
3-DAY OUTLOOK | Weather, 2A

SATURDAY: Cold 

morning, sunny. Low 

40, high 63. 

SUNDAY: Mostly 

sunny, milder. Low 40, 

high 69. 

MONDAY: Mostly 

sunny and nice. Low 

55, high 73.
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Bowens, defense dominate in Guyer playoff opener / Sports, 17A

IN TODAY’S E-EDITION

Fill your list with our 
Holiday Gift Guide

MEAN GREEN 

GAMEDAY
UTEP at UNT, 3 p.m., Apogee Stadium 
TV: ESPN+ || Radio: 88.1 FM, 95.3 FM

Game preview / Sports, 17A & 21A

By Lucinda Breeding-Gonzales
Features Editor
cbreeding@dentonrc.com

The 87th Texas Legislature has ap-
proved hundreds of millions of dollars 
in tuition revenue bonds for massive 
new projects at the University of North 

Texas and Texas Woman’s University 
campuses in Denton.

Tuition revenue bonds are construc-
tion bonds that universities can sell to 
fund future building projects on their 
campuses.

The state approved $113.4 million in 

tuition revenue bonds for UNT, which 
will build a 167,700-square-foot re-
search building that will serve students 
and faculty in biological, physical and 
material research.

The state also approved $100 mil-
lion in tuition revenue bonds for TWU, 
which will build a health sciences 
center on the Denton campus. Kevin 

By Justin Grass
Staff Writer
jgrass@dentonrc.com

Denton County’s COVID-19 di-
saster declaration has been extended 
through Jan. 4, nearly two years after 
it was instituted in March of last year. 
From its operations at Texas Motor 
Speedway to the management of its 
vaccine portal data vulnerability, here’s 
how officials have utilized the declara-
tion throughout the pandemic.

The process
Broadly, the purpose of the county’s 

declaration is “emergency protective 
measures, mitigation procedures and 
response plans to the current public 
health emergency.” In the pandemic’s 
early stages, officials used the declara-
tion to issue restrictions on gatherings, 
closures of businesses and, eventually, a 
full stay-at-home order.

But for well over a year, the coun-
ty has stuck to Gov. Greg Abbott’s 
statewide orders. In practice, that has 
left one primary benefit: purchasing 
flexibility. Through local government 
code, the declaration allows officials to 
“exempt bidding requirements for the 
purpose of purchasing items necessary 
to preserve or protect the public health 
or safety of the residents of the county.” 
Put simply, that means purchases can 
skirt the standard purchasing proce-
dures if officials identify urgent circum-
stances.

Scott Arledge, director of the coun-
ty’s purchasing department, said that 
typically, the county works in thresh-
olds. Under $5,000, any department 

T
he Rev. William Bates moved to 
Denton in 1851. He and his wife, 
Susan Wright, had 10 children. 

He was a prolific circuit preacher who 
brought Methodism to Texas. In 1853, 
he was appointed to a 300-mile-long 
circuit he visited monthly, founding 
churches in Montague, Pilot Point, 
Denton, Jacksboro and Gainesville. 
He died in 1883 at age 70. Susan died four 
years later.

Their fourth child, Eugene, served in 
the Confederate Army, and he continued 
his father’s Methodist circuit work. He died 
in 1914 from chronic illness contracted 
during the Civil War. Two-thirds of Civil 
War deaths were caused by diseases such as 

typhoid fever or malaria.
Edmond Franklin Bates was William 

and Susan Bates’ seventh child, born the 
year his family moved to Texas. He married 
Mary Leech McReynolds. They had 11 chil-
dren, but only Beulah, Susan, Ernest, Mary, 
Sidney, Minnie Belle and Ora reached 
adulthood.

In 1906, Edmond Bates bought 
land from the Hann brothers after their 
failed attempt to turn it into the site of 
the Normal School, present-day Uni-
versity of North Texas. Bates contracted 
with Frank Craft, Denton’s finest house 
builder, to construct his house, which 
still stands at 719 Sycamore St.

Bates worked at the Exchange 
National Bank with Jim Christal. The bank 
was an elegant two- story building at the 
northwest corner of Denton’s Square. The 
building was demolished and replaced with 
an eight-story modern structure, site of 
present-day Wells Fargo Bank.

By Amber Gaudet
Staff Writer
agaudet@dentonrc.com

As supply chain issues limit in-
ventory and drive up grocery prices, 
Thanksgiving could look a little dif-
ferent for North Texas families this 
year.

Retailers and food banks are feel-

ing the pinch of depleted inventory, 
with supplies of turkeys over 60% 
out of stock and cranberry sauce, 
yams, sweet potatoes and stuffing in 
short supply, according to data from 
market research firm IRI. With U.S. 
consumer prices up 6.2% in Octo-
ber, Denton County shoppers are 
seeing bigger bills at checkout and 

difficulties getting Thanksgiving 
staples.

“We actually have signs up that 
say no ham or turkey for the holiday 
season,” Denton Community Food 
Center board chairman Tom New-
ell said. “You don’t see the grocery 
stores doing ‘buy one, get one.’ A lot 
of people used to buy their turkey 

and bring up the extra one — we 
don’t see those kinds of donations 
coming in anymore.”

Some national retailers the orga-
nization partners with have halted 
special orders through the end of 
the year as they try to keep shelves 

Gobbling up price hikes

Supply chain issues bring Thanksgiving woes for local consumers, food banks

Jeff Woo/DRC

With U.S. consumer prices up 6.2% in October, Denton County shoppers are seeing bigger bills at checkout and difficulties getting Thanks-

giving staples. Smaller turkeys are scarce, with the few available selling out quickly as families look to downsize the Thanksgiving center-

piece.

Legislature OKs $200M 
for TWU, UNT buildings

Jeff Woo/DRC file photo

TWU regents, provosts and staff break ground during a groundbreaking 

ceremony at Texas Woman’s University in February 2019. The Science & 

Technology Learning Center building, at the intersection of Bell Avenue 

and Texas Street, opened in late 2020.

Edmond Bates’ contributions chronicled Denton’s past, future

Edmond Franklin 

Bates, shown in this 

undated photo, was 

Denton’s mayor in 

1908, 1909, 1912 and 

1913. He also was in-

strumental in raising 

money to publish a 

history book about 

Denton “as nearly au-

thentic as possible.”
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TWU to build health sciences center with 
bonds; UNT planning new research building
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Declaring 
disaster 
simplified 
purchases
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