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D-Day

INTO THE JAWS OF DEATH
Robert F. Sargent’s harrowing photo of the early stages of the D-Day invasion shows soldiers disembarking a Higgins boat amid  

German gunfire to storm Omaha Beach on June 6, 1944, in Normandy, France. [NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION]

Remembering the brutal, defining battle of  
World War II — and its aftermath — 75 years later

A portrait of heroes
The Associated Press captured images  

of D-Day veterans from the United  
States, Great Britain and Canada  
who are returning to Normandy 

for the 75th anniversary.
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A soldier’s story
A grandfather’s secret D-Day  

journal: A haunting, heartbreaking  
diary emerges after a veteran’s death. A 

Washington Post sports writer shares 
his grandpa’s description of the battle.
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How we remember
From movies to television, 

D-Day has been recounted in 
our culture for decades. We take 

a look at the best depictions of 
the historic battle.
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By REBECCA SANTANA
The Associated Press

P lanes spread out across the sky, nearly wingtip to wingtip. A sniper’s bullet whiz-
zing by the ear. Squeezing a dying soldier’s hand, so he knew he was not alone.

Across three quarters of a century, the old veterans remember that epic day 
on the beaches of Normandy. For historians, D-Day was a turning point in the 
war against Germany; for men who were among the 160,000 Allied fighters who 

mounted history’s largest amphibious invasion, June 6, 1944, remains a kaleidoscope of memo-
ries, a signal moment of their youth.

Not many of those brave men remain , and those that do often use canes, walkers or wheelchairs. 
Few are willing or able to return to Normandy for the anniversary. But listen to the stories of 
some who are making that sentimental journey that spans thousands of miles — and 75 years.
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