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Denton Mayor Gerard Hudspeth has 
proposed making it a crime for coun-
cil members to reveal publicly what’s 

discussed in closed 
meetings. But experts 
on the Texas Open 
Meetings Act and fed-
eral law say that would 
be a violation of those 
council members’ First 
Amendment rights.

“These people are 
not employees,” said 
Joseph Larsen, an attorney who rep-
resents the Freedom of Information 

Foundation of Texas. 
“The government can 
direct an employee on 
what to say and what 
not to say, but you 
cannot do that with 
an elected official. The 
5th Circuit [Court of 
Appeals] has looked at 
that and rejected that 
theory altogether. You can’t do it.”

On Tuesday, Hudspeth suggested 

making disclosure of 
closed session discus-
sions a crime while 
responding to coun-
cil member Deb Ar-
mintor’s request that 
officials record the 
audio of every closed 
session.

‘A non-issue’
“I think it’s important for those 

watching to understand this has been a 
non-issue,” he said. “This body — not all 
members here — but this body reduced 
the penalties for exposing information 
that is disclosed in closed session. If 
we’re talking about tightening things 
up, let’s go back to making it punitive 
to share what’s happening in closed ses-
sion.”

Armintor was not successful in 

By Jeffrey Bair, Andres  
Guerra Luz and Bre Bradham
Bloomberg

Americans are getting ready to re-
kindle their love affair with the open 
road, unleashing a full-fledged recovery 
for gasoline that could send demand to 
a record.

Traffic is already roaring back in 
cities like Houston as offices reopen. 
Things will really start taking off this 
summer as pent-up travel demand fi-
nally busts out thanks to the increase 

in vaccinations. After almost half of 
Americans ended up canceling trips in 
2020, many are planning to take an ex-
tra week of vacation this year to make 
up for lost time. Theme parks are gear-
ing up for an influx of visitors, and at-
tendance at national parks is expected 
to swell.

Demand is predicted to be so hot 
that Phillips 66 is set to reverse the flow 
of one of its pipelines starting May 1 so 
it can carry gasoline from Texas into 
Denver as more tourists head west.

Charles Ocasek, a 24-year-old, is 
one of them. In late May, he’s hitting 
the road for the first time since the 
pandemic started, driving his 2004 
Nissan Pathfinder from the Chicago 
suburbs out to the Rocky Mountain 
resort town of Telluride, Colorado, for a 
meet-up with friends. He’s been living 
with his parents who are in their 60s, 
so the specter of getting and spreading 
COVID kept him from traveling until 

By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

March 2020 turned Laura McFer-
ren’s life upside down and kicked off a 
year she could best describe as “surreal.”

She is among the dozens of local 
school nurses tasked with crafting and 
implementing many of the day-to-day 
pandemic safety measures now com-
monplace.

McFerren is a nurse at Sanger’s But-
terfield Elementary where she is also 

the district’s coordinator for health ser-
vices. That means she had plenty on her 
plate before the pandemic came along 
more than a year ago.

“I think that we realized when this 
hit just how flexible school nursing is,” 
she said Friday.

She, like many others in the indus-
try, spent years working in hospitals 
and other nursing jobs before heading 
to work in schools.

She was among the first employees 
when Butterfield opened in 2008, she 

said, and she spent nearly 8 years in 
nearby Pilot Point ISD before that.

Prior to that, she was nurse for 
roughly 8 1/2 years at Denton Com-
munity Hospital, which is now Texas 
Health Presbyterian Hospital Denton. 
She worked in progressive care, in-
tensive care units, surgery and several 
other areas before she felt comfortable 
working as a school nurse.

Contrary to the prevailing opinion 
that school nursing “isn’t quote-un-
quote ‘real nursing,’” McFerren said, 

the job has a high level of independence 
and thus requires a diverse and in-
depth skillset.

“Like me, a lot of nurses feel they 
need that experience to just trouble-
shoot some of the things that come 
your way when you get into a setting 
like this,” she said.

That includes split-second deci-
sion-making, developing and juggling 
care plans for students and staffers 

A surreal year

Oft-forgotten frontline workers, school nurses rise during pandemic

Al Key/DRC

Woodrow Wilson Elementary School nurse Lesa Mash is seen in her office on Friday at the northeast Denton campus. Amid the pandemic, Mash and 

other nurses have had an increase in direct contact with students’ families.

By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

A bill recently left to die in the Texas 
Legislature would have cost local gov-
ernments more money and harmed 
taxpayers, opponents said.

If passed, it would have banned tax-
payer-funded lobbying, which would 
have included lobbying done on behalf 
of municipalities by nonprofits.

That would have been a big deal for 
school districts that are members of the 
Texas Association of School Boards, or 
TASB. The association counts as mem-
bers more than 1,000 school districts 
across the state, including Denton and 
many other local districts.

TASB is a voluntary nonprofit that 
helps draft school board policies and 
monitors legislative actions on behalf of 
districts to track potentially helpful and 
problematic bills alike. It’s that lobbying 
work that House Bill 749 sought to end.

The bill, which was left pending in 
committee on March 26, would have 
barred school districts from being paid 
members of TASB so long as the associ-
ation employed lobbyists.

Similarly, the city of 
Denton and other en-
tities associated with 
the Texas Municipal 
League wouldn’t have 
been able to do so.

A separate bill, Sen-
ate Bill 10, would have 
banned aspects of tax-
payer-funded lobbying 
for municipalities and 
counties but not school districts. That bill 
was left pending in committee, effectively 
killing it for this session, on April 6.

Deron Robinson, a Denton ISD 

Desperate to get out, Americans 
set stage for gasoline comeback

Chet Strange/Bloomberg

Fuel pumps at a Kum & Go gas station are seen on March 17 in Colorado 

Springs, Colo.

Dormant 
bill could 
harm local 
lobbying
HB 749 seeks to ban 
taxpayer-funded efforts, 
which could hurt local 
governments, nonprofits
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