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The Volusia County School 
Board voted 4-1 on Tuesday 
to move forward in making 
amendments to its policy on 
masks. It was the third straight 
meeting that the wearing of 
masks was discussed.

Jamie Hayes was the on-
ly board member to vote 
against the measure. The 
move is a step further to mak-
ing masks optional instead of 
mandatory.

Masks currently are re-
quired to be worn by stu-
dents, faculty, staff and visi-
tors while on campus and 

school district facilities.
Once finalized, masks will 

be encouraged but not en-
forced.

The final vote will come at 
a special meeting on June 14, 
which could make wearing 
masks optional during sum-
mer school. 

A MOVE TOWARD 
OPTIONAL MASKS

Volusia parents sound off on policy changes regarding  
face coverings for the next school term.

See MASKS, Page 2

Pierre Louis presents 
Warner Christian 
Academy graduating 
senior Alexys Hill with an 
award and scholarship 
for $500 during the 
Daytona Beach Midtown 
Redevelopment Board 
meeting on Tuesday. The 
scholar athlete is with her 
mother, NeKeaya Quann, 
stepfather Carl 
Quann and sister 
Caedynce Quan.
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Community helps  
Jessie Corbitt  

celebrate birthday

Jessie Corbitt was honored on May 8 
with a drive-by parade in front of his Day-
tona Beach home in celebration of his 
102nd birthday. The drive-by party includ-
ed members of the Sunchasers Motor-
cycle Club and the Daytona Beach Police 
Department. 

Mr. Corbitt was born on May 5, 1919 in 
Abbeville, Alabama. He is a retired busi-
nessman, cab driver and construction 
worker. He owned his own cab company 
called Lucky Star Cabs from 1946 to 1994.
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During a press conference at 
City Hall on Monday, local activist 
Dyrell Johnson – also known as Rell 
Black – accused the Volusia Young 
Democrats (VYD) of trying to sab-
otage the Malcolm X Day event set 
for May 17 at Daisy Stocking Park in 
Daytona Beach.

Johnson puts on the event 
through Community Healing Proj-
ect (CHP), a non-profit organiza-
tion he runs and created.

As of the Daytona Times’ 
Wednesday deadline, the Malcolm 
X Day event was still on.  

The controversy comes from the 
chosen speaker for the event – Min-
ister Mikhail Muhammad, leader of 
Nubians United for Self-Defense. 

“On May 4, we were informed by 
the Volusia Young Democrats due 
to our guest of honor they would 
not participate because his mes-
sage not aligning to their party’s 
ideas and beliefs,” commented 
Johnson.

“A day later, the Daytona Beach 
police notified us that several mes-
sages, pictures and screenshots 
were sent to officers on Mr. Mu-
hammad. We were informed that 
if Mr. Muhammad speaks, the city 
could and would not support.”

Law enforcement 
contacted

A Twitter account attributed to 
Muhammad (@mikhail50grand) 
has a tweet about the event with 
its flyer attached stating, “A politi-
cal group is trying to stop me from 
speaking but the show will go on.”

Muhammad and his group have 
received praise for calling out po-
lice brutality and racial injustice 
but is criticized as Black racial ex-
tremists. 

Law enforcement confirmed be-
ing contacted about Mr. Muham-
mad speaking at the event.

“We are aware of the event and 
that Mr. Muhammad is a guest 
speaker. We are monitoring. Our 

Malcolm X Day 
speaker sparks 
controversy

See SPEAKER, Page 2
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Students continue to wear masks and use other protections in 
most Florida schools. District officials across the state are reviewing their 
policies moving into the summer and fall.
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The end of the school year is 
fast approaching and it’s time to 
recognize the achievements of 
local graduating high school se-
niors.

Most Volusia County public 
schools hold graduation ceremo-
nies during the first week of June. 

Alexys Hill, 18, is a senior at 
Warner Christian Academy, a 
private Christian school in South 

Daytona. She has a 3.8 grade 
point average and will graduate 
on May 21. 

Hill was awarded the Midtown 
Leadership & Community Award 
sponsored by Pierre Louis at the 
Midtown Redevelopment Board 
meeting at City Hall in Daytona 
Beach on Tuesday evening.

She received a $500 scholar-
ship, a plaque and other gifts.

“I am proud of myself,” Hill told 

Graduating senior receives  
community and leadership award

Jessie Corbitt is shown in a festive birthday setting with his granddaughter, Nika Corbitt, who turned 40 on his birthday.

A SPECIAL SALUTE FOR 102ND BIRTHDAY

Local law enforcement officers 
pose with Mr. Corbitt.

Mr. Corbitt is surrounded by members of 
the Sunchasers Motorcycle Club.

See AWARD, Page 2


