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UNT basketball 
teams’ Tuesday 
games canceled
Sports, 7A
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By Ryan Collingwood
Staff Writer

rcollingwood@dentonrc.com

A hard-nosed linebacker during his 
time at Stephen F. Austin State Univer-
sity, retired Denton ISD administrator 
and coach Eric Lokey exhibited even 
greater toughness in the face of cancer.

Lokey battled renal cell carcinoma 
for nearly a decade before succumbing 
to the disease Monday. He was 56.

“Vince Lombardi once said, ‘We 
never lose, sometimes we just run out 
of time,’” Lokey’s family posted to Face-
book. “This morning, after nine-plus 
years of giving it everything he had in 
his fight against cancer, Eric Lokey ran 
out of time. He was surrounded by his 
family in a room full of love overlooking 
the lake he loved so much.”

Lokey’s 31 years in education, foot-
ball coaching and administration 

spanned several schools, including 
Princeton, Plano, Rockwall, Mabank, 
McKinney and Ryan.

The SFA Hall of Fame inductee and 
All-American was also formerly a Lum-
berjacks linebackers coach between 
a pair of stints as an assistant at Ryan 
High School, which ended in 2013.

Lokey, who was instrumental in Ry-
an’s evolution into a football power, re-
tired in 2019 as a Denton ISD assistant 
athletic director.

By Allyson Waller and Kevin Reynolds
The Texas Tribune

When the Llano County Library shuts 
down for three days this week, starting 
Tuesday, it won’t be for the holidays.

Instead, a group of six librarians in 
this small Central Texas county will be 
conducting a “thorough review” of every 
children’s book in the library, at the be-
hest of the Llano County Commissioners 
Court. Their mission will be to make sure 
all of the reading material for younger 
readers includes subjects that are age-ap-
propriate. A new “young adults plus” sec-
tion will be added to separate books writ-
ten for an older teen audience from those 
geared toward younger readers.

The three-day closure of the library 
system in Llano County, about 80 miles 
northwest of Austin, also means a tem-
porary shutdown of its virtual portal 

through the online book provider Over-
drive.

“I think we owe it to all parents, re-
gardless if it’s a school library or a pub-
lic library, to make sure that material is 
not inappropriate for children,” Llano 
County Judge Ron Cunningham said.

The Llano County community’s 
push to scrutinize the local library’s 
book stacks comes two months after a 
Texas lawmaker first questioned the in-
clusion of more than 850 books about 
race, equality or sexuality in public 
school libraries.

And Llano County is not the only 
community in Texas asking harder 
questions.

The rise in public library  
book complaints

Local public libraries in Texas, in-

cluding those in Victoria, Irving and 
Tyler, are fielding a flurry of book chal-
lenges from local residents. While book 
challenges are nothing new, there has 
been a growing number of complaints 
about books for libraries in recent 
months. And the fact that the num-
bers are rising after questions are be-
ing raised about school library content 
seems more than coincidental, accord-
ing to the Texas Library Association.

“I think it definitely ramped it up,” 
said Wendy Woodland, the TLA’s di-
rector of advocacy and communica-
tion, of the late October investigation 
into school library reading materials 
launched by state Rep. Matt Krause in 
his role as chair of the House Commit-
tee on General Investigating.
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A red-tailed hawk launches skyward off a fence railing in front of the colorful leaves of a Bradford pear showing its late fall glory in western 

Denton off FM2622 recently.

Holiday hawk

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

The Denton Police Department 
has made significant improvements 
regarding the property room following 
a 2019 audit, but the city auditor said 
there’s still the outstanding risk of some 
items not being logged.

The city auditor reviewed the de-
partment’s property room in 2019 and 
found it was at risk and needed an over-
haul to address security concerns and 
other issues. Now two years later, the 
auditor’s office said the Police Depart-
ment has made some general improve-
ments, but more work is still needed, 
such as separating duties in logging ev-
idence and maintaining an up-to-date 
count on all the currency in the prop-
erty room.

Madison Rorschach, the city audi-
tor, said the biggest outstanding risk is 
that there isn’t a separation of duties in 
logging property when it first arrives.

“Property technicians enter items 
into that system and are responsible for 
those items,” Rorschach said. “It’s at risk 
because essentially the technician could 
say, ‘Hey, we just got this $10 bill, it was 
found property, I’m just not going to 
enter it into the system.’”

Instead, she suggests that the officer 
who obtained the property should log it 
into the system, and the property tech-
nician should then determine where it 
should be stored.

By Justin Grass
Staff Writer

jgrass@dentonrc.com

Last week marked the deadline for 

candidates to file for Denton County’s 
2022 elections, which include seats 
for county judge and commissioners 
in Precinct 2 and Precinct 4. Here’s a 
rundown of everyone in the mix for a 
county position, according to the Texas 
secretary of state’s candidate database.

County Judge Andy Eads, who as-

sumed the office in 2018, will face just 
one challenger in his reelection bid: Dal-
las Democrat Fabian Thomas. Listed as 
a management consultant, Thomas ran 
as a Republican for Precinct 2 justice of 
the peace in 2018. He lost the Republican 
primary with 30.1% of the vote.

Searches don’t turn up a social 

media presence for Thomas, though 
he is included in a wrap-up post by the 
Denton County Democratic Party. In-
quiries to his listed campaign email and 
phone number were not returned by 
Monday evening.

‘We lost a great one’
DISD grieves passing 
of retired administrator 
and coach Eric Lokey 

Former 

Denton ISD 
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director 
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Eric Lokey, 

shown in 

2019, died 

Monday 

after a 

nine-year 

battle with 

cancer. He 

was 56.
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What Denton County primary ballots will look like
March 2022 candidates 
had to file by last week

The push to ban books for youths spreads to Texas public libraries

Sergio Flores/For The Texas Tribune

The Llano County Library is temporarily closing so librarians can inven-

tory and catalog their books after community pushback related to titles 

that some deemed offensive.

See CANDIDATES on 5A

See BOOKS on 5A

Audit: PD 
property 
room still 
has issues
Follow-up finds police 
have improved policies, 
but there’s a risk items 
might not get logged

See POLICE on 5A
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Dive into a deep look  
at UNT’s bowl game


