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3 techniques to keep mosquitoes 
out of your backyard oasis

Mosquitoes make their pres­
ence felt in many areas each 
summer. These pesky, often 
hungry insects can carry dis­
ease, and their bites can be 
painful and itchy. Homeowners 
can try these three techniques 
to keep mosquitoes out of their 
backyards.

1. Remove standing water.

Standing water is a breeding 
ground for mosquitoes, who 

don’t even need a lot of water to successfully breed. A daily walk around the prop­
erty may uncover kids’ toys, empty flower pots or other small receptacles that can 
collect water. Even clogged gutters can lead to the accumulation of a small amount 
of water, and that can be enough for mosquitoes to breed. Remove these potential 
breeding grounds when you find them, and do so each day, as mosquitoes mature 
from eggs to nymphs in roughly four days.

2. Mow regularly.

Mowing the lawn so the grass never gets too high is 
another way to make a backyard less hospitable to 
mosquitoes. The pest experts at Terminix" note that 
mosquitoes seek tall grass to protect them from the 
elements, including wind and hot summer sun. Mowing 
enough so grass never gets too high in summer can 
make backyards less inviting to mosquitoes.

3. Plant with mosquitoes in mind.

The home remodeling experts at HGTV note that plants can be part of homeowners’ 
strategy to repel mosquitoes. Various plants have mosquito-repellant qualities. For 
example, bee balm releases a fragrance as it grows, and mosquitoes don’t like that 
fragrance. Homeowners can speak with a local lawn and garden professional for 
recommendations about plants that can thrive in their region and repel mosquitoes 
at the same time.

Mosquitoes can make it hard to enjoy a backyard oasis. But various strategies can 
help homeowners keep these unwanted guests out of their backyards.
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Homegrown Fruits & Vegetables
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256-476-3742 • Falkville, AL

~Delicious~ Beets • Lettuce • Cabbage 
• Onions • Turnip Greens • Broccoli 
and of course, STRAWBERRIES!

Visit us at www.alapark.com

Day Trip Getaway
Cabins at the Caverns

Fully equipped cabin rentals at 
Cathedral Caverns State Park

Farm Produce

MARKET HOURS:
Mon. - Sat. 10AM to 6PM 

Sunday Noon to 6PM

Your next cavern getaway can now be an overnight destination! Book 
your cabin getaway and enjoy not just the magnificent park attraction, 
but also explore more of what Cathedral Caverns State Park offers. 
Nearby hiking trails connect the cabins with a variety of wildlife and 
birding opportunities to take in. Cabins offer 2 bedrooms with a 
common area, kitchen, full bathroom, and include linens. Book now 
at camprrm.com

Come enjoy a tour in the cave and 
explore some of the most beautiful 
formations Mother Nature has 
ever created in our stalagmite 
forest. The cave maintains a com­
fortable 60 degree temperature 
year round, making it an excellent 
trip for schools, churches, or other 
groups. The 493 acre park includes marked hiking trails for those who 
like to explore the outdoors, gemstone mining, and improved campsites 
as well as back country campsites and primitive sites.

637 Cave Rd, Woodville, AL • (256) 888-0230 g

436 Hwy 36E, Hartselleeeves- East of I-65 Exit 328
1/2 mile east of Cracker Barrel 

256-502-9760
Q JTcULAaX reevespeaches.com

We offer competitive pricing, but we excel 
in SERVICE! We offer same day delivery 
on most items. Stop by and visit with us, 

where the coffee is always on us.

Doors, Windows, Painting + 
Everything to get ready for SPRING!

Corum’s Building & Farm Center

ACE408 Hwy. 31 NW ■ Hartselle, Al 35640 
256-773-5477 ■ corumbfc.com 1̂

Hardware

Pest Control & Lawn Care
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Summer is a season of relaxation when
school is not in session, vacation sea-
son is in full swing and people every-
where are getting outside and soaking
up the summer sun. It’s hard to imagine
how that can get any better. But it can
for people thinking of installing a pool in
their backyard.

Pools definitely have a wow factor that’s
hard to replicate. Homeowners consid-
ering pool installation can take note of
these factors as they try to decide if a
pool is right for them.

Cost

The cost to install a pool depends on a
host of factors, including which type of
pool homeowners are considering and
where they live. According to the online
home improvement resource Angi (for-

merly Angie’s list), the average cost to install an above ground pool in the United States in 2022 was
$3,322, while the average inground pool installation in the same year was $55,000. That’s quite a dis-
parity in price, and homeowners should know that the average cost of each project is higher in certain
regions and under certain circumstances. Potential ancillary costs, such as excavation and plumbing
relocation, will add to the final cost of the project. The erection of fencing around the pool if no fencing
currently surrounds the area where the pool will be located also will add to the final cost.

Pool type

As noted, above ground pools, on average, require a considerably smaller financial investment than
inground pools. This is an important consideration, but which option may ultimately prove the better in-
vestment is worth researching. Homeowners can speak with a local real estate professional to determine
if an inground pool or above ground might yield a significantly higher return at resale. If an inground pool
is likely to increase property value by a substantial amount, it could be well worth the extra upfront costs.

Maintenance

Pools are undeniably fun, but they still require maintenance. The experts at Better Homes & Gardens
note that vinyl liners in pools last approximately six to 10 years, while painted concrete may require a
fresh coat of paint every five years. Plaster finishes may last as long as 15 years, while cement-coated
products can last a lifetime. Pools also need periodic cleaning, and chemicals to keep the pool operating
safely and cleanly will require an additional, if somewhat minimal, financial investment. Homeowners in-
vesting in a new pool should be aware of the maintenance required to keep the pool clean and be willing
to do that maintenance. And though homeowners typically can open and close pools on their own, it’s
also possible to hire someone to do it for a relatively small fee each season.

Location

A survey of the land in a yard can reveal how smoothly a pool installation may or may not go. Though
it’s possible to install a pool in just about any yard, some spaces might require greater preparation and
pre-installation effort than others. Sloped backyards, for example, may require the services of a land-
scape architect to prepare the space, which can extend the time it takes to complete the project and add
the overall cost.

These are just some of the factors that merit consideration when mulling a pool installation. A homeown-
ers’ best resource might be a local pool company who can visit a home, provide an estimate and point
out any challenges that may arise during the install.
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Dixie Auto Parts
525 Hwy 72 W Athens, AL 35611

(256) 232-8811

Making Mowing
FUN and not
a CHORE!

Toro • Husqvarna • Echo • Shindaiwa
TRAILERS

Need a trailer? We stock 5x8, 6x12,
and 6x14 dove tail trailers.

SERVICE
We also service what we sell.

With trained mechanics, we are prepared
for all your service and repair needs.

ACCESSORIES
We also offer a variety

of accessories for your lawn equipment.
Stocking baggers, mulch kits, sweepers,

dump carts, and spreaders.

Outdoor Power Equipment
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Home Improvement

Mynor’s Insulation

(256) 345-2224

Painting Inside/Outside • Sheetrock Repair
Flooring • New Shower Installation

Landscaping • Insulation

LICENSED & INSURED
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2019

Licensed & Insured
256-345-9042

All types of Hardscaping,
Landscaping, Design

& Maintenance
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Pool Makeover Time

Budget Pool Liners

Make your pool look new again at very
lliittttllee ccoosstt!! SSeevveerraall lliinneerr ddeessiiggnnss aavvaaiillaabbllee.

Weather permitting, 3 week turn around time.

-Pool Liners -

Trinity, AL || 256-476-4760
588761-1

At Sun Solutions we sell,
install and service
commercial and residential
motorized screens,
awnings, pergolas and
fixed architecturally
designed patio covers
and roofs.

1710 Eastwood Dr. SE
Decatur, AL 35601
(256) 822-4228

www.sunsolutions1.com

Awnings & Screens

What to know about
installing a pool at home
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