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By Amber Gaudet
Staff Writer

agaudet@dentonrc.com

Denton’s Workforce Solutions for 
North Central Texas center is getting 
a brand-new home in the form of a 
26,700-square-foot space at Stonehill 
Center off Interstate 35.

The center will occupy most of a new 
30,000-square-foot building expected 
to be completed between mid-May and 
early June, vacating its current location 
at 1300 Teasley Lane.

Construction on the project, which 
is adding the new building to for-
mer parking lot space in Stonehill 
Center, began in August 2020. The 
building will be the fifth in Stonehill’s 
166,225-square-foot shopping center, 
which was built in 1992 as an outlet 
mall but has functioned as a retail and 
office center for years, NorthBridge 

Management asset manager Rebecca 
Andreasen said.

The new location will allow Work-
force Solutions to bring all of its services 
under one roof to better serve career 
seekers and community partners.

“Vocational rehabilitation staff are 
in a different location, but they are a 
part of us now, and our current facili-
ty doesn’t have office space available 
to accommodate them,” Workforce 
Solutions communications manager 

By Lucinda Breeding
Features Editor

cbreeding@dentonrc.com

Co-directors Micha Marie 
Stevens and Jen Peace said they 
know that the upcoming show at 
Theatre Denton might give peo-
ple pause.

Eric Weinberger and Elaine 
Bromka’s Tea for Three: Lady 
Bird, Pat & Betty sounds like a 

political show. The title alone 
references three consecutive first 
ladies: Lady Bird Johnson, Pat 
Nixon and Betty Ford. But hav-
en’t people had more than their 
fill of politics?

“I wondered about that be-
fore I read it,” Stevens said. “For 
me, the fact [is] that you’ve got 
a piece of theater that isn’t about 
politics so much, not about one 

side of the aisle or the other. It 
was the humanity. It was about 
women trying to make things bet-
ter for everyone. I saw that it was 
not [about] this side or this side. 
These were women who were 
all working toward something 
bigger. They were wanting to see 
what can we do to empower and 

By Amber Gaudet
Staff Writer

agaudet@dentonrc.com

A handful of car dealership em-
ployees looked on Wednesday as a 
decadeslong Denton landmark was 
quietly toppled for an upcoming 
highway expansion project along 
Interstate 35E.

Construction crews took down 
the large silver ball and sign mark-

ing the entrance to the 40-plus-
acre James Wood AutoPark lot late 
Wednesday morning.

The sign, along with about 50 
feet of the dealership’s front lot, was 
in the path of the Texas Department 
of Transportation’s interchange im-
provement project, which is expect-
ed to open for construction bids in 
early 2023. The city will take about 
an additional 20 feet of easement, 

with the dealership losing many of 
its front parking spots, James Wood 
executive manager Russ Ellis said.

TxDOT has been in negotiation 
with the dealership for about a year, 
coming to an agreement in October 
and beginning work in January, El-
lis said. The $77 million highway 
project involves interchange recon-
struction at I-35E’s intersection with 
Mayhill Road and the expansion of 

four frontage road lanes from South 
Loop 288 to Pockrus Page Road.

James F. Wood, who owned 
namesake dealerships in Denton 
and Decatur for decades, died in 
April 2020 at the age of 82.

The sign has been at the dealer-
ship since around 1986, Ellis said, 
and the eye-catching silver ball is 

Landmark down

Iconic car dealership sign toppled for TxDOT highway project
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Construction crews knock down the iconic sign at James Wood AutoPark on Wednesday. The sign was in the path of a future expansion 

of the Interstate 35E frontage road.

Workforce Solutions’ new 
building in works off I-35
Jobs center’s services 
will come together 
under one new roof

Al Key/DRC

Workforce Solutions for North Central Texas will relocate later this year 

to a new building now under construction at Stonehill Center, off Inter-

state 35 at North Loop 288.See WORKFORCE on 5A

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

A Crowley man accused of running 
over and killing two children with a 
backhoe Saturday in Roanoke has been 
arrested and charged with two counts of 
manslaughter, author-
ities said Wednesday.

Vijender Chauhan, 
40, was arrested and 
booked Sunday into 
the Denton Coun-
ty Jail in connection 
with the deaths of the 
two Roanoke children. 
Chauhan allegedly 
drove a backhoe while 
children and adults 
rode as passengers on various parts of 
the equipment before they fell.

Lonny Haschel, a spokesperson for 
the Texas Department of Public Safe-
ty, said troopers were called around 
7:30 p.m. to investigate an incident in 
the 16000 block of Chapel Hill Court. 
Doug Parks, a fire marshal with the 
Roanoke Fire Department, said the in-
cident occurred in an unincorporated 
area near Roanoke.

“Preliminary investigation indicates 
a John Deere backhoe was traveling 

Ride on 
backhoe 
ends in 2 
deaths
2 children run over and 
killed, others injured 
near Roanoke; driver 
arrested and charged
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See BACKHOE on 5A

Wing women
‘Tea for Three’ recalls the strength and power of a trio of first ladies

A crew mem-

ber films Jen 

Peace, shown 

performing 

as Pat Nixon, 

in Theatre 

Denton’s 

upcoming 

virtual show, 

“Tea for 

Three: Lady 

Bird, Pat & 

Betty.”
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