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By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer
pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

Police arrested a 39-year-old Den-
ton man Friday afternoon and charged 
him with murder in connection with 
the death of a woman who has not yet 
been identified.

Another woman called 911 just after 
noon Friday to say she had information 
about a potential homicide in the 3100 

block of Kappwood 
Court, according to a 
city news release.

En route, officers 
received a second call 
from a man who stated that he had 
killed his fiancée. Officers arrived at 
the scene at 12:17 p.m. and located the 
man, identified as Anton Thorp.

Thorp surrendered without inci-
dent. Officers also located the woman, 

who appeared to have been shot. Her 
name has not been released. No other 
details were made available.

State court records show Thorp was 
arrested on a Class A misdemeanor as-
sault causing bodily injury family violence 
charge in 2008. The charge was filed by 
the Collin County District Attorney’s Of-
fice in connection with a family violence 
incident in March 2006. Thorp pleaded 
guilty to a lesser charge and received de-
ferred adjudication.

PEGGY HEINKEL-WOLFE can 
be reached at 940-566-6881 and via 
Twitter at @phwolfeDRC.

By Dalton LaFerney
Staff Writer
dalton.laferney@dentonrc.com

When Daniel Greco was first ques-
tioned three years ago for the murder 
of Anjanette Harris and her unborn 
child, Greco told investigators that 
he accidentally killed Harris during 
bondage sex when he 
bound her and pulled 
a rubber strap around 
her neck. His defense 
attorneys, hoping to 
get a conviction less 
severe than capital 
murder, incorporated 
this defense in their 
closing arguments to 
jurors on Wednesday.

That argument ultimately failed, 
and the jury convicted Greco for capital 
murder. On Friday, as the trial entered 
the punishment phase, prosecutors 
hit hard on Greco’s sexuality as they 
steered their case toward their goal: 
seeing Greco get the death penalty rath-
er than a life sentence without a chance 
for parole.

Prosecutors welcomed two women 
who once had sex with Greco to the 
witness stand. They both said they be-
lieved or were told by friends “it could 
have been me” who Greco murdered if 
it were not Harris.

Assistant District Attorney Lindsey 
Sheugit, as she questioned one of the 
women, presented jurors with letters 

By Mary Dunklin
Denton County magazine

Justin attracts generations 
of residents who enjoy living in 
a city full of small-town charm. 
“It’s the perfect place to raise 
kids and have a family,” says Jus-
tin City Manager Cori Reaume. 
“And even those who move away 
tend to come back and retire 
here.”

Progress with tradition
Justin is located 27 miles 

north of Fort Worth and 17 miles 
southwest of Denton. Its location 
— at the intersection of FM 407 
and FM 156, west of Interstate 
35W — puts it near booming new 

developments, the Texas Motor 
Speedway, Alliance Airport and 
other local industries.

Yet even with all of these ame-
nities nearby, the city of 5,000 still 
has open areas with pastureland, 
cattle grazing and green spaces as 
far as the eye can see.

That’s not to say there is no 
growth or development. Multi-
ple improvements are planned 

across the city. Construction on 
the town’s main thoroughfare 
will eventually widen FM 156 
to a four-lane divided roadway 
that will be realigned to make 
space for a downtown parking 
lot with just over 200 spaces.

City leaders hope these 
changes, plus new landscaping 
and other improvements, will 
beautify the area and make it 
more convenient for patrons of 
the city’s restaurants and busi-
nesses.

Balancing the city’s progress 
with its long-held traditions is 
important for Justin’s leaders. 

Fans gather under 

cloudy skies and 

a few sprinkles as 

the Denton Blues 

Festival kicked off 

Friday with an eve-

ning of karaoke 

at Quakertown 

Park. The Denton 

Black Chamber of 

Commerce’s free 

festival continues 

through Sunday 

with music, food 

and drink, and 

children’s activi-

ties. See sched-

ule, Page 2A. 

Lisely Garza/For the 
DRC

Intro to the blues

By Lolita C. Baldor and Robert Burns
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon 
on Friday announced it will deploy 
additional U.S. troops and missile de-
fense equipment to Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates, as President 
Donald Trump has at least for now put 
off any immediate military strike on 

Iran in response to the attack on the 
Saudi oil industry.

Defense Secretary Mark Esper told 
Pentagon reporters this is a first step to 
beef up security and he would not rule 
out additional moves down the road. 
Gen. Joseph Dunford, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, said more details 
about the deployment will be deter-
mined in the coming days, but it would 
not involve thousands of U.S. troops.

Other officials said the U.S. deploy-
ment would likely be in the hundreds 
and the defensive equipment heading 
to the Middle East would probably in-

clude Patriot missile batteries and pos-
sibly enhanced radars.

The announcement reflected 
Trump’s comments earlier in the day 
when he told reporters that showing re-
straint “shows far more strength” than 
launching military strikes and he want-
ed to avoid an all-out war with Iran.

Instead, he laid out new sanctions 
on the Iranian central bank and said 
the easiest thing to do would be to 
launch military strikes.

“I think the strong person’s ap-
proach and the thing that does show 
strength would be showing a little bit of 

restraint,” Trump told reporters during 
a meeting with Australian Prime Min-
ister Scott Morrison. “Much easier to do 
it the other way, and Iran knows that if 
they misbehave, they are on borrowed 
time.”

Dunford told reporters the extra 
equipment and troops would give the 
Saudis a better chance of defending 
against unconventional aerial attacks.

“No single system is going to be able 
to defend against a threat like that,” he 
said, “but a layered system of defensive 

Justin community prides itself on hometown feel

The close-knit 

community of 

Justin prides 

itself on being 

everything a 

hometown 

should be.
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Alan Comer

EDITOR’S NOTE
This article first appeared in 

the September/October 2019 

edition of Denton County 

magazine.

DA’s office 
pushes 
for death 
penalty
Once his defense, 
Greco’s sexuality 
used against him

Daniel 

Greco

Man charged with murder after calling 911
39-year-old Denton resident 
told police he killed his fiancée

Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe/DRC

Denton police block off the entrance to the 3100 block of Kappwood 

Court as they investigate a homicide Friday afternoon in the cul-de-sac.

Anton Thorp

US to send troops to Saudi Arabia
Trump says he wants 
to show restraint, 
avoid all-out war

See TROOPS on 7A See TRIAL on 7A

See JUSTIN on 7A


