belshaw said. 
“Because you look at, like Buc-
ee’s over here that has so many 
gas pumps, somebody could pop 
one in there and you wouldn’t 
even know.”

Skimming is when a device is 
used to steal information from 

a credit card that’s being used 
for an everyday transaction like 
getting gas or money from an 
ATM. Skimmers can be placed 
over almost any type of credit 
card reader but are most often 
found at gas stations and ATMs, 
according to The Balance, a per-
sonal finance website.

“There’s the Bluetooth skim-
mer that is primarily found in 

gas pumps,” Saylor said. “And 
so it’s inside the pump and it 
transmits out over a Bluetooth 
connection to bad guys waiting 
in the parking lot or next door.”

When an ATM is compro-
mised by a skimmer, the device 
is usually placed over the card 
slot so it can capture informa-
tion from a card while it’s insert-
ed.

“Those are usually in con-
junction with some hidden 

Detector sniffs out skimmers
UNT team creates tech to find 

devices that steal credit card info

University 

of North 

Texas pro-

fessor Scott 

Belshaw 

shows off a 

preliminary 

design for 

the credit 

card skim-

mer detector 

he helped 

create. A 

patent is 

currently 

pending.
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By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer
marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Denton County residents could see their first 
100-degree day of the summer on Tuesday.

According to the National Weather Service, the 
average first day to see the temperature in the Dal-
las-Fort Worth region is July 1. Monday’s high tem-
perature at Denton Enterprise Airport was 94.

Juan Hernandez, a weather service meteorologist, 
said Tuesday is the most likely day to hit 100 degrees 
in the coming week.

“[Tuesday] is going to be the hottest day, and it’s 
actually going to feel the hottest,” Hernandez said 
Monday afternoon.

He said the heat index — which indicates how hot 
it feels — of 105 to 107 degrees could be seen across 
the county, but the actual temperature might hover 
just below the triple-digit summer milestone.

100 degrees possible today

It’ll feel like 105-107 even if thermometer doesn’t hit century mark, forecasters say
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Cody and Catherine Alexander practice their tee shots Monday at Denton’s North Lakes Driving Range. Monday’s high temperature in Denton was 

94, but Tuesday could be the first day topping 100 degrees this summer.

By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer
pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

LEWISVILLE — The DCTA staff 
is calling 2019 its year of change, but 
preliminary budget documents un-
veiled Monday showed little chang-
ing for fiscal year 2020.

New board members for the 
Denton County Transportation Au-
thority buckled in for the long ride 
Monday in a workshop that lasted 
most of the day. DCTA President 
Raymond Suarez said the staff 
understood that some new board 
members are accustomed to ze-
ro-based budgeting and other finan-
cial tools, and they would deliver on 
providing those details.

Board members saw everything 
from a chart of accounts to a long-
range forecast projected to 2035.

They also met behind closed 
doors to discuss the development 
of the rail corridor and other tran-
sit-oriented development. Corinth 
has renewed talks with DCTA for a 
possible rail station there.

Public hearings for next year’s 
budget are still a month away and 
the agency won’t formally adopt the 
spending plan until September, but 
key themes emerged during the pub-
lic portion of the preliminary talks.

Here are five takeaways from 
Monday’s discussion:

1
 
A new board means a fresh 
look at the numbers.

New executive board members 
include Carrollton resident Randall 
Chrisman, a former board chair-
man for Dallas Area Rapid Transit, 
and three elected officials: Denton 
Mayor Chris Watts, Corinth Mayor 

DCTA’s 
year of 
change, 
so far
5 takeaways, including 
new board’s direction 
to keep budget flat

A green anole 

lizard rests 

on a brick 

wall under 

the shade of 

foliage Mon-

day at a home 

in northeast 

Denton.
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By Colleen Long
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Reversing de-
cades of U.S. policy, the Trump admin-
istration said Monday it will end all asy-
lum protections for most migrants who 

arrive at the U.S.-Mex-
ico border — the pres-
ident’s most forceful 
attempt yet to block 
asylum claims and 
slash the number of 
people seeking refuge 
in America.

The new rule, ex-
pected to go into effect Tuesday, would 
cover countless would-be refugees, 

many of them fleeing violence and pov-
erty in Central America. It is certain to 
face legal challenges.

According to the plan published 
in the Federal Register, migrants who 
pass through another country — in 
this case, Mexico — on their way to the 
U.S. will be ineligible for asylum. The 
rule also applies to children who have 

crossed the border alone.
The vast majority of people affected 

by the rule are from Central America. 
But sometimes migrants from Africa, 
Cuba or Haiti and other countries try to 
come through the U.S.-Mexico border, 
as well.

There are some exceptions, includ-
ing for victims of human trafficking 
and asylum-seekers who were denied 
protection in another country. If the 

country the migrant passed through 
did not sign one of the major interna-
tional treaties governing how refugees 
are managed (though most Western 
countries signed them) a migrant could 
still apply for U.S. asylum.

Mexican Foreign Relations Secre-
tary Marcelo Ebrard said Monday that 
his country “does not agree with any 

Trump moves to block asylum at southern border
New rule would cover 

many migrants who pass 

through Mexico into US
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