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Jill Hackett, a recent University 
of North Texas graduate, finished 
her degree in industrial organiza-
tion psychology with a successful 
crowdfunding campaign.

The campaign was a project for 
her social entrepreneurship class, a 
course taught by professor Jeremy 
Short that she took to satisfy her 
minor in management. She and her 
campaign project partner, Jere-
miah Pletan, joined forces to raise 
money for the Children’s Cancer 
Fund.

The nonprofit’s mission is to 
prioritize care methods for North 
Texas children fighting cancer. It 
also works to improve the quali-
ty of the children’s live in part by 
bringing families who are going 
through treatments together. Fam-
ilies share social events throughout 
the year through the Children’s 
Cancer Fund.

Hackett and Pletan had some-
thing besides their social entre-
preneurship in common: both had 
dealt with cancer, up close and 
personal.

“It was actually my partner, 
Jeremiah,” Hackett said. “He has a 
brother who went through child-
hood cancer. It was on his list, be-
cause Dr. Short had us go through 
some possible topics that we’re 
interested in. Whenever I saw that 
he was interested in cancer, it was 
a no brainer for me.”

In late August of 2022, Hackett 
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The Denton Police Department 
honored seven individuals ranging 
from sergeants to a new assistant 
chief in its promotion ceremony 
Wednesday.

Chief Doug Shoemaker said 
those promoted to new leadership 

positions have demonstrated their 
commitment to excellent policing 
and the future of the agency.

“Even in my brief few months 
here, it’s apparent this agency has 
the makings to be amongst the 
very best,” Shoemaker said. “Real-
izing potential is not easy. It takes 
time and patience. We will work as 
a team to make this path forward. 

I’m excited to see the results 
ahead.”

Steve Buchanan promoted 
to assistant chief

Buchanan joined the Denton 
Police Department in 1998. He 
spent seven years as a patrol 
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One of the familiar names asso-
ciated with North Texas athletics 
will soon be relegated to history.

UNT’s football venue has been 
known as Apogee Stadium since it 
opened in 2011.

UNT athletic director Jared 
Mosley confirmed to the Denton 
Record-Chronicle on Tuesday that 

the school is well 
into the process of 
finding a new nam-
ing rights partner 
after Apogee, an 
Austin-based com-
pany that special-
izes in technology 
services for higher 
education, opt-
ed out of its 20-year, $20 million 
naming rights agreement.

Apogee billed itself as the na-
tion’s largest provider of residen-
tial networking services in higher 
education when it purchased the 
naming rights for the stadium in 
the months before it opened.

“Apogee had an interest in cam-
pus that served them well,” Mosley 
said. “They felt like it was time to 
look at something different. Now 
we will have an opportunity to see 
what the market will bear.

“We feel fairly good about the 
valuation for the stadium with 
where it is located on the I-35 
corridor.”

UNT has been working with 
Independent Sports & Entertain-
ment as it looks for a new naming 
rights partner for the stadium that 
sits at the juncture of the East and 
West branches of Interstate 35. ISE 
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Teens in Deep East Texas 
have trouble accessing 
sex ed, contraceptives
When condoms were distributed at a 
career fair, West Sabine High School 
teens grabbed handfuls, but they 
weren’t allowed to bring them home.
>> State, 3A

Tips for dealing with 
winter allergy season

In Texas, Ashe juniper trees, also 
known as mountain cedars, are the 
culprit behind the allergy condition 
called cedar fever. 
>> Local, 2A

Apogee Stadium to be 
renamed — for a price 

DRC file photo
The University of North Texas is in the market for a new naming rights partner for what is now known as Apogee Stadium.
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Denton police name new assistant 
chief, sergeants among promotions

Brooke Colombo/DRC
The promoted leaders of the Denton Police Department pose for a 
photo with Chief Doug Shoemaker at Wednesday’s promotion cer-
emony.See DPD on 4A
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UNT’s Noble 
returns to Super 
Pit as 1,000-point 
scorer 
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