
Call:
Visit:

940-565-1010

www.bcimechanical.com

ENSURE YOUR HOME IS COZY 
THIS FALL

BY GIVING YOUR SYSTEM   
THE PROPER TLC

HELLO 
FALL

TACLA5013C M23894

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2022

Vol. 119, No. 108  ||  DentonRC.com  ||  Denton, Texas

Texas senator not happy 
with last election

Texas Sen. Ted Cruz lashed out at 
Senate Republican leadership after 
Democrats retained control of the 
chamber.
>> National, 3A

Wintry weather may be 
ahead this weekend

The Dallas-Fort Worth area might see 
its first snow of the season at the end 
of this week, according to the Nation-
al Weather Service.
>> Local, 2A

By Brooke Colombo
Staff Writer

bcolombo@dentonrc.com

The FBI on Thursday arrest-
ed Denton County Emergency 
Services District No. 1 Fire Chief 
Mac Hohenberger at Dallas/Fort 
Worth Airport, an FBI spokesper-
son says. A lawsuit filed against 
his department alleges he stole 
money from firefighters’ pension 
account.

FBI public information officer 

Melinda Urbina told the Denton 

Record-Chronicle that Hohen-
berger was arrested without inci-
dent roughly around 5 p.m. as he 
was returning from a flight.

The FBI cannot comment on 
charges until an indictment is 
unsealed and Hohenberger has 
had his first court appearance, 
Urbina said. This likely would 
happen Monday, she said.

The county’s director of com-
munity relations, Dawn Cobb, 

referred all questions Thursday 
to the FBI.

FBI agents searched the 
Argyle Fire Department’s ad-
ministrative office Thursday, 
the Record-Chronicle‘s news 
partner, NBC5, reported. Court 
documents that could detail the 
case remain sealed.

NBC5 reports a former fire-
fighter, Harold “Trey” Ring, filed 
a federal lawsuit against the Fire 
Department in August, alleging 

pension money was misappro-
priated for 46 Argyle firefighters 
over the past five years.

The suit alleges Hohenberger 
had maintained the depart-
ment’s finances since at least 
2010, other published media 
reports indicated.

“We’re surprised the FBI has 
raided the Fire Department but 
not shocked,” Ring’s attorney, 
Eric Roberson, told NBC5. “The 
financial mismanagement they’ve 

By Lucinda Breeding-Gonzales
Staff Writer

cbreeding@dentonrc.com

The LaGrone Academy hosted 
its showcase on Wednesday eve-
ning, attracting dozens of families 
to take a look at the training pro-
grams available at the Denton ISD 
vocational educational offerings for 
sophomores, juniors and seniors.

Attendees toured the building 

to see what programs are available 
to their students: architecture; au-
dio-visual; art; automotive; cosme-
tology; culinary arts; education; fire 
academy and EMT; law and public 
safety; health science; IT and Cis-
co; STEM; and welding. 

Principal Marcus Bourland told 
his tour group that it doesn’t mat-
ter where the families call home. 
The advanced technology complex 

is open to students from across 
the state.

“Every student that comes here 
arrives by choice,” he said. “So, it’s 
a school of choice. It is not a zone 
school. So, if you imagine going to 
classes, and you walk in the hall-
ways only with kids who want to be 
right where they are. It changes the 
dynamic for education. The differ-
entiation is this is career-focused.

“If you’re involved in sports, or 
in the band — I’m glad you’re doing 
that. If you’re involved in those 
things, come to us part time. If it 
fits in your schedule, you can figure 

it out. You can come here. If you’re 
not involved in those things, it may 
be a really good option for you to 
come full-time as a junior.”

Bourland said a number of the 
programs feed directly into trade 
schools or jobs. Health sciences 
can lead students into nursing 
school or into clinic, hospital, 
hospice or nursing care jobs. 
Automotive students can quickly 
move into jobs with good salaries 
“if you’re good at it,” Bourland said. 
The welding program is preparing 

Watch and learn
Families get a closer look at LaGrone 
Academy’s vocational programs

EDUCATION

By Justin Grass
Staff Writer

jgrass@dentonrc.com

With Pilot Point’s 1,378-vote 
mayoral race coming out as a tie, 
Denton County Elections Adminis-
trator Frank Phillips has an import-
ant takeaway:

“This is a perfect example of 
why your vote counts. You hear 
people sometimes say, ‘Why vote? 
My vote doesn’t count.’ I think 
there’s two candidates that would 
beg to differ.”

The election to fill Pilot Point’s 
vacancy at mayor came down to 
Place 3 council member Chad 
Major — the city’s acting may-
or — and Elisa Beasley, a former 
council member. At one point 
earlier this week, Major was ahead 
by one vote, but Denton County’s 
elections officials have officially 
deemed the race a tie, reporting 
689 votes for each candidate and 
setting up a runoff election next 
month.

So, what happens behind the 
scenes when a race is this close? 
Phillips expanded on the report-
ing Thursday, saying it’s important 
for the process to complete itself 
before the elections department 
makes a call.

“We don’t want to release any-
thing and say that’s it until we have 
gone through literally everything 
we have to make sure everything’s 
accounted for,” Phillips said. “I 
wouldn’t want to say, ‘Oh, you won 
by one vote,’ and then the next 
day go, ‘Oh, we found a provisional 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION

POLITICS

FBI arrests county fire chief; suit claims pension theft

Mac Hohenberger

Lucinda Breeding-Gonzales/DRC
Automotive students demonstrate their work as visitors tour the LaGrone Academy campus on Wednesday.

Tied race 
shows 
power of 1 
vote, says 
elections 
chief

Guyer ready 
to duel with 
Highland Park
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