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BY ARNOLD SANCHEZ
SPECIAL TO THE FLORIDA COURIER

Do you ever feel that between 
shopping lists, seasonal décor 
and packaging, we spend most of 
the holiday season buying, gifting 
and throwing things away? It’s not 
your imagination. 

According to Stanford Univer-
sity, Americans throw away 25% 
more trash from Thanksgiving 
to New Year’s Day, or almost one 
million extra tons of waste every 
week. 

And that’s part of the reason we 
should all consider adding anoth-
er observance to our seasonal tra-
ditions: America Recycles Month, 
which is celebrated in November. 
After all, well-loved, lightly used 

belongings can have a longer lifes-
pan than one home – and no gift 
is too small to change someone’s 
life. 

One great example of that: If 
you’ve ever dropped off a box of 
donations at your local Good-
will, you might have wondered 
what happens to it after you hand 
it over. Where will it go? Who will 
buy it? How much will it sell for, 
and where will that money go? 
In fact, you might be surprised to 
learn just how far your donation 
goes.

Step 1: The drop-off
With holiday dinners and big 

family get-togethers coming up, 
“Meredith” knows it’s time to clear 
out some space around the house. 

She sorts through closets, draw-
ers and the garage to gather a box 
of donations – lightly used clothes, 
some home décor and kids’ toys 
– which she brings to a near-
by Goodwill. It’s a quick trip, and 
she’s finished in the time it takes 
to unload two boxes.

While she may not realize it, her 
donation is already making an im-
pact. Instead of going to a landfill, 
the items will be purchased by lo-
cal buyers – reducing waste and 
offsetting the environmental foot-
print of buying new. In Central 
Florida alone, Goodwill diverts 
more than 20 million pounds of 
waste from landfills every year. 

See GOODWILL, Page 2

From closet to checkout, 
Goodwill can change lives

Donations are accepted at a Goodwill in Central Florida.
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Wildcat Nation shows 
up for Florida Classic

BY ANDREAS BUTLER
DAYTONA TIMES

To say that it was a tough year 
for the Bethune-Cookman Uni-
versity Wildcats football program 
is an understatement.

There were plenty of close loss-
es as well as being displaced for 
about four weeks of the season 
due to a hurricane and tropical 
storm. 

Their season and disappoint-
ments ended with a 41-20 loss to 
their rival Florida A&M University 
Rattlers in the Florida Blue Florida 
Classic at Camping World Stadi-
um in Orlando on Nov. 19.

Through it all, students, alumni, 
fans, family, friends and more still 
came out to support them in their 
biggest outing of the year. 

Still, Wildcat nation members 
love their team and beloved insti-
tution.

Former Bethune-Cookman All 
American (1983) and All MEAC 
first team (1984) hoops legend 
Brenda Brown was hanging out-

side the stadium after the game.
She now lives in Orlando and 

works with the Orange County 
school district.

Brown starred at the school 
played for Alvin Wyatt, Sr. (yes, al-
so the former football coach).  

She was drafted by the Atlanta 
Comets of the Women’s American 

FUTURES sponsors 
35th annual Tomorrow’s 
Leaders Program

SPECIAL TO THE DAYTONA TIMES 

FUTURES Foundation for Volusia County 
Schools is proud to announce the selection of 40 
high school juniors to participate in the Tomor-
row’s Leaders Program. This year marks 35 years 
of this program which develops young leaders for 
our community. 

The students, representing all 10 public high 
schools, recently attended an orientation session. 

During the next six months, students will par-
ticipate in five seminars designed to familiarize 
them with different aspects and services in Volu-
sia County and to develop leadership skills.

 The program includes lectures, presentations, 
discussions and physical tours of various busi-
nesses and governmental facilities. Seminar sub-
jects will include: the arts; criminal justice and 
court system; economic development; manufac-
turing; educational and governmental systems; 
leadership, diversity, and ethics; sports market-
ing; healthcare; and social services. 

Tour sites 
Hosts and tour sites include the Atlantic Cen-

ter for the Arts, Boston Whaler, Daytona Tortu-
gas at Jackie Robinson Ballpark, Daytona Interna-

The 2022 
Tomor-
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Gas prices dropped 
as Floridians 
hit the road for 
Thanksgiving
BY JIM TURNER 
NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

Gasoline prices have dropped as Florida mo-
torists hit the road for one of the busiest travel 
periods of the year.

More than 2.9 million Floridians were forecast 
to drive or fly more than 50 miles for the Thanks-
giving holiday, according to the AAA auto club.

AAA said the average price of a gallon of regu-
lar unleaded gasoline Monday was $3.46.

That price was even with the all-time Florida 
Thanksgiving high in 2013 and 10 cents a gallon 
higher than last year.

But AAA spokesman Mark Jenkins said the av-
erage pump price dropped by about a dime over 
the past week and is expected to continue to de-
cline.

“Prices at the pump are likely to drop through 
the holiday weekend. Gas prices could ultimate-
ly fall 20 to 30 cents per gallon,” Jenkins said in a 
prepared statement Monday. “The downturn is 
being driven by strong refinery output, which led 
to a big gain in gasoline supplies.”

Orlando is top destination
Meanwhile, the number of people planning to 

travel more than 50 miles for the holiday is high-
er than in 2019, before the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic, according to AAA.

AAA said Orlando is the top Thanksgiving trav-
el destination nationally, based on hotel book-
ings, followed by Anaheim, Calif., Las Vegas, New 
York City and Atlanta.

Of the Floridians expected to travel more than 
50 miles, about 2.7 million will drive.

Florida’s average gas price hit an all-time high 
of $4.89 on June 13 but steadily declined through 
the summer. The price temporarily dipped again 
in October, when the state held a tax “holiday” 
that suspended gas-tax collections.

Fuel-savings app GasBuddy said that while the 
number of Americans traveling during the holi-
day will be up nearly 20 percent from 2021, just 
over 20 percent won’t take to the roads because 
of high fuel prices.

But AAA expects Floridians to try to offset high 
gas prices by looking for discounts on rooms and 
food.

“Higher gas prices don’t seem to be enough 

See LEADERS, Page 2

See B-CU, Page 2

KIM GIBSON/DAYTONA TIMES

“The Fabulous Five Horsemen”, B-CU’s Marching Wildcats drum majors get down while performing during this year’s Florida Classic. 
The Marching Wildcats no doubt put on a show.

They ride with B-CU, win or lose

See GAS, Page 2


