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By Lisa Marie Pane
Associated Press

A recent ruling by the U.S. Supreme 
Court has upended a longstanding legal 
roadblock that has given the gun indus-
try far-reaching immunity from law-
suits in the aftermath of mass killings.

The court this week allowed fami-

lies of victims of the 2012 Sandy Hook 
school massacre to sue the maker of 
the AR-15 used in the attack. The case 
against Remington will now proceed in 
the Connecticut courts.

Remington is widely expected to 
win the case, but critics of the gun in-
dustry are eyeing what they see as a sig-
nificant outcome even in the face of de-
feat: getting the gunmaker to open its 
books about how it markets firearms.

Lawyers for the plaintiffs are certain 
to request that Remington turn over 
volumes of documents as part of the 

discovery phase, providing a rare win-
dow into the inner-workings of how a 
major gun manufacturer markets its 
weapons. Those materials might in-
clude company emails, memos, busi-
ness plans and corporate strategies, or 
anything that might suggest the com-
pany purposely marketed the firearm 
that may have compelled the shoot-
er to use the weapon to carry out the 
slaughter.

The plaintiffs also believe the rul-
ing will put gun companies on notice 
about how they conduct business 

knowing they could wind up in the 
courts in similar fashion.

“If the industry wakes up and un-
derstands their conduct behind closed 
doors is not protected, then the indus-
try itself ... will take steps to try to help 
the massive problem we have instead 
of do nothing and sit by and cash the 
checks,” said Joshua Koskoff, the Con-
necticut attorney who represents a 
survivor and relatives of nine victims 
who died at the Newtown, Connecti-
cut, school on Dec. 14, 2012.

The case hinges on Connecticut 

state consumer law that challenges 
how the firearm used by the Newtown 
shooter — a Bushmaster XM15-E2S 
rifle — was marketed, with plaintiffs 
alleging Remington purposely used 
advertisements that targeted younger, 
at-risk males. In one of Remington’s 
ads, it features the rifle against a plain 
backdrop and the phrase: “Consider 
Your Man Card Reissued.”

Remington did not respond to 
requests for comment after the U.S. 

By Lisa Mascaro, Mary Clare Jalonick 
and Michael Balsamo
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Transcripts re-
leased Saturday in the impeachment 
inquiry show Ambassador Gordon 
Sondland playing a central role in Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s effort to push 
Ukraine to conduct political investiga-
tions as a condition for receiving need-
ed military aid.

The fresh details come from hun-
dreds of pages of testimony released by 
House investigators from Tim Morri-
son, a former top official at the National 
Security Council. They contradict much 
of the ambassador’s own testimony be-
hind closed doors. Both Morrison and 
Sondland are expected to testify public-
ly before the House next week.

While some, including Trump him-
self, have begun to question Sondland’s 
knowledge of events, Morrison said the 
ambassador “related to me he was act-
ing — he was discussing these matters 
with the President.”

Morrison, a longtime Republican 
defense hawk in Washington, large-
ly confirmed testimony from current 
and former officials testifying in the 
impeachment inquiry. But his account 
also provided new insight on what oth-
ers have called a shadow diplomacy 
being run by Trump’s personal lawyer, 
Rudy Giuliani, often at odds with U.S. 
national security interests.

As Sondland, Giuliani and others 
tried to persuade new Ukraine Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelenskiy to launch 
the investigations Trump wanted of 
his Democratic rivals, Morrison said he 
“tried to stay away.”

Morrison called this the Burisma 

By Ryan Higgs
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

The Wheeler House, a transition-
al housing facility designed for single 
mothers and their children, announced 
that program operations are transfer-
ring from Giving Hope Inc. to Grace 
Like Rain according to Serve Denton 
CEO Pat Smith.

Both organizations — Giving Hope 
Inc. and Grace Like Rain — serve fam-
ilies that are either at-risk of becoming 
homeless or are currently experiencing 
homelessness.

The decision to transfer operations, 
effective immediately, followed after 
a mutual agreement was reached be-
tween the three parties as Giving Hope 
Inc. undergoes restructuring, Smith 
said. But because both nonprofits have 
been a part of Serve Denton, he said the 
decision was a “great fit.”

“It was just a mutual agreement that 
it would be better for Grace Like Rain 
to take over all of the Wheeler House,” 
Smith said. “Giving Hope Inc. is going 
through some restructuring, and we 
supported that.”

Tyheshia Scott, executive director of 
Giving Hope Inc., said she wanted to 
ensure the organization is able to con-
tinue to provide some of the critical ser-
vices it offers for members of the com-
munity. Scott said that because Grace 
Like Rain provides similar services to 
mothers and children, restructuring 
operations “made sense.”

“All of the services that we were pro-
viding to the moms will not change at all,” 
Scott said. “Everything will continue.”

By Sophie Moncaleano
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

The Governor’s Volunteer 
Awards honor individuals and or-
ganizations in Texas that have made 
a difference in their community 
through volunteer work and ser-
vice. Among the 2019 awardees was 
Doug Brown, a 94-year-old World 
War II veteran who has taught him-
self how to repair computers that 
are old or broken.

Over the past 14 years, Brown 
has donated about 1,100 comput-
ers, both laptops and desktops, to 
veterans and others who can’t afford 
their own. Brown hopes that having 
their own computer will help people 
search for and find a job.

“Nobody wants a paper resume 
anymore,” said Brown, who lives in 

Flower Mound. “You want to look 
for a job and send a resume, it’s go-
ing to be online. Maybe they can go 
to the library, but very often there’s a 
line at the library and you can’t use 
the computer forever. So when a 
veteran comes in and they’re looking 
for a job, I give them a laptop. And 
when we find out that they got a job, 
that makes a difference.”

Brown is known by his family and 
peers for his eagerness to stay ac-
tive within the community. He first 
started reading and learning about 
computer hardware and software in 
2005, when his first wife was diag-
nosed with cancer. He spent most of 
his days at home to keep her com-
pany, but kept his mind occupied by 

1,100 lives impacted

WWII veteran recognized for years of volunteer service in Texas
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Doug Brown, a 94-year-old World War II veteran stands in his ga-

rage at his home in Flower Mound surrounded by stacks of laptops 

and computer parts.
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All eyes on suit against the gun industry 
Sandy Hook case could 
force Remington to tell 
how it markets firearms
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