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On Tuesday, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) eased mask guidelines for 
those vaccinated with the corona-
virus vaccine.

Those vaccinated are now no 
longer required to wear masks 
when doing the following:

• Walking, running, hiking or 
biking outdoors alone or with 
members of their household.

• Attending small outdoor gath-
erings with fully vaccinated family 
and friends.

• Attending small outdoor gath-
erings with a mixture of fully vac-
cinated and unvaccinated people.

• Dining at outdoor restaurants 
with friends from multiple house-
holds.

Vaccinated individuals now 

only must wear masks while at-
tending large gatherings such as 
concerts, sporting events and pa-
rades.

The CDC still requires those 
who are not vaccinated to wear 
masks out in public.

On Tuesday, Florida Gov. Ron 
DeSantis extended the state of 
emergency for the coronavirus 
pandemic for another 60 days. 
The state of emergency, which 
was set to expire on Tuesday, was 
originally declared on March 9.

What the order means
The expansion of the state of 

emergency expands the gover-
nor’s powers to deal with the coro-
navirus pandemic, including de-
ployment of the National Guard if 
deemed necessary. 

The executive order states, “The 
impact of COVID-19 poses a con-

tinuing threat to the health, safety 
and welfare of the state of Florida 
and its residents.” 

As more people get vaccinated, 
there is a shift in how the vaccine 
is being administered.

The Florida Department of 
Health in Volusia County has 
teamed up with the Volusia Coun-
ty Government to administer the 
vaccine at sites across the county.

Where to get vaccine
Vaccinations will end at the 

Volusia County Fairgrounds at 
3150 E. New York, Ave., DeLand, 
on April 30.

Over a three-month period, the 
site administered 74,000 doses of 
the vaccine.

“Vaccine supply is now meeting 
demand and vaccines are avail-
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The Florida House on Wednesday gave 
final approval to a bill that would regulate 
the sale of electronic cigarettes and raise 
the state’s legal age to use tobacco and vap-
ing products from 18 to 21. 

House members voted 103-13 to approve 
the bill (SB 1080), which passed the Senate 

on Monday. It is now ready to go to Gov. Ron 
DeSantis. House sponsor Jackie Toledo, R-
Tampa, said the bill is aimed at preventing 
minors from using electronic cigarettes. 

“This bill is necessary to stop youth vap-
ing,” Toledo said. 

But the bill has drawn opposition from 
some prominent health groups, at least in 
part because it would prevent local regula-
tions on such things as the marketing and 
sale of tobacco and vaping products.

 “Years of continued inaction by the state 
to regulate tobacco products, including e-
cigarettes, demands strong, local laws that 
truly protect our children from a lifetime of 
addiction,” the American Cancer Society 
Cancer Action Network said in a statement 
this week. 

“Florida kids deserve effective protec-
tions, not to be left even more vulnerable 
to the industry and its predatory practices. 
And our localities have the right, freedom 
and responsibility to protect them, espe-
cially when the state won’t.” 

The bill would raise the state’s legal age to 
smoke and vape to 21, a threshold already 
established in federal law. It also would cre-
ate a state regulatory framework for the sale 
of electronic cigarettes. 

Supporters have said “preemption” of lo-
cal regulations is needed, at least in part, 
because retailers could have multiple stores 
in different areas, which would make it hard 
to follow varying regulations and do busi-
ness.

Ministry hosts outreach event at park

Kingdom Community Outreach Ministry held its first 
community event on April 24 at Daisy Stocking Park in 
Daytona Beach. Vendors shared criminal justice, edu-
cation, health, employment and voter registration in-
formation. Attendees included Daytona Beach Police 
Chief Jakari Young and other local officials. The event 

included entertainment for youth as well as music.
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TALLAHASSEE – With a key law-
maker saying he recognizes that 
vaccine hesitancy is “real and un-
derstandable,” the Florida House 
on Wednesday approved a measure 
that would limit local emergency 
orders and make permanent Gov. 
Ron DeSantis’ executive order bar-
ring COVID-19 vaccine “passports.”

The House voted 76-40 to ap-
prove the proposal (SB 2006), 
which Pandemics & Public Emer-
gencies Committee Chairman Tom 
Leek, R-Ormond Beach, said would 
prepare Florida for the next public-
health emergency while striking a 
“delicate balance between protect-
ing people and protecting people’s 
civil liberties.”

“We have vaccines, through some 
miracle of science, that work. We al-
so must recognize that COVID-19 
vaccines don’t have the same prov-
en history as the same vaccines we 
require our schoolchildren to get,” 
Leek said.

 “We must recognize that vaccine 
hesitancy is real and understand-
able. Don’t get me wrong. For all of 
you in this room, for all of you who 
are listening out there, get vaccinat-
ed. Please get vaccinated. Let’s re-
turn to normal. But recognize that it 
is fair for a certain segment  of our 
community to be hesitant about 
getting the vaccine.”

Dems weigh in
Democrats countered that the 

measure would delay Florida’s abil-
ity to return to normalcy during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. COVID-19 
passports could be used to show 
people have been vaccinated be-
fore entering places such as busi-
nesses or schools.

“I don’t know many people who 
are going to get on a cruise if they 
don’t have the security of knowing 
that the other people on that cruise 
with them, in that close environ-
ment with them, have also been 
vaccinated,” Rep. Omari Hardy, D-
West Palm Beach, said.

“If you care about our business 
community as certain elected offi-
cials in this state say that they do,” 
Hardy continued, “if you care about 
keeping Florida open, and making 
sure that we’re not losing jobs due 
to the pandemic, why would you 
prevent people from enacting pol-
icies that give their customers the 
assurance, the confidence that they 
can walk into a business, and that 
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The Islamic Center of Daytona Beach has been the site of many 
community events in the past. It will host a vaccine event on 
Friday.

Vaping bill that  
raises legal age 
headed to governor


