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Teretha Kittles to be 
laid to rest on Nov. 27
DAYTONA TIMES STAFF

Families and friends of Mrs. Teretha Kit-
tles will celebrate her life at 2 p.m. on Satur-
day, Nov. 27, at Shady Grove Primitive Baptist 
Church, 705 S. Caroline St., Daytona Beach.

Mrs. Kittles passed away on Nov. 21 at Ad-
vent Health of Daytona Beach. She was 82 
years old.

She was born in Belleville, Florida, to the 
late Gussie and Will Simmons, on Feb. 8, 1939. 
She graduated from J.R.E. Lee High School. 

On Aug. 8, 1961, she married 
Otis Kittles, now deceased. 
She moved from St.    Peters-
burg to Daytona Beach.

Mrs. Kittles was a domestic 
worker and cafeteria worker. 
She enjoyed watching sports, 
cooking, and spending time 
with family. She was a mem-
ber of Shady Grove Primitive 
Baptist Church.

Along with her husband, 
she was preceded in death by her daughter, 
Cynthia Willis; brothers, Arthur James Horn-
er and Hosea Horner; and sisters, Lillian 
Smith and Rutha Mae Barton.

Survivors include sons, Arthur Lee Kittles 
(Cookie), Paul Kittles, James Kittles (Dawn), 

all of Daytona Beach, Willie Ray Kittles (Cas-
sandra), Port Orange, and Eugene Phillips 
(Andrea) Panama City; daughters, Jennifer 
Sweeting (Trevin), Atlanta, Georgia, Jacque-
line Mitchell (Dwayne), Atlanta; and Vivian 
Williams (Rufus), Houston, Texas; 13 grand-
children; five sisters-in-law, five brothers-
in-law; six great-grandchildren, and a host 
of nieces, nephews, great-nieces and great-
nephews.

Arrangements are entrusted to R.J. Gain-
ous Funeral Home, 804 Dr. McLeod Bethune 
Blvd., Daytona Beach.

A public viewing is scheduled from 5 to 7 
p.m. Nov. 26 at R.J. Gainous Funeral Home.

Interment will be at Greenwood Cemetery 
in Daytona Beach.

Wildcats well-represented in Orlando
THE FLORIDA CLASSIC EXPERIENCE

While Bethune-Cookman 
didn’t return home with a 10th 

straight win against Florida A&M 
in Saturday’s Florida Classic, 

Wildcats walked away with plenty 
of good memories from the 

Orlando weekend. It still was a 
grand time to reunite with family, 

friends and alumni. During 
the Classic weekend, B-CU was 

well-represented by its university 
court and the crowd-pleaser, the 

Marching Wildcats, also known as 
The Pride. See page 5 for a story 

on the football game, which drew 
more than 54,000 to Camping 

World Stadium in Orlando.
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Memoir 
ignites 
debate in 
Flagler over 
banning 
books
BY SKYLER SWISHER
ORLANDO SENTINEL/TNS

ORLANDO — A memoir that 
explores race and sexuality has 
ignited a contentious debate 
over book banning with a Flagler 
County School Board member fil-
ing a criminal complaint that ac-
cused the district of breaking ob-
scenity laws.

“All Boys Aren’t Blue: A Mem-
oir-Manifesto” is generating na-
tional controversy because of its 
sexual content. The memoir fea-
tures author George M. Johnson’s 
reflections on growing up Black 
and queer.

School Board member Jill 
Woolbright filed a criminal com-
plaint, telling a deputy that she 
thought it was “a crime to have 
the book in the [district’s] media 
centers” and demanding that the 
people who put it there be held 
“accountable.”

The Flagler County Sheriff’s 
Office dismissed the complaint 
on Nov. 19, but the communi-
ty remains embroiled in a heat-
ed debate over whether the book 
should be available in school li-
braries. It has sparked hours of 
back-and-forth discussion at 
school board meetings.

Johnson, who uses the pro-
nouns they/them, said the mem-
oir is geared toward 14- to 18-year-
olds. While the work includes de-
scriptions of oral sex, anal sex and 
masturbation, Johnson said they 
are in the context of consent, sex-
ual abuse, gender identity, toxic 
masculinity, emotional trauma 
and other important issues facing 
teenagers.

Johnson said the book gives 
teenagers a road map for recog-
nizing and dealing with trauma 
and abuse, as well as avoiding 
mistakes the author made grow-
ing up.

“My book is 320 pages, and ev-
eryone is pigeonholing it based 
on two excerpts,” Johnson said. 
“It is important that people re-
alize that this book has a wealth 
of additional information that 
young adults will deal with and go 
through. This is a learning tool in-

See BOOKS, Page 2

The NAACP and a new  
local restaurant team up  
to provide Thanksgiving 

help for residents.

BY ANDREAS BUTLER
DAYTONA TIMES 

There are plenty of individual, business-
es and organizations in the community that 
stepped up to help make sure residents in 
the area had the best possible Thanksgiv-
ing. 

One of those was the Daytona Beach/
Volusia County NAACP. The organization 
teamed up with Midtown Café, a new res-
taurant, on Nov. 19 and assisted 20 families 
with Thanksgiving meal items. The restau-
rant is located at 536 Dr. Mary McLeod Bet-
hune Blvd., Daytona Beach.

“The NAACP is so grateful for this young 
couple who are new to our community. 
Their support enabled these families to 
enjoy Thanksgiving. This is the purpose 
of Thanksgiving,” said Cynthia Slater, local 
NAACP president.

Karen Eagar, owner of the Midtown Ca-
fé, noted, “We usually give away 100 tur-
keys during Thanksgiving. This is our first 
year here in Daytona and we want to help 
as much as possible in the community. We 
teamed up with the NAACP because they 
are supportive. They also know the com-
munity and where help is needed the most.’’

‘Only the beginning’
Eagar owns the business along with her 

husband, Sidney Qualis. Midtown Café 
opened just before Biketoberfest back in 
October.

“This is the season to be giving. We feel 

obliged to give back. We have received so 
much from the community since we have 
been here. Any opportunity that we have to 
give back and say thanks is good. This is on-
ly the beginning,’’ Eager added.

The families came to the restaurant that 
day and received donated turkeys, desserts 
and soft drinks.

In addition, Midtown Café provided 
guests with free samples from their menu, 
which includes wraps, burgers, tacos, 
breakfast bowls, barbecued ribs, chicken, 
salad and more.

“We just shared whatever we had at the 

‘WE FEEL OBLIGED
TO GIVE BACK’

See THANKSGIVING, Page 2
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The Midtown Café and local NAACP gave away turkeys and sides on Nov. 19 at 
the new Daytona Beach restaurant.

Teretha  
Kittles


