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Support local journalism. 

Call 940-566-6836 to subscribe.

Got a news tip or breaking news to report? 

Email drc@dentonrc.com, call 940-566-6860,  

or find us on Facebook and Twitter at @dentonrc.
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Plenty of sun and 
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Denton-based 
ReadyRosie 
ready for growth
Business, 1D

Mean Green  
fall to rival  
SMU 49-27
Sports, 1B

Guyer tops Cedar Hill in wild win at Cotton Bowl / Sports, 1B

By Lucinda Breeding
Features Editor

cbreeding@dentonrc.com

DUNCANVILLE — Even the light 
through the stained glass at Trinity 
United Methodist Church seemed to 
second the rainbow shirts, stickers and 
logos around the Duncanville sanc-

tuary. Flecks of red, orange, yellow 
and green danced on the carpet. Thin 
strands of blue, indigo and violet light 
painted the white walls around the 
windows.

The congregation had just made the 
decision: Trinity is officially a reconcil-
ing congregation. As of now, the church 
doors are open to everyone — regardless 
of sexual orientation or gender identity. 

And on the altar? The Rev. Jane 
Graner, who makes the trek from Den-

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

It’s not out of the ordinary for the 
Denton Civic Center Pool to come 
alive in the summer with swimmers 
splashing and having fun, but it’s not 
every day that it’s filled with dogs.

The Denton Parks Foundation 
organized the city’s first pool party 
for dogs Saturday morning. The $15 
entry fee from each dog owner will 
be donated to help fund the new dog 
park in north Denton.

Brooke Moore, executive director 
of the foundation, said the money 
they raise will help add tables, bench-
es, shade features and anything else 
that would benefit the park.

“We’re helping fill that gap of funds 

that tax dollars can’t fill,” Moore said.
While any kind of fundraiser could 

raise money for this, Moore wanted to 
have the Splish Splash Doggie Bash 
because the city hadn’t opened the 
pool to pups before.

After she got the OK for the pool 
party, organizers had two months to 
plan it out so the pool party would fall 
on the weekend after the city closed 
the pool to humans for the fall.

A few minutes before 9 a.m., peo-
ple and their furry friends were lined 
up outside the gates. Dogs started to 
get to know each other while they 
waited for their owners to show proof 
of vaccination to get in.

Dogs lingered around the pool 

Pups-only 
pool party

Denton dogs splash and have a blast in inaugural fundraising event

Saturday’s Splish Splash Doggie Bash meant there were a lot of toys 

tossed into the Denton Civic Center Pool and then happily retrieved.

By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer

pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

Denton’s credit collections practic-
es will get one more round of scrutiny 
this week as the City Council puts the 
final touches on the fiscal year 2019-20 
budget.

Back-to-back City Council meetings 
this week will end with two public hear-
ings Tuesday night. The council is seek-
ing feedback on both next year’s budget 
and the proposed tax rate to support it: 
59.0454 cents per $100 valuation.

Tuesday’s agenda also includes an 
update from customer service staff on 
the new “pay-as-you-go” program for 

N
o wonder the state of Texas can’t 
fix a problem every other state 
knows how to handle.

Others 
provide driver’s 
licenses in a 
way that doesn’t 
inflict cruel and 
unusual punish-
ment on people.

Recap: lines 
at most driver’s 
license centers of-
ten start forming 
in the morning 
heat even before 
the doors open.

It’s not unusu-
al to hear stories of people who wait 
three, four or five hours to get their 
driver’s license renewed.

Here’s to the lucky few who get in 

First openly gay pastor 
ordained in southern 
UMC is from Denton

As a church 

member 

extinguishes 

candles on 

the alter near-

ing the end of 

the service, 

the Rev. Jane 

Graner prays 

over the con-

gregation at 

Trinity United 

Methodist 

Church in 

Duncanville.

Kara Dry/DRC

Council 
has big 
issues 
on deck
Back-to-back meetings 
will include talks on 
past-due utility bills, 
appraisal district board

The cross and 
the rainbow

Kara Dry/DRC

Shake! A pup dries off at the Splish Splash Doggie Bash on Saturday. Denton’s first pool party for dogs helped the Denton Parks Foundation  

raise money for amenities at the city’s second dog park. 

See DOGS on 9A

Your license 
questions 
answered

Dave  
Lieber
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