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By Paul Bryant
Staff Writer
paul.bryant@dentonrc.com

Four of the city’s six recre-
ation facilities remain closed 
— primarily because of the pan-
demic, a Denton official said.

“The original plan set forth 
in the reopening of facilities 

developed in April had Denia 
[Recreation Center] reopening 
in the December-January time 
frame,” city spokesperson Ryan 
Adams said. “Anticipating that 
programs would not return to 
pre-COVID attendance imme-
diately and programming would 
be limited, facility reopening 

was spread out to allow for the 
regrowth of programs and us-
age.”

In a recent email, resident 
Gerry Veeder told fellow Denia 
neighbors that Gary Packan, 
the city’s parks and recreation 

By Aamer Madhani and Deb Riechmann
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Revelations 
that President Donald Trump is per-
sonally liable for more than $400 mil-
lion in debt are casting a shadow over 
his presidency that ethics experts say 
raises national security concerns he 
could be manipulated to sway U.S. pol-
icy by organizations or individuals he’s 

indebted to.
New scrutiny of Trump, who claims 

great success as a private businessman, 
comes after The New York Times re-
ported that tax records show he is per-
sonally carrying a staggering amount of 
debt — including more than $300 mil-
lion in loans that will come due in the 
next four years.

Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., 
was blunt about the potential implica-
tions. “He may be vulnerable to finan-
cial blackmail from a hostile foreign 
power and God knows what else,” said 

Warren, a frequent Trump critic.
The Times said the tax records also 

show that Trump did not pay any fed-
eral income taxes in 11 years between 
2000 and 2018, raising questions 
about the fairness of a president — who 
purports to be a billionaire — paying 
less in taxes than most Americans.

The politically damaging revelations 
about Trump’s tax avoidance, however, 
are perhaps less concerning than word 
the president is holding hundreds of 
millions of dollars of soon-to-mature 
debt, ethics experts said.

“Americans should be concerned 
about the president’s debt because it’s 
a national security risk for our country,” 
said Donald Sherman, deputy director 
of the nonprofit government watchdog 
group Citizens for Responsibility and 
Ethics in Washington (CREW). “This is 
information that the president has ag-
gressively and repeatedly tried to keep 
away from the public.”

Trump, citing an ongoing Internal 
Revenue Service audit, has refused to 

By Paul Bryant
Staff Writer
paul.bryant@dentonrc.com

Nearly 41,000 people cast their 
ballots during the early-voting pe-
riod that ended on Friday for Texas 
Senate District 30.

The special election is Tuesday.
According to data from the Tex-

as Politics Project at the University 
of Texas at Austin, 5,447 Denton 
County voters have participated in 
the election so far. District 30 en-
compasses north Denton County, 
including most of the city of Den-

ton, as well as parts of Archer, Clay, 
Collin, Cooke, Erath, Grayson, 
Jack, Montague, Palo Pinto, Parker, 
Wichita, Wise and Young counties.

The special election has moved 
quickly after District 30’s current 
senator, Pat Fallon, R-Prosper, won 
the Republican nomination to run 
for U.S. House of Representatives 
to replace John Ratcliffe, R-Heath. 
Fallon is on the ballot for the Nov. 3 

general election.
Outgoing Denton Mayor Chris 

Watts is running for District 30 as a 
Republican. Other Republicans on 
the ticket are Craig Carter, a busi-
nessman and entrepreneur; Andy 
Hopper, a software engineer, ad-
junct professor at the University of 
North Texas and a warrant officer 
in the Texas State Guard; Shelley 
Luther, a Denton County resident 

jailed for opening 
her Dallas salon in 
defiance of the gov-
ernor’s orders; and 
state Rep. Drew 
Springer, R-Muen-
ster. Jacob Minter, 
an electrician, is 
the sole Democrat 
on the ballot.

Over 11 days of early voting, 
40,763 residents cast their ballots, 
the Texas Politics Project website 
shows. Early voting started Sept. 14, 
a quick turnaround after the filing 
deadline Aug. 28.

In Denton County, polling lo-
cations are at the Denton Civic 
Center, Denton County Elections 

40K vote so far in District 30

Special election today for state Senate race with six contenders

Al Key/DRC

Political signs dot the grounds outside the Denton Civic Center on Monday. The center is a voting site in Tuesday’s special election for 

state Senate District 30.
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Denia, Civic Center and Senior Center still closed amid pandemic

Denia Recre-

ation Center 

in south Den-

ton, shown 

Monday, re-

mains closed 

due to the 

coronavirus 

pandemic.

Derek Key/For 
the DRC

Several rec sites 
remain shuttered

See RECREATION on 5A

By Justin Grass
Staff Writer
jgrass@dentonrc.com

An audit of the jail commissary and 
contracts for courthouse improvements 
are up for approval at Tuesday’s Denton 
County Commissioners Court meeting.

State law allows the county sheriff 
to operate the jail commissary, through 
which inmates can purchase health 
products and other items. The county 
has contracted with Keefe Commissary 
Network to operate the commissary 
since 2008.

An audit is performed annually to 
ensure the commissary’s financials are 
accurate. County auditor Jeff May re-
ported the commissary had net earn-
ings of $978,678 for fiscal year 2019, 
a moderate increase from the previous 
year’s. Its total cash balance dropped 
from $2.74 million at the start of the 
budget year to $2.37 million at the 
year’s end.

The 2019 Jail Commissary Audit 
found the commissary in compliance 
with all government standards. Com-
missioners are expected to approve it 
Tuesday, after which it will be forwarded 
to the Texas Jail Standards Commission.

Two engineering service agree-
ments, one for the Courthouse on the 
Square and one for the county Courts 
Building, are also slated for approval 
Tuesday.

An agreement between the county 
and Campos Engineering for $174,300 
will replace and improve existing me-
chanical systems in the Courthouse 
on the Square “while maintaining the 

Jail shop 
audit on 
county’s 
agenda
Commissioners also set 
to vote on contracts, 
hear COVID-19 update

Trump’s $400 million debt worries some ethics experts
Report brings concerns 
over national security

Evan Vucci/AP

President Donald Trump speaks 

about coronavirus testing during 

an event in the Rose Garden on 

Monday in Washington.
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