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The Dr. Joyce M. Cusack Resource Center is located at 489 West Mathis St. in DeLand.

Event to include grand 
opening of Dr. Joyce M. 

Cusack Resource Center

BY ANDREAS BUTLER
DAYTONA TIMES

On Sept. 11, the 19th Annual Spring Hill 
T.U.R.N. takes place in DeLand.

T.U.R.N. stands for To Unite, Rebuild, 
and Network.

This year, there will be two events, in-
cluding a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the 
Dr. Joyce M. Cusack Resource Center fol-
lowed by a festival in Spring Hill Park.

The events are being put on by the 
Spring Hill Neighborhood Association, an 
organization aimed at improving the lives 
of the people in Spring Hill, a historical-
ly African American community on the 
westside of DeLand.

“We just combined the events. We’ve 
held off for a while but once we got the 
OK from Dr. Cusack, we went ahead,” said 
Shilretha Dixon, executive director of the 

Joyce Cusack Resource 
Center, a member of the 
Spring Hill Neighborhood 
Association and the co-
ordinator for the T.U.R.N 
Festival.

The kickoff
Events kick off with a 

ribbon cutting ceremony 
at the Dr. Joyce M. Cusack 
Resource Center at 489 

West Mathis St. in DeLand at 11 a.m. 
It will be held in the parking lot of the 

front entrance. There will also be light re-
freshments following the ceremony.

“This building is a beacon of hope for so 
many. So many have dealt with challeng-
es – whether it was COVID, homelessness, 
loneliness or needing a hand up for other 
reasons,” said Dixon.

The Dr. Joyce M. Cusack Center is a-new 
building equipped with a kitchen, three 
office spaces, multi-purpose room, lobby 
and receptionist area.

The center helps residents with job 

search, resume, unemployment, supple-
mental nutritional assistance program 
(SNAP), notary, social security, school 
supplies, Medicaid, computer access ser-
vices and more.

Formerly in trailer
Formerly the Spring Hill Resource Cen-

ter, which was housed in a trailer, the cen-
ter is now named after Dr. Joyce M. Cu-
sack, a former Florida State representative 
who served four terms.

Cusack also served on the Volusia 
County Council and was a civil rights ac-
tivist, having participated in sit-ins at seg-
regated apartment stores in DeLand.

“It’s the county and city coming togeth-
er to help the community and make this 
new building happen,” said Dixon.

“It’s important. It’s a milestone for the 
community to celebrate, commemo-
rate and have a ribbon cutting. It’s tru-
ly a blessing to move from there to here,’’ 
Dixon stated, reflecting on how the center 

‘A beacon of hope’ in Spring Hill

A worker 
prepares to 
administer 
a resident a 
COVID-19 
test at the 
Midtown 
Cultural & 
Educational 
Center in 
Daytona 
Beach on 
Sept. 8.
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Central Florida residents 
are helping the country’s 

earthquake victims through a 
relief effort they created.

BY ANDREAS BUTLER
DAYTONA TIMES

Last month, Haiti was devasted with a 7.2 
magnitude earthquake near the port city of Les 
Cayes and nearby Jeremie.

Haiti is the poorest country in the western 
hemisphere and one of the poorest on earth. 
Many of its people struggle with life’s basic ne-
cessities. Those affected by the quake are suf-
fering even more. 

Two Central Florida residents are doing 
something to help.  

Stephan Elmera of Winter Haven and Octa-
via Mulberry of Daytona Beach have created “A 

Helping Hand for Haiti,” a relief 
effort to help those affected by 
the earthquake.

Elmera, who was adopted 
by a couple in Haiti when he 
was a baby, lived in Haiti from 
2002 to 2010. He still has family 
members there, including his 
father who runs the nonprofit 
Hope for Haitian Children. 

Elmera’s stepmother, Lon-
aze Elmera, also has relatives 

in Haiti, some who died from the earthquake.
“The first thing that I thought of was that we 

had to do something. So I called Octavia and 
told her what I wanted to do,” Elmera, a ware-
house worker, told the Daytona Times. “I was 
in [an earthquake] before. I lived it and I know 
how the people are living now. There is no 
food, shelter, water or electricity. You lose ev-

A Helping Hand for Haiti

See HAITI, Page 2

Volusia County Government in partner-
ship with the Florida Department of Health 
in Volusia County and city partners have 
contracted with private companies to open 
two testing sites within the county.

Curative, Inc. opened a testing site on Sept. 
3 at the Midtown Cultural and Educational 
Center, 925 George W. Engram Blvd., Dayto-
na Beach. 

The mobile site will operate from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through Friday and is able to 
accommodate up to 600 tests per day. Ap-
pointments are recommended and can be 
made at curative.com or 888-702-9042; walk-
ups will be accommodated.

The site will operate as an outdoor, walk-up 
site. Curative will have trained workers on-site 

observing and directing patients to complete 
a self-collected, shallow nasal PCR test. The 
test is available for symptomatic and asymp-
tomatic people ages one year and older.

Patients can expect results within 48 hours 
upon receipt at the lab. There is no charge 
for the test, but patients will be asked for 
health insurance information. Patients with-
out health insurance will not be turned away. 
Testing will be offered as long as demand 
warrants.

Deltona site
Nomi Heath will open a testing site 

Wednesday, Sept. 8 at Dewey O. Boster Park, 

See TESTING, Page 2

More COVID-19 testing sites open in Volusia

Local events 
planned to 
observe 20th 
anniversary of 
9/11 attack
BY ANDREAS BUTLER
DAYTONA TIMES

The Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist at-
tacks will forever be in the hearts 
and minds of Americans.

On that day, more than 3,000 
Americans lost their lives when 
two planes crashed into the 
World Trade Center in New York 
City, bringing down the twin 
towers. 

A third plane struck the Pen-
tagon, and another crashed in 
a field outside of Shanksville, 
Pennsylvania.

The U.S. responded with wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, along 
with heightened security and 
surveillance on its citizens and 
enemies across the globe.

The goal was to find Osama bin 
Laden and destroy his al-Qaida 
organization, which was respon-
sible for the attacks. 

Bin Laden was killed in Paki-
stan in 2011 by U.S. Navy Seals.

As Americans remember the 
tragic events, there are plenty of 
events to commemorate the vic-
tims all across the nation and lo-
cally. 

Local events
A 20th anniversary 9/11 cere-

mony will be held at the Daytona 
Beach Fire Department Station 
#1, 301 South Beach St. The event 
will be held from 9 a.m. to noon.

“This is an important day to 
us all, especially those in the 
fire services as we honor not on-
ly firefighters but all the first re-
sponders and people who lost 
their lives during that tragic day,” 
said Sasha Stanton, spokesper-
son for the Daytona Beach Fire 
Department.
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This is one of the many buildings that was damaged during the Aug. 14 
earthquake in Les Cayes, Haiti.


