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By Ben Fox
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Federal agents 
who patrol the U.S. border will deploy 
to “sanctuary” cities across the country 
where local jurisdictions are hindering 
stepped up immigration enforcement, 
officials said Friday.

The deployment of Customs and 
Border Patrol agents, some with tactical 
training, to the interior of the country is 
unusual and represents another escala-
tion in the confrontation between the 
Trump administration and the local ju-
risdictions that have set up roadblocks 
to immigration enforcement.

Acting Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement Director Matthew Al-
bence said additional forces are needed 
because people without legal autho-
rization to be in the country are being 
released from local jails in sanctuary 
cities and counties before his agents can 
take them into custody.

ICE then has to make “at large ar-
rests” of these immigrants who have 
been released, Albence said in a state-
ment announcing the move.

“This effort requires a significant 
amount of additional time and resourc-
es,” he said. “When sanctuary cities re-
lease these criminals back to the street, 
it increases the occurrence of prevent-
able crimes, and more importantly, pre-

ventable victims.”
The acting director did not disclose 

when or where the agents would be de-
ployed but an official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity to disclose details 
not provided in the statement, said they 
would include major sanctuary cities 
such as San Francisco, New York, Chi-
cago, Atlanta, Boston and Detroit.

Albence also did not provide de-
tails on the specific types of agents be-
ing deployed, but the official said they 
would come from varied U.S. locations 
and would include officers with tactical 
training that is typically intended to pre-
pare them for potential confrontations 
with traffickers and other criminals.

Immigrant advocates dismissed the 
deployment as a political move by Pres-
ident Donald Trump to excite anti-im-
migration elements among his sup-
porters and intimidate communities 
that have adopted sanctuary policies to 
ensure people cooperate with local law 
enforcement regardless of whether they 
are in the country illegally or not.

“Deploying elite SWAT-like units 
to American cities is dangerous,” said 
Naureen Shah of the American Civil 
Liberties Union. “This is about further 
militarizing streets.”

Shah, senior advocacy and policy 

By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer
marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Incumbent Tim Burch will soon 
defend his elected position of consta-
ble over Denton County’s Precinct 4 
against Danny Fletcher, a sergeant with 
the Denton Police Department.

With no Democrats in the race, the 
race will be decided following the pri-
mary vote on March 3. That means 
only those voting in the Republican pri-
mary will have a say in the head of the 
Precinct 4 constable’s office.

Burch has come under fire in years 

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer
zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

With Denton County Precinct 3 
Constable Jerry Raburn retiring, two 
Republican law enforcement officials 
from Lewisville are vying for the Pre-
cinct 3 constable office.

Constables are peace officers with 
certain powers of arrest. Although con-
stables in Denton County have patrol 
functions and conduct criminal investi-
gations, their primary role in the county 
is to serve as officer of the Justice of the 
Peace Courts for their jurisdiction.

There are six constables in Denton 
County, and each has their own juris-
diction. Precinct 3 covers Lewisville, 
Highland Village and Copper Canyon.

Jeri Rodriguez, 58, is the chief dep-
uty constable for Precinct 3 and has 
experience working as a deputy for 

By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer
pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

The weekend has gorgeous 
weather on tap, a most promising 
interlude between the next round of 
clouds, cold and rain.

Meteorologists are calling for 
sunny skies all weekend, with 
highs in the 60s on Saturday and 
temperatures reaching the 70s 

Sunday afternoon.
Despite what the groundhog 

may have said, there is still plenty of 
winter left for North Texas. The next 
round of rain is expected mid-week.

And, it really has been a cool, wet 
winter so far.

From Jan. 1 to mid-February, 
a total of 7.65 inches of rain fell, 
according to the official record at 
DFW International Airport.

That’s 4.36 inches above normal, 
according to Steve Fano, a meteo-
rologist with the National Weather 
Service.

Forecasters expect the next rainy 
system on Wednesday or Thursday. 
While the cold front could dip far 
enough south to deliver a wintry 
mix, it’s not in the forecast, at least 
not yet, Fano said.

That’s still too many days away 

for the weather service to make the 
call.

“Our confidence is not high 
enough to include it in the forecast,” 
Fano said.

However, they are watching the 
system closely. In a few days, they 
should have a higher confidence in 
what the cold front will bring.

Winter isn’t quite over

Spring temperatures expected this weekend, but cold front follows close behind
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Jack Westhead enjoys the sunny afternoon Friday by taking a snooze on the concrete bannister of the steps to the Denton County Court-

house on the Square in downtown Denton. The weekend will feel like spring with temperatures reaching the 70s on Sunday, but colder 

temperatures and the possibility of more rain are expected by the middle of next week.

By Zachary Cottam and Matt Suarez
North Texas Daily

On Feb. 6, freelance reporter Kenny 
Jacoby released a story on USA Today 
highlighting seven university athletic 
departments that recruited athletes 
with a history of sexual offenses, includ-
ing the University of North Texas.

Prior to and after Jacoby’s article 
was published, the UNT athletic de-
partment claims it was unaware of the 
recruits’ histories prior to their recruit-
ment.

Two former UNT football players 

were listed: linebacker 
Tim Faison and defen-
sive back Darius Turn-
er. Faison, who began 
his college football ca-
reer at Purdue before a 
sexual misconduct oc-
currence pushed him 
to transfer, has played 
the past two seasons 
at UNT but is currently in the transfer 
portal. Turner spent one semester at 
UNT after starting at Arizona Western 
and made three appearances during 

the 2016 season.
Upon the article’s 

release, UNT athletic 
director Wren Bak-
er expressed distaste 
with Jacoby’s content 
and lack of fairness.

“I don’t think it’s 
fair,” Baker said. “[The 
article] says we hav-

en’t made any changes to our recruiting 
policy and we have — we made those 

UNT athletic department rebuts 
story about sexual misconduct
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Wren Baker, shown during his introduction as the University of North 

Texas athletic director in August 2016, took issue with a USA Today arti-

cle, expressing his distaste with the content and lack of fairness.
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