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Law enforcement officers from around the country line up to attend the funeral of Officer Jason Raynor on Monday at 

the Ocean Center.

MARCUS YAM/LOS ANGELES TIMES/TNS

Taliban fighters man a checkpoint outside Abbey Gate as they make 
Afghans with travel documents wait in the corner for their turn to proceed, 
in Kabul, Afghanistan, on Aug. 25.

Haitian fishing village  
battered by the earthquake

BY JACQUELINE CHARLES 
MIAMI HERALD/TNS 

There is no hospital, no dispensary, no 
drinking water, no chlorine purifier. In this far 
remote corner of southern Haiti, inside a green 
hamlet of overhanging palm trees, rocky roads 
and white sand, a poor fishing village stands 
alone.

The structures — homes, churches, schools 
— that weren’t flattened by the deadly 7.2 mag-
nitude earthquake that shook the western 
reaches of southern Haiti are barely standing. 

Cracks run through the concrete of once up-
right buildings, winding along their sides, like 
badly fitting pieces of a jigsaw puzzle.

The people of Boucan Noël were already 
struggling to recover from 2016’s Hurricane 
Matthew, which battered their oceanfront 
hamlet with ferocious winds and waves before 
the ground buckled on Aug. 14.

Now, they are left to fend for themselves amid 
ruin as they rely on brackish, contaminated wa-
ter from the nearby Lacombe River to drink and 
bathe, sleep on pavement along a main street 
strewn with fallen cement blocks, and won-
der if the next aftershock or the next torrential 
downpour will be the one to finally bring down 

Governor was among the 
mourners at Monday’s funeral 

for Officer Jason Raynor.

BY ANDREAS BUTLER
DAYTONA TIMES

Hundreds of law enforcement officers and of-
ficials from all over the country descended on 
Daytona Beach for the funeral service of Daytona 
Beach Police Officer Jason Raynor.

On Monday, more than 1,000 people filled the 
Ocean Center for the slain officer’s funeral.

A day earlier, they joined the Daytona Beach 
community for a viewing service at the old Volu-

sia County administration building.
Officer Raynor’s funeral was private and not 

open to the public.
One last dispatched radio call was played hon-

oring Officer Raynor at his funeral.
“Officer Jason Raynor, we thank you for your 

dedication and services to the citizens of Dayto-
na Beach. Rest easily. We have it from here.”

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis also attended the 
service.

Salutes after service
Following the funeral, a quick ceremony took 

place outside of the Ocean Center right next to 

Officers say goodbye  
to one of their own

JOSE A. IGLESIAS/EL NUEVO HERALD/TNS

A woman carries salvaged wood on a wheelbarrow through the street 
in Corail, Haiti, on Aug. 19. Many structures in this small fishing village 
were damaged or destroyed by the earthquake. See HAITI, Page 2
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Officer Jason Raynor

Local veterans express mixed 
views on U.S. response.

BY ANDREAS BUTLER
DAYTONA TIMES

The United States is trying to have all of its 
personnel and allies in Afghanistan evacuat-
ed by Aug 31.

President Joe Biden has ruled out extend-
ing that deadline despite pressure from Re-
publican and Democratic leaders as well as 
some U.S. allies.

As of Daytona Times’ Wednesday deadline, 
it was estimated that 1,500 Americans were 

still in Afghanistan needing to be evacuated.
The Taliban overran the Afghan military 

mostly without a fight in recent weeks, which 
also surprised many countries, including the 
U.S.

Scenes of Afghan people holding onto and 
falling from U.S. military aircraft last week is 
still haunting. 

‘Have to regroup’
Historically, Black Americans have always 

answered America’s call to arms and have 
fought every major and minor war or conflict 
in this nation’s history.

WEIGHING IN ON 
AFGHANISTAN

See AFGHANISTAN, Page 2

Classes of 
1976 honor 
director of 
Bryon center
BY ANDREAS BUTLER
DAYTONA TIMES

Graduates of Mainland, 
Seabreeze, Spruce Creek high 
schools and Father Lopez Catho-
lic High School of 1976 came to-
gether for a reunion on Sunday, 
Aug. 22, at the Hunt House in 
Daytona Beach,

The classes also took the time 
to honor one of their own, Ja-
net Elam Bryant, with a Lifetime 
Achievement Award during a re-
ception that day.

Bryant is a graduate of Spruce 
Creek High’s Class of 1976. She 
also earned her bachelor’s de-
gree in childhood education 
from Bethune-Cookman College 
(now University) in 1982.

“I really appreciate this. I thank 
everyone. I feel there are so ma-
ny other people that could have 
been honored in the community, 
but I feel so good that my class-
mates would take the time to 
honor me,” Bryant said.

‘Doing a great job’
Bryant is the longtime execu-

tive director of the Rose Marie 
Bryon Children’s Center, where 
she has worked for more than 30 
years.

The center is the oldest af-
ter-school children’s program in 
Daytona, starting in 1948. The 
current structure was built in 
1967 and opened in 1968, giving 
it a permanent home.

Bryant’s classmates just saw 
it fitting to honor Bryant for her 
work with children in the com-
munity.

“We really wanted to honor Ja-
net. She has run that center so 
long,” said Ricky Scott, a gradu-
ate of Seabreeze High School and 

‘I’m sleeping in the streets’


