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By Ryan Higgs
Staff Writer

rhiggs@denton.com

Denton County’s fourth 
COVID-19-related death is a man in 
his 60s from The Colony who caught 
the virus through local transmission, 
according to county officials.

“Today, we have learned of yet an-
other death due to COVID-19, which 

has impacted our communities in Den-
ton County,” County Judge Andy Eads 
said in a news release Tuesday. “Our 
thoughts and prayers go out to this 
man’s family as well as the families of 
those who have also been victims of this 
terrible pandemic.”

An additional 15 cases of the novel 
coronavirus were confirmed Tuesday 
afternoon, bringing the countywide to-
tal to 206.

At the Denton State Supported Liv-
ing Center, an increase of one resident 
and one staff member who tested pos-
itive are reflected in Tuesday’s updated 
case count. The total number of con-

firmed resident cases is 50, while 23 
staff staff members have tested positive 
for the virus.

Also Tuesday, the first cases of the 
novel coronavirus were confirmed in 
Sanger and Ponder.

A total of 50 individuals have recov-
ered as of Tuesday, while about 58% of 
cases are in people age 50 and older.

Denton County’s disaster declara-
tion for public health was amended 
Tuesday afternoon, extending the coun-
ty’s stay-at-home mandate through 
Tuesday, April 7, at 11:59 p.m.

County commissioners voted to 
extend the declaration in response to 

the COVID-19 outbreak, which has 
increased exponentially since the first 
case in Denton County was confirmed 
in mid-March.

The mandate extends closure of all 
nonessential businesses and prohib-
its nursing home visitation and use of 
playground equipment. As well, essen-
tial retail does not include furniture 
stores, while curbside services are now 
allowed for nonprofits and non-secular 
organizations, according to a news re-
lease.

“This is a difficult decision to make, 
and we know it is causing hardships 
for our Denton County residents,” Eads 

said in a news release Tuesday. “Howev-
er, we must keep your health and safety 
uppermost in our minds as we continue 
to deal with COVID-19.”

During Tuesday’s Commissioners 
Court meeting, held virtually, Denton 
County Public Health Director Matt 
Richardson cautioned against compla-
cency as the outbreak spreads.

“As the pandemic moves through 
Denton County, I would caution the 
public to not assess risk based on re-
ported cases in their community,” Rich-
ardson said. “I do not want people to 

County’s outbreak is ‘border to border’
Health director warns 
of community spread 
with 4th resident dead

By Patrick Svitek
The Texas Tribune

Gov. Greg Abbott on Tuesday told 
Texans to stay at home for the next 
month when not taking part in essen-
tial services, issuing an executive or-
der to minimize social gatherings and 
in-person contact outside of homes. He 
also announced that schools would re-
main closed until at least May 4.

At a press conference at the Texas 
Capitol, Abbott purposefully stopped 
short of calling the decree a “stay-at-
home order,” saying he wanted Tex-
ans to know they could still leave their 
homes to do things such as go to the 
grocery store or go for a jog. But when 
asked whether Tuesday’s order brings 
Texas up to speed with states that have 
issued shelter-in-place or stay-at-home 
orders, Abbott answered, “It’s a fact.”

“If you’re not engaged in an essential 
service or activity, then you need to be 
at home for the purpose of slowing the 
spread of COVID-19,” he said.

Denton ISD Superintendent Jamie 
Wilson said the extended closure wasn’t 
a total surprise. After a recommenda-
tions from President Donald Trump on 
Sunday, he said local superintendents 
had planned to speak Wednesday to 
determine how much further school 
closures should stretch.

By Simone Carter 
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

and Ryan Higgs
Staff Writer

Like many Denton tenants, 
24-year-old Azlyn Vaughn is terri-
fied she will soon be evicted from 
her home. Vaughn used to juggle 
three service industry jobs in order 
to cover her rent at The Forum at 
Denton Station student apartments.

She has been laid off from all of 
them as a result of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

That’s undoubtedly the case 
with many of The Forum’s college 
student-aged renters. Still, Vaughn 
said that every few days since mid-
March, property management has 
sent reminders to pay rent in full by 
April 1 — no exceptions.

“It is nonsensical to be asking 

tenants who can’t work to pay rent,” 
Vaughn said. “They clearly under-
stand the gravity of the situation. 
They’re just willing to put every sin-
gle one of their tenants at risk.”

Renters make up around 52% of 
Denton’s housed population, accord-
ing to the U.S. Census Bureau. And 
although evictions have been tempo-
rarily suspended by order of the Tex-
as Supreme Court, many property 

management companies have made 
it clear that rent is still due.

A spokesperson for Campus Ad-
vantage, The Forum’s property man-
agement company, said in an email 
Monday that it has implemented a 
payment plan for eligible tenants.

Vaughn said it has been over a 
week since she tried to sign up for 

Renters’ worries loom

Evictions may be delayed, but Denton tenants still fear pandemic’s plight

Kara Dry/For the DRC

Azlyn Vaughn, 24, lives at The Forum at Denton Station student apartments. She and her three roommates have all lost their jobs due to 

the COVID-19 crisis and say The Forum’s property management company, Campus Advantage, still expects rent paid in full on Wednesday.

By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer

pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

The Denton City Council on Tues-
day evening postponed a decision on 
extending the city’s emergency decla-
ration after Texas Gov. Greg Abbott is-
sued a new executive order that limited 
local powers in the COVID-19 crisis.

The city was poised to match Den-
ton County’s declaration extending the 
“stay at home” order to April 7, which 
was adopted Tuesday morning. They 
stopped when they received word of the 

governor’s edict.
Mayor Chris Watts and other coun-

cil members went behind closed doors 
with city attorneys for more than an 
hour to discuss the latest order out of 
Austin. They came out saying it wasn’t 
clear what the city could still do to help 
stop the spread of the virus.

“It took away the power of local of-
ficials to some degree,” said council 
member Keely Briggs.

Briggs asked that the city still be 
able to discuss the local safety net and 
whether the city’s current funding sup-
port was enough.

She recently learned that Denton 
nonprofits have received requests for 
help from more than 250 families, most 
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Governor’s order thwarts 
city’s COVID-19 extension
Council members say 
Abbott’s move curtails 
local officials’ power

See CITY on 9A


