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Human remains found near lake -

By Donna Fielder
Staff Writer

Hickory Creek — Amid lurid
rumors of multiple murders
authorities here would confirm
Wednesday only that remains of
one body have been found in a
shallow grave on U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers property off
Vista Point Road.

Workers with Corps subcon-
tractor Téxas Electric who were
digging a trench in a corps
construction area near
Lewisville . Lake uncovered a
skull, other bone parts, clothing
and a rug in a 3-by-6 foot grave,
said Denton County Sheriff
Kirby Robinson at a news con-
ference. Investigators believe
the body has been in the grave
between 18 and 24 months, he
said. His officers are assisting
Hickory "Creek’s four-man
department in its investigation.

A Dallas television  station
reported Wednesday that at
least three bodies had been
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recovered from the site. No of-
ficial would confirm that report
but an officer from another
agency said he understood two
bodxes had been recovered.
Robmson would say only that
the site is being treated as a
crime scene because human
remains were unearthed.
Authorities don’t believe the site
is an old graveyard, he said.
Corps Park Manager Rex

Boyd said at the site Wednesday -

afternoon the work crew found
the human remains about 3:30
p.m. Tuesday while digging a
utility trench. The trench
follows a road being constructed
to a well at the lake park, he
said. The bones remain at the
site, he told reporters at 5 p.m.
Wednesday. Dwight Crawford,
Denton County investigator for
the Tarrant County Medical
Examiner’s Office, is helping
with the investigation, along
with area law enforcement
agencies, corps employees, an
archaeologist and a physical
anthropologist.

Tight security kept reporters
for 24 hours from the site about
one mile off Interstate 35E near
Lewisville Lake. No one was
allowed onto the corps property
until a 4 p.m. Wednesday news
conference in which large
numbers of Metroplex reporters

1 -and photographers stretched

See REMAINS/6A
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Jay Newman, an employee -with the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, sifts through dirt at the scene of a criminal
investigation in Hickory Creek. The investigation began
Tuesday afternoon when workers with Corps subcontractor
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Texas Electric, who were digging a trench in a corps
construction area near Lewisville Lake, uncovered a
skull, other bone parts, clothlng and a rug in a shallow,
3-foot by 6foorgrave
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yellow crime scene tape sur-
rounding the trench.

Media members sought ad- .

ditional information to a sketchy

news release that states that -

processing of the scene is ex-
pected to be time consuming
and exhaustive. But sheriff’s
information officer Lynn

Holland and corps repre-'

sentative Ron Raffenach added
little information in press in-
terviews at the site.

Robinson explained the tight
security measures taken at the
site. “

“We're trying to protect the
scene to try to determine how
big a thing it is,”” Robinson said.
“Right now we don’t know."’

At least one area agency had
officers on the scene to find out
if the remains could be con-
nected to their unsolved cases.
Irving Police Lt. John Neely
said he believed the remains of

two adult males were found at

the excavation site and he sent
two officers to take a look at the
crime scene. No evidence that
connected the find to any Irving

- case was found, he said.

¢
|
i




Area authorities

determine only
one body in

By Donna Fielder
Staff Writer

Hickory Creek — Authorities here
gathered the bones of a human skeleton

and removed them to the Tarrant
Examiner's
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Authorities gather evidence at Hickory Creek Park there. The remains have been sent to the Tarrant
after a single body was found in a shallow grave , CountyMedical Examiner’s Office.
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By DEANNE FLECKER
Staff writer.

* DENTON — Prosecutor Vicki
Foster portraved Moses Herrera
s a ruthless, troublesome young
man who was already be \'und e
habilitation.

On Thurs-
day, she en-
couraged a
Denton
County jury
to “send a
message lu
gangs” and
“keep their
community
safe,” while

7 years in shooting

Herrera sat coldly staring at her

Her portrayal of Herrera, alang
with 4 key witness's testimony,
led to the convichion of the 19
yvear-old Lewisville man for

Attempting to kill a former frienc

and classmate, ~

Even though he did not have a
felony record, the five-woman,
seven-man -jury passed up-de-
fense arguments for probation and
recommended Herrera be sent-
enced to prnson. State Instnict
Court Judge David Whité sent-
enced Herrera to seven years.

Seéwveral police agencies

]
Turn to HERRERA, page 4A
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“Enforcer’ to serve | FM town manager resigns

Tenure marked: by conﬂlct\ Tanner takes South Texas job

By DEANNE FLEC KER

Staff writer

FLOWER MOUND — Town
Manager Mike Tanner announced
his resignation Friday after.accept-
ing a position with an affluent Hous-
ton suburb.

Tanner said he accepted the posi
tion as city manager of West Uni-
versity Place after receiving a phone
call Thursday night. The city of
approximately 13,000 is located near
Rice University in downtown
Houston.

The resignation ends more than a
year of strife and turmoil for Tanner
caused by repeated attacks by
Mayor Gary Acker and several of his

supporters
Last year,
then
councilman
Acker tned to
have Tanner
removed from
office As
mayor, Acker
ike Tanner  has continued
to be a staunch ¢ntic of Tanner and
other city adminstrators

Tanner said his resignation is
effective Aug, 17 and he will begin
his new job the following week.

The 36'year-old Corpus Chnsti
native said, however, his resignation
does not stem from internal political
problems which have marked Flow-

er Mound the past year.

“It wasn't a hard chowe,” Tanner
said. “The salary is substantially
greater and the benefits are evither
the same or better. My move i en
tirely positive. West University
Place and the advantages presented

explain my move and nothing else. ™

Tanner said he had always hoped
to return to South Texas where he
Rrew up,

“I'm excited aboul returming to
South Texas,” Tanner said. “I pre..
fer the chimate and'l will be Felatively
close to bmulv and friends n Corpus
Christi.”

Acker sad Friday the council will

process of looking for a
new town manager as sSoon:as

;unulhk %

“1 wash him \wli and lhr commun-
ity he will serve 'well,” Acker said,
Wu hope Flower Mound and the
unity he is going to will bolh

p ogress n an orderly manner.”
Tanner came to Flower Mound
om Universal City in November of

1987 'l‘hrn\udt the last 2\ years
Tanner said he has been able
many of the goals he established

when he took the position that had
been filled on a temporary basis by
Police Chief Dennis Hazelwood
“The only thing | wish we had
been able 1o do s begn a facility
construction,” Tanner said. “But T

Turn to TANNER, page 4A",

1986 confession, grave
near lake may be linked

Medical examiners
study human remains

By GLEN FES]

Staff writer

HICKORY C

LEK — Police are mvesti

gating a possible link hetween human remains
discovered in a lakeside grave Tuesday and a
DWI suspect’s claim in ‘1986 that he had killed
a man and buried the body near Lake Dallas.
Hickory Creek Police Chief Ronnie Péar
said Friday he had received information of an

\m!ounded 1986 re
n Central
lkwtmenl said F

had received a report

made in Hamilton
cm -ndlurvmdedto

Dallas Pobed »
that the department
on Sept. 8, 1986, that

- the Hamilton County Sheriff's Department
.. had arrested a DWI suspect who claimed he
_ had killed a man near the Jolly Rogers club in

Lake Dallas on Sept.
body somewhere ne:

, and buried the
the hku but couldn’t

pinpoint the location.

Gaines said that at the time police had no
unsolved reports of assaults or mussing per-
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Doug Laytongader photo

3 u - m sons 'in the area:
Doug Layton/Leader s “Everything was just dropped at that time,” arrant-Perker-Denton
Workers at a criminal investigtion site in mcuory Cuok bone parts u}hoy were digging a trench for the U.S. ("('i:;’uf‘;“:‘,d ale DANEE solie Have Ahe ol “% Y as Examiners Office fjiis a
sift dlﬂl:'qrtlmbr oy " do Army Corps of Engineers near Lewisville Lake P B mﬂﬂdm-emod- min-
after ‘exas Electric fou! ' where human remain:
a skull and othef k e Tumn (o GRAVES, page 1A  were found in & shallow grave. .
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" name of the man who made
statements to Hamilton County
ties buthewouldnotrevealu

- N umtopvelnldetumim-
) next week.

Denton and Tarrant counties.

“The skeletal remains are of such
a nature, we cannot dctermine
seither sex, race or age,’
County Sheriff's Deputy Lynn Hol-
land said Wé&dncsday.

A medical examiner's repont
should reveal information on sex and

age, and any signs of injury or.

trauma, according to a medical m-
vcsugalor
Police mvestigators said the re-

: _mains of one body, including a skull,

were found. They ruled out the pos-
sibility the construction worker dis-
,lmbedanmknownmveme. =
Investigator Sharon Baughman of
u\eDunmCamtyMedimIEwnim
er's Office said nearly all the skeletal
remains of thg body were reco-

S o

" Denton_

vered,

Early spec ulation of thé discovery
of up to three bodies was dismissed
as investigators probed the site
nearly all day Wednesday and into
Thursday morning.

Pear said he was still awmmg the
full report from Lake Dallas Chief
Don Hamilton, who told him of the
report Wednesday. .

Hamilton could not be reached for
comment Friday.

Gamsmdﬂ)el%ﬁmcuiernwas
remembered by Patrol Sgt. Nelda
Oglesbee, who was a communica-
tions officer at the time.

Denton County Sheriff Kirby

said nvestigators had not
detemmedmeongmofanmleo(

clothing discovcred near the re-
mains.

Robinson ‘said Wednesday he
knew of no nussmg or dis-
appearances in the Hi Creek -
area that could possibly be linked to .
the remains, . .

Rex Boyd, the Lemsvulc-area‘
corps diremor, said the machine. *

scattered the bones, thus forcing a
lengthy and diki search of the
site by police and scentists from the
University ‘of North Texas in De-
IRORS o
Investigators and UNT experts
worked through the night into
Thursday morning sifting through
| in search of more remains or
r evidence.

PR SR PRGN



22850 4l

‘» -~ o
L i
# '

2

5
et U
.

\ymoay August 8, 1990, Lewisville Leader M

Medlcal examiner ofﬁc1aL hopes to have
Hickory Creek body ID by next week

By GLEN FEST
Staff writer ‘

A‘l‘mComtquuﬁmmsoﬁaﬂ
said the office hopes 1o have information this
week or next on the identity of a human skeleton
discovered July 31 nnHackoryCreck

Among information used for identification may
be‘a 1986 murder confession report given Lake

week ldennﬁatm of

oexindmmus,t determined before officials
anhopttopodﬁymatchmndmdmldcnmy
to the remains, Fabian said.

. Hitkory Creek Police Chief Ronnie Pear said
Tucuhy he was informed by the. examining
physician’s office theforenm study only got

-under way Tuesday.

Pwmduecretzrytol)r Marc Krause, the
ytm told him the office was

thspo&%!hﬂlmbealhyvdedtomedel/ ;Szdeep in work, and that forensic work

examiner investigators.
And the Hickory Creek police investigation
into a possible link between the remains and the

confession made to Hamilton County law en-

forccmldﬁcﬂsbleWImmumhdd

until the medical examiner’s report is completed. '

Bill Fabian, a spokesman for the examiner’s
office, wdTuesdlyuieremwmwmkm
txmmthrmnuudncovcndbymstmlm
workcnchmad:td\onUS Army Corps of

not begin until Tuesday.”
"Sltn:dtlnthdmhldacharremget

started on it,"” Pear said. “They apparemly have-

quite a bit going on.

“They sad they mmtotry:hdget toit
today and maybe have umethmg for us by the
end of the week or next week.”

And the timetable for u:lenmg the mformation
could strefkh into next week, since the examin-
ing physician scheduled to examihe the remans .

'8

Temnﬁm .

mm.Um«ude
office until next

logist is not expected back in

. week, another office spokesman said Tuesday.

Pearwdhnoﬁccuhd&uoﬂthhvut
tmdlhwnﬂeh&wﬁhmm
conféssion until the examiner’s report is com-
plcltmﬁacopyoldwrcw‘lhubemrmnd
Pear said he was still waiting for Lake Dallas

{

Police: Chief Don Hamilton. to provide the
report H,vmlton first told him of last

“Not a thing,"” said Pw when dmf
mwu,ﬂomumfrm\u!t “We're

.Mmmnmtiwbmmnbaﬂﬁn'

Auxrdmg to the repart, a man arrested on

1986 by Hamiltonagounty sheriff’s de-
auncschh\edheh-d illed”a man at the Jolly
wers nightclub in Lake Dallas foug days earlier.
Lake Dallas police dropped the investigation at
t}rmaﬁuw&wmm\tmﬂdfudm
stantiation : _
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Examiner says skeleton
not related to slaying

By GLEN FEST 2
Stalf writer
4

~

Hickory Creek was dismissed
'l'hm;oday by a medical examiner in-

vestigator

Denton police were informed by
Denton County ME investigator
Dwight Crawford that the .38-
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Dotson said the suspect led police
on fruitless searches for the site of
the body throughout the county.

“You can confess to killing 10 peo-
ple, but without a body...," no case
can be built, Dotson said. “He took

caliber to the medical ex-

Siiner's offce.

Dotson said, however, tests

showed the bullets found did not
with the gun,

Cra said the office ‘has no

conclusions if the remains could be a

:

sive on that,” he sad. “We don't

have it (skeleton) reconstructed
yet."” ;
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Body identified
as black male
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Experts: Remains
are of black man
24 to 27 years old .

By GLEN FEST ;
StalY yriln

HICKORY CRI‘IﬁK < Skeletal remams discovered
in a bkeside grave July 31 were those of an unsdentificd
11 man buned six (o fune years ago, authoritkes gy - »

A prelimusary report from Usiversity of North 1o wis
anthropotogists and the Tarrant County Medial F
ammer’s office Thursday showed the remains 10 be
those of a 24- to 27-year-old black male of averag:,
hewght, Hickory Creek Police Chiet Rompie Pear sai

Pathologsts are stll unsuge haw the man died, Pean
said,

He said that because of the age of the rematns, he had
stopped pursuing a possible ink between the body and
the 1986 clam by a man n Hamlton County that he had
kilied someone and buned the body néar Lewisville
mrA o .

Investylatons' strongest piece of evidence in identify
ing the refaans was that the man's left ann was de
formed and turmed mward, Pear sad.

The anm rested naturally with palin outward, and
knuckle i aganst the hip, Pear said. The deformuty
came from an iyury, rather than a buth defect, Pear  *
saud.

Pear sind the arm could prove mote valudde tan
dental records or facial reconstruction m making an
0 | identification of the remains,

“This person had extensive dental problems, with na
apparent indication of dental work cver bewy done,”
Pear said Two of the man’s front teeth were turned
sideways, protruding outwards, he sad. T additon, at
least one tooth had decayed to the gums at the time of
death, Pear sald.

“We just puw gt the other informution, and we'll be

Saed iy Imwlﬂ.z\ms.”’u
b e
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A vacane 1s now avalable for

ported 1o us. ; l

From 1A

! '.x sendmg 1t out
# NCIC,” the N | Crime In

E;

worker upcutmg & trenching formation released 1o the NCIC

macihune uncanthed Uhe remans last
manth. l’amal feature reconstruc-

tion uwa be used if phutzﬁ

from the NCIC ;nmde a
lead, Pear said.

Paqad,hemWQhehv

cmummmdptwuunelad:
“ There are still no conclusions as to

- the cause of death, despite two
:tem gun shells found with the
. Pear said, adding that

tha‘e.vue no related bone frag-
ments or damage to the skeleton.





