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Volunteer David Lujan moves boxes of students’ belongings into their dorms at Texas Woman’s University’s Guinn Hall on Wednesday in Den-

ton. Students also started moving into Stark Hall. The university’s first day of class for the fall semester will start this upcoming Monday.

By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer
pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

A Denton man calling himself a 
“proud but increasingly concerned na-
tive” warned the City Council Tuesday 
night that he would initiate a recall pe-
tition against council member Deb Ar-
mintor for her social activism.

William Freeman also left behind a 
cease-and-desist letter threatening to 
sue Armintor for blocking him from 
her campaign’s Facebook page.

“This isn’t a crusade, but these are 
the options she left me with,” Freeman, 
31, said in an interview Wednesday. 
“She has slandered this city, calling it a 
hateful, racist place with hateful bigots. 
She doesn’t support our local culture.”

During the open mic session that 
the City Council holds at the beginning 
of each regular meeting, Freeman said 
Armintor is an agent of the Southern 
Poverty Law Center. He said her work 

“reviled the ancestry of the citizens of 
this peaceful community for far too 
long.”

Armintor, who also was raised in 
Denton, denied having any such affili-
ation with the center, but she said she 
understands why her work is a light-
ning rod. She campaigned for office to 
get reforms in the executive suite at City 
Hall and at Denton Municipal Electric, 
not for social issues. Regardless, she 

By Troy Closson
Texas Tribune

DALLAS — Shane Washington ar-
rived at a driver’s license mega center in 
South Dallas around 3:30 p.m. one day 
last month. After a few days of unsuc-
cessfully trying to use the office’s online 
queuing system to reserve a spot in line, 
he finally stopped by without a reserva-
tion ahead of the July 4 holiday. 

Washington, 42, was scheduled to 
pick his son up from relatives that eve-
ning. But when 5:45 p.m. came and he 
found himself still waiting in the office, 
he had to push back those plans, incon-

veniencing both his family and himself.
“It’s just stressful to be dealing with,” 

Washington said. “It’s hard to block off 
an entire day.”

Long waits for customers like Wash-
ington at driver’s license centers aren’t 
uncommon throughout the state. A 
2018 report showed the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety wasn’t meeting 
its processing time goals for custom-
ers and that already lengthy wait times 
were only getting longer.

To combat that, state lawmakers 
gave DPS a $212 million funding boost 
in the 2020-21 budget, over two-thirds 

of which will be used to hire an addi-
tional 762 employees at driver’s license 
offices. DPS spokesperson Katherine 
Cesinger said 94 of the department’s 
229 offices — including every mega 
center and “severely crowded” office — 
will become fully staffed, while anoth-
er 100 will receive smaller personnel 
boosts.

For customers, that should mean 
lower wait periods and more available 
appointments for driver’s license tests 
once the new employees begin working 
toward the end of the year, Cesinger 
said.

About $50 million will also go to-
ward reclassifying some customer ser-
vice staffers as license permit specialists 
and boosting their pay, which Cesinger 
said will soon be reflected in employee 
paychecks.

Yet despite potential fixes on the 
horizon, some customers said they 
aren’t convinced wait times will drop 
long-term. Erika King, 39, said each 
time she’s visited a south Austin DPS 
office, her wait has extended past an 
hour and a half.

By Colleen Long and Amy Taxin
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration is moving to end an 
agreement limiting how long migrant 
children can be kept in detention, the 
president’s latest effort to curb immi-
gration at the Mexican border.

A court fight is almost certain to fol-
low, challenging the attempt to hold mi-
grant families until cases are decided.

A current settlement overseen by 
the federal courts now requires the gov-
ernment to keep children in the least 
restrictive setting and to release them 

as quickly as possible, generally after 20 
days in detention.

Homeland Security officials say they 
are adopting their own regulations that 
reflect the “Flores agreement,” which 
has been in effect since 1997. They say 
there is no longer a need for the court 
involvement, which was only meant to 
be temporary. But the new rules would 
allow the government to hold families 
in detention much longer than 20 days.

Tightening immigration is a signature 
issue for President Donald Trump, aimed 
at restricting the movement of asylum 
seekers in the country and deterring 

more migrants from crossing the border.
The move by the administration 

immediately generated fresh outrage, 
following reports of dire conditions in 
detention facilities, and it is question-
able whether courts will let the admin-
istration move forward with the policy.

Trump defended it, saying, “I’m the 
one that kept the families together.”

The Mexican government expressed 
concern over the prospect of prolonged 
detention of migrant children in the U.S. 
In a statement from the Foreign Rela-
tions Department, Mexico said it would 
monitor conditions at U.S. detention 

centers and continue to offer consular 
services to any Mexican families that may 
be held under the new conditions. It also 
said that it would keep an eye on possible 
court challenges and that “the appropri-
ate legal alternatives will be evaluated.”

In the U.S., immigrant advocates 
and Democrats decried the new reg-
ulations, saying prolonged detention 
would traumatize immigrant children.

“The administration is seeking to 
codify child abuse, plain and simple,” 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., 
said in a statement.

Peter Schey, a lawyer for the immi-

grant children in the Flores case and 
president of the Center for Human 
Rights and Constitutional Law, said if the 
regulations don’t match the settlement in 
that case, “they would be in immediate 
material breach, if not contempt of court.”

Acting Homeland Security Secretary 
Kevin McAleenan said Wednesday the 
regulations create higher standards to 
govern family detention facilities. The 
facilities will be regularly audited, and 
the audits made public.

The regulations are expected to be 

By Dalton LaFerney
Staff Writer
dalton.laferney@dentonrc.com

A third man pleaded guilty Wednes-
day to enticing a child 
in a case out of Pilot 
Point in which police 
said a 15-year-old girl 
was raped in the sum-
mer of 2017.

Treymon Johnson, 
22, of Denton pleaded 
guilty to the third-de-
gree felony charge of 
enticing a child. He 
was given 10 years of 
probation. His plea 
came about three 
weeks after DaCo-
ven Bailey, 21, of Pilot 
Point pleaded guilty to 
the same charge and 
about a month after 
Desmen Crawford, 22, 
of Valley View did the 
same.

All three men were 
initially indicted on 
a third-degree felony 
charge of sexual as-
sault of a child. One 
other man, Xavier 
Scott, 21, of Denton is 
scheduled for a plea 
hearing on Sept. 4.

Pilot Point police arrested the men 
during the winter of 2017. They were all 
accused of raping a 15-year-old girl on 
July 24, 2017. All four men were indict-
ed on sexual assault of a child last fall.

The girl’s mother spoke in Judge 
Steve Burgess’ 158th District Court on 
Tuesday. She said her daughter’s life 
was traumatized by the other men. 
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William Freeman addresses the city council about his concerns over 

council member Deb Armintor on Tuesday.
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