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By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

A majority of Denton ISD students 
have expressed an interest in virtual 
learning for the coming school year 
ahead of Tuesday’s school board meet-
ing.

According to information posted in 
the board’s agenda online, right around 
62% of all enrolled students seem inter-
ested.

All parts of the district showed in-
terest at levels between 64% and 67% 
except for Guyer High School and sur-
rounding schools, which totaled just 
49% interest in online learning.

The total number of registrations so 
far accounts for only 22,013 students 
— several thousand shy of enrollment 
numbers for the previous school year. 
Denton ISD previously asked parents 
to commit their students to either 
in-person or remote learning by this 
Wednesday, Aug. 12. However, all stu-
dents are expected to learn remotely 
until in-person classes start Sept. 8.

Aug. 26 is the first scheduled day 
of classes for the district, but teachers 
have already headed back to campuses 
to prepare.

Board members are also likely to 
approve a waiver available through 
the Texas Education Agency allowing 
the district to offer high schoolers the 
chance to attend in-person classes on 

By Edgar Walters and Emma Platoff
The Texas Tribune

The number of Texans being tested 
for the coronavirus has fallen sharply in 
recent weeks, a trend that has worried 
public health experts as officials con-
sider sending children back to school 
while thousands more Texans are in-
fected each day.

In the week ending Aug. 8, an aver-
age 36,255 coronavirus tests were ad-
ministered in Texas each day — a drop 
of about 42% from two weeks earlier, 
when the average number of daily tests 
was 62,516.

At the same time, the percentage 
of tests yielding positive results has 
climbed, up to 20% on average in the 
week ending Aug. 8. Two weeks earlier, 
the average positivity rate was around 
14%.

On Saturday, the state set a record 
for its positivity rate, with more than 

half of that day’s roughly 14,000 viral 
tests indicating an infection.

Taken together, the low number of 
tests and the large percentage of posi-
tive results suggest inadequacies in the 
state’s public health surveillance effort 
at a time when school reopenings are 
certain to increase viral spread, health 
experts said.

“Opening the schools is a really com-
plicated problem, and the best thing we 
can do is get the number of cases down 
so kids can go back to school safely,” said 
Catherine Troisi, an infectious disease 
epidemiologist at UTHealth School of 
Public Health in Houston. “There are 
so many reasons why kids need to be 
in school, particularly younger kids, 
but we’re finding out more and more 
they can get infected, and the concern 
is them bringing it home and spread-
ing in the community and spreading to 
teachers.

“I think the worst thing would be for 
schools to open, then close,” she said. 
“That really makes it hard on parents, 
that unpredictability, and there’s a lot 
of costs associated with opening the 
schools safely.”

The decline in tests may be driv-
en in at least some places by a drop in 
demand. In Austin, health officials say 
fewer people are seeking tests through 
the city’s online portal and at local 
events. Local officials had been forced 
in late June to limit testing only to peo-
ple who were showing symptoms of the 
coronavirus. Now, they are opening it 
back up to asymptomatic people.

And at sites in Dallas, testing num-
bers have been declining over the past 
few weeks as locals utilize less of the 
city’s capacity.

The number of tests performed in 

Back-to-school worries as Texas virus testing plummets
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A test kit is displayed at the Texas Division of Emergency Management’s 

new “mega site” for free COVID-19 testing at Minute Maid Park in Hous-

ton on Saturday. Last week Texas saw an average 36,255 virus tests ad-

ministered each day — down 42% from two weeks earlier.See TEXAS on 5A

By Brett Vito
Staff Writer

bvito@dentonrc.com

Evan Frantum never paid a 
whole lot of attention to college 
sports growing up.

It wasn’t until the Frisco native 
enrolled at the University of North 
Texas that he decided to expand his 
horizons beyond pro sports and ven-
tured to Apogee Stadium to watch 
the Mean Green.

Frantum didn’t realize it, but that 
decision helped transform him into 

an example of how UNT’s athletics 
department hopes to grow its fan 
and donor base. He quickly became 
a fan of UNT’s quarterback at the 
time, Mason Fine, then of the team 
and finally the school’s entire athlet-
ics program.

Frantum passed on claiming 
the two free football season tickets 
UNT offers to students who grad-
uated the previous year to join the 
ranks of fans who pay to watch the 
Mean Green. He spent nearly $700 
to claim two seats near the 50-yard 

line after graduating in May.
“My hobbies are UNT sports,” 

Frantum said. “It was a no-brain-
er on my part. I purchased tickets 
right in the middle of the COVID-19 

lockdown because I want to be char-
itable to my school and the athletics 
program that I’m passionate about.”

Growing young fans

UNT sees potential as pandemic threatens college athletics
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North Texas fans cheer as the team runs onto the field before a game against Houston last season at Apogee Stadium. UNT set an Apogee 

attendance record of 30,123 fans for its loss to the Cougars largely because of a big turnout among young fans and students, a group that 

is vitally important to the future of the program.

EDITOR’S NOTE
The University of North Texas athletics department is facing a financial challenge 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic and is looking to its fans and donors to help see 

it through. The Denton Record-Chronicle’s two-part series on the program’s ability 

to survive that challenge concludes today with a look at its efforts to draw in a 

new generation of fans and boosters.

By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Denton City Council members 
Tuesday will vote on 11 items dealing 
with non-annexation agreements with 
property owners near the city’s borders.

The council has routinely made 
such agreements since 2010, with the 
most recent batch of agreements pro-
cessed in 2016.

Property owners with some form 
of agricultural exemption essentially 
promise to abide by certain develop-
ment standards, and in turn, the city 
agrees to not annex the property. An-
nexation comes with certain perks for 
property owners, and it brings in more 

tax revenue for municipalities.
Some property owners, however, 

aren’t keen on the prospect. Roughly 
80% of the 156 property owners sent 
notice of the impending non-annex-
ation agreements had signed onto the 
five-year compromise ahead of Tues-
day’s council meeting. At least seven 
others had requested some change to 
their agreements.

Nathan Harvey, one of the property 

owners seeking changes to the non-an-
nexation agreements, created the on-
line group “City of Denton Forced An-
nexation” on Facebook.

He urged fellow property owners 
to contact him in a post made after an 
Aug. 4 City Council meeting.

“I believe the reality is property own-
ers were told to sign this agreement 
within the next week, which allows us 
to annex you in 5 years, or be annexed 

now,” he wrote in part. “It’s like being 
told, ‘I’m going to chop your arm off 
now, or you can sign this agreement 
that you agree to me chopping it off in 5 
years.’ That’s not really a choice.”

A bill signed into law in 2017 al-
lows for property owners up to 45-year 
contracts, and some property owners 
previously asked council members for 

‘Neighbors, but they’re not residents’
City Council to discuss 
non-annexation deals

See COUNCIL on 5A

See UNT on 5A

Schools’ 
future 
on board 
agenda
Denton ISD trustees 
to talk online learning 
and new campuses

See DENTON ISD on 5A


