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QB, Reeder 
were quick to 
develop rapport
Sports, 1B

Property at Oak 
and Fry streets 
has been sold
Local news, 4A

By Jenna Duncan
Staff Writer

jduncan@dentonrc.com

FORT WORTH — Plans are be-
coming more solidified for the Univer-
sity of North Texas branch campus in 
Frisco, as officials reviewed an official 
master plan for the property during a 
Board of Regents meeting Thursday.

Regents grappled with how the 
campus will fit into the system, asking 
questions about dual enrollment with 
other UNT System schools and asking 
how long it will remain a branch cam-

pus before it turns into its own entity. 
Neal Smatresk, UNT president, said he 
hopes Frisco will stay a branch campus 
forever.

“Frisco will be able to tap into the 
power of a Carnegie Tier One campus 
immediately, and we already have mul-
tiple programs out there, so this offers 
them a full suite of services in higher 
education,” Smatresk said. “This aug-
ments us and complements [UNT] in-
stead of diminishing us.”

The newest version of the master 
plan was presented by Jack Black, de-
sign director at architecture firm Ayers 
Saint Gross. It remained largely the 
same as the plan presented at the re-
gents’ last meeting in May. This time, 

the plan is up for final 
board approval Friday, 
and if approved, it will 
officially be the guid-
ing document to build 
out the campus.

The meeting cov-
ered the master plan 
and got things in order 
for the upcoming aca-

demic year, from discussing budgets to 
electing board member Laura Wright 
as the new chairwoman of the board. 
She replaced G. Brint Ryan, who has 
served as chairman for six years.

Plans for the Frisco campus include 

By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer

pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

PILOT POINT — History’s activists 
plan a community remembrance cere-
mony in December, a special memori-
al to stand in place of the funerals that 
Denton County’s lynching victims and 
their families never had.

The Denton County Community 
Remembrance Project, a still-growing 
grassroots group of volunteers, chose 
December for several reasons. The 
time frame gives volunteers a chance 
to create a meaningful event. They also 
wanted enough time for other people, 
including affected families, to become 
part of the planning. And a December 
ceremony would fall on the 97th anni-
versary of one of the few documented 
lynchings in Denton County.

On Dec. 14, 1922, two men were 
taken from the Pilot Point jail and nev-
er heard from again. Left behind in 
their place at the jail was a chilling note 
meant to terrorize the black community.

A key part of the ceremony will be 
to collect soil that will ultimately be-
come part of the memorial at the Lega-
cy Museum in Montgomery, Alabama. 
The Equal Justice Initiative opened the 
museum, along with the National Me-
morial of Peace and Justice, to national 
acclaim last year.

Pilot Point resident Cecelia Harris 
was among the volunteers who spent 
90 minutes Thursday evening around 
a table at the Pilot Point Senior Cen-
ter talking about the next steps. It was 

UNT’s budget, Frisco plans firm up
Wright replaces Ryan as 
Board of Regents chair

University of 
North Texas 
President Neal 
Smatresk, left, 
and Chancellor 
Lesa Roe, center, 
present G. Brint 
Ryan a framed 
UNT football 
jersey and a 
plaque following 
the announce
ment Thursday of 
Ryan’s retirement 
from the UNT 
Board of Regents. 

Twitter

Laura 
Wright

Kara Dry/DRC

Crew members lay asphalt Thursday on the Brinker Road underpass at Interstate 35E, where construction began this week. Under an economic 
deal Denton made with Bucee’s, the city contributed $2.1 million for the new underpass at Brinker as part of the $26.6 million project that 
widens I35E from four lanes to six from Mayhill Road to Dallas Drive. The entire project is expected to be finished in November — nearly one 
year behind schedule.

Brinker’s future path

By Ilan Ben Zion and Lisa Mascaro
Associated Press

JERUSALEM — With a push from 
President Donald Trump, Israel on 
Thursday barred two Muslim-Ameri-
can congresswomen from entering the 
country for a visit, an extraordinary 
step bringing the longtime U.S. ally into 
Trump’s domestic fight against political 

rivals at home.
The U.S. president is essentially re-

lying on Israel to retaliate against two 
freshman lawmakers, Reps. Rashida 
Tlaib of Michigan and Ilhan Omar of 
Minnesota, who are both outspoken 
critics of Israel’s treatment of Palestin-
ians. They are also part of the “squad” 
of liberal newcomers — all women of 

color — whom Trump has labeled the 
face of the Democratic Party as he runs 
for reelection.

It’s a glaring departure from the tra-
dition of American politicians leaving 
domestic disputes at the water’s edge.

For Israel, the willingness to side so 
pointedly with Trump marks a deeper 
foray into America’s bitterly polarized 

politics and risks its relationship with 
Congress. Blocking the visits of two 
lawmakers appears to be unprecedent-
ed.

Israel announced the ban shortly af-
ter Trump tweeted that “it would show 
great weakness” if the two were allowed 

By Dalton LaFerney
Staff Writer

dalton.laferney@dentonrc.com

A city ethics panel on Thursday 
evening asked Denton City Council 
member Keely Briggs to resubmit her 
question asking if she would have a 
conflict of interest if she participates in 
discussions about the construction of a 
Denton police substation.

Briggs entered the panel hearing on 
Thursday hoping for some clarity. She 
left City Hall without an answer.

She originally asked the city’s ethics 
board if she would be violating the eth-
ics ordinance if she weighed in on dis-
cussions about the police substation if 

a contractor hired an architecture firm 
that her sister-in-law’s father owns.

The police substation project first 
needs to be approved by voters in a 
bond election. Once voters approve 
that, the contractor handling the proj-
ect would be officially selected. From 
there, the contractor would be paid by 
the city to complete the project, and the 
contractor would choose the compa-
nies to complete the project.

So the panelists were essentially 
being asked: Would Briggs need to re-
cuse herself from discussions with or 
about the contractor because of a rela-
tionship she has with the architecture 
firm, which technically has not been 

picked yet?
The ethics panel, made up of Rob 

Rayner, Don Cartwright and chair Kar-
en McDaniels, voted 2-1 to ask Briggs 
to resubmit the question for clarity. Mc-
Daniels voted against.

“I was just trying to get ahead of the 
game, and it turned out to be confus-
ing,” Briggs said.

While it was largely agreed Briggs 
likely did not have a conflict of inter-
est because citizens will vote and ulti-
mately decide on whether to approve 
the police substation project, the pan-
el characterized Briggs’ question as 

Panel asks Briggs to clarify ethics inquiry

Dalton LaFerney/DRC

Denton City Council member Keely Briggs looks on as an ethics panel 
works toward an answer to her question Thursday. 

Israel bars 2 Muslim-American legislators
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A winter 
ceremony 
for victims 
of racism
Group plans December 
event to remember 
lives lost to lynching
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