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Popular host to convene  
town hall meeting in Daytona

                                                                       
DAYTONA TIMES STAFF  

True to a commitment he made last week in the 
wake of the Ed Reed saga at Bethune-Cookman 
University (B-CU), popular Black journalist Ro-
land Martin will come to Daytona on Friday for a 
town hall meeting to air concerns of the universi-
ty’s students.

His “Roland Martin Unfiltered” show will air 
live in Daytona Beach on Friday, Feb. 3 from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. at Hope Fellowship Church, located 
at 849 Derbyshire Road. Doors open to the pub-
lic at 5 p.m. 

Black Floridians from as far away as Mi-
ami-Dade County – 250 miles from Daytona 

Beach – indicated they may attend to support the 
students.

Telling students’ stories
Martin decided to bring his show to town after 

covering student protests at B-CU last week where 
students protested living conditions at the Histor-
ically Black College & University that sits in the 
heart of Daytona Beach.

Students appeared on the Martin show and 
spoke out about living conditions such as mold 
and mildew in the dorms, bad food in the cafeteria, 
having to sign non-disclosure agreements, fear of 
retaliation from the school’s leadership, and more.

Many students also spoke out in support of 
Reed, a National Football League Hall of Fam-
er. The school decided not to hire him as its head 
coach after he criticized B-CU’s leadership in an-
gry social posts for allowing inadequate facilities 

such as no locker room and showers, a dilapidat-
ed practice field, and inadequate training facilities. 

Protests began right after the university made it 
clear that Reed would not be hired and that a new 
search was underway.

Football players also appeared on Martin’s 
show last week in support of Reed and spoke of 
dorm conditions and even sharing helmets during 

Ready or not,  
Martin is coming

COURTESY OF YOUTUBE

Roland Martin interviewed Bethune-Cookman University Interim President Dr. Lawrence 
Drake live on “Roland Martin Unfiltered” on Monday, Jan. 23.
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Dr. E. Faye Williams: The wisdom 
of Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson

B-CU to announce 
new head coach 
in coming days
BY ANDREAS BUTLER
DAYTONA TIMES    

Bethune-Cookman University is-
sued a statement on Wednesday say-
ing it was days away from naming a 
new head football coach and that the 
school also would address students’ 
concerns following protests last week.

“Several adjustments were made to 
ensure our next coach is the best fit 
for our university. I recently met with 
student leaders to ensure that we ad-
dressed their concerns and answered 
each question as honestly as possible,” 
Dr Lawrence Drake, B-CU’s interim 
president, said in the statement.

“We’ve also added a football play-
er representative to our search com-
mittee to give the team an active voice 
in choosing our next head football 
coach.”

B-CU had originally agreed with for-
mer NFL Hall of Famer Ed Reed for 
him in December for him to be the 
next football coach.

After three and half weeks, the 
school announced that it would not 
negotiate a contract with Reed after he 
appeared on social media criticizing 
school leadership and working condi-
tions such as trash on campus and his 
office not being cleaned

Reed also criticized the school for 
not having a locker room or showers, 
a practice field or adequate training fa-
cilities for the team.

Infrastructure plans
B-CU says that it has reviewed 50 ap-

plicants for the coaching vacancy.
“Many of these candidates possess 

not only knowledge of the game and 
the ability to assist in raising funds for 
our program, but they also have the 
discipline needed to represent our 
university and embody our values,” ex-
pressed Drake.

“Our next coach will bring the skills 
required to mold our student-athletes 
into successful young men both on 
and off the field.”

Drake noted that university leaders 
are committed to revitalizing the ath-

Locals to be  
honored on Friday in  

banners ceremony

BY ANDREAS BUTLER
DAYTONA TIMES 

Sixteen people are being hon-
ored on banners during Black 
History Month for their contribu-
tions to the Daytona Beach com-
munity politically, culturally and 
socially.

An unveiling ceremony is 
set to take place at noon at the 
Bethune-Cookman University 
Center for Civic Engagement on 
Friday, Feb. 3.

The banners are on display this 
month on International Speed-
way Boulevard between Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Blvd. and Lin-
coln Street.

This year’s honorees are: Rev. 
Carl F. Brinkley; Vernon L. Echols; 
Jossie Queen James; Andrew 
Moore, Sr.; Daisy Hardy Stocking; 
Fannie H. Counts McNorton; Ju-
lia Mae Troutman Cherry; Jean-
nie Mae Fudge; Earl C. McCrary 
II; Cardy Moten Sr.; Robert K. 
Wright; James F. Daniels; James 
Griffen Greene; Jack Cy McClai-
ren; Ralph A. Singleton, Sr.; and 
Rufus “Buddy” Young.

“This is an outstanding group 
of folks just as others in the past. 
We have a strong group of wom-
en in this year’s group. Their ac-
complishments are worth honor-
ing,” commented Percy William-
son, chair of the Midtown Com-
munity Development Corpora-
tion (MCDC).

MCDC and the City of Daytona 
Beach have teamed up to spon-
sor the banner project. 

The banners also will be post-
ed on the city’s website www.
codb.us and MCDC’s website 
www.midtowncdc.org

The banner project is in its 
third year of existence in Dayto-
na.

Celebrating Black history close to home

DUANE C. FERNANDEZ SR./HARDNOTTSPHOTOGRAPHY.COM 

Banners of educators Julia Troutman Cherry and Earl C. McCrary II as well as nurse and community activist 
Daisy Hardy Stocking are now all display in Daytona Beach.
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Low to moderate income families 
in Volusia and Flagler Counties may 
have additional income this year by 
taking advantage of the earned in-
come tax credit - but they may not 
know they’re eligible.

Many taxpayers who are eligible for 
free tax preparation also are eligible 

for the EIC (Earned Income Credit) 
and the CTC (Child Tax Credit). EIC/
CTC are two of the best poverty-re-
duction programs offered by the fed-
eral government. 

The Campaign for Working Families 
provides free income tax preparation 
in Volusia and Flagler Counties year-
ly with the assistance of IRS certified 
volunteers who are trained to identi-
fy taxpayer’s eligibility for federal tax 

credits and to help families with in-
come up to $60,000 file accurate tax 
returns, through its VITA (Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance) program. 

Last year, United Way of Volu-
sia-Flagler Counties’ VITA volun-
teers contributed over 5,500 volun-
teer hours and completed a total of 
$2,682,780 in returns from the 2022 
VITA Tax Season. 

United Way of Volusia-Flagler 
Counties has a total of nine VITA Lo-
cations for the 2023 Tax Season, and 
each location is appointment only. 
You can view the days and times of 
operation and schedule an appoint-
ment now through April 14 at https://
www.unitedwayvfc.org/VITAtax.

Flagler County
• Flagler County Public Library: 

2500 Palm Coast Parkway NW, Palm 
Coast, FL 32137

Volusia County
• Four Towns YMCA: 280 Wolfpack 

Run Deltona, FL 32738
• Bethune Cookman University: 640 

Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune Blvd, Day-
tona Beach, FL 32114

• John H. Dickerson Center: 308 
Dr. Martin Luther King Blvd, Daytona 
Beach, FL 32114

• Grace Episcopal Church: 4110 
S. Ridgewood Ave, Port Orange, FL 
32118

• Stetson University Lynn Busi-
ness Center: 421 N Woodland Blvd, 
DeLand, FL 32723 Room 318

• Dr. Joyce M. Cusack Resource Cen-
ter Spring Hill Neighborhood Associ-
ation, Inc: 489 W Mathis St, DeLand, 
FL, 32720 

• Daytona State College – New 
Smyrna Beach Campus: 941 10th St. 
New Smyrna Beach, FL. 32168 Build-
ing 1 Room 135

• Fifth Third Bank Community 
Room: 1030 W. International Speed-
way Blvd.,Daytona Beach, FL 32114 
Second floor 

For additional information or assis-
tance, visit the website at https://www.
unitedwayvfc.org/VITAtax.

Free tax returns from VITA program 
appointments are now open
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