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Malachie Besilien, a senior at Bethune-Cook-
man University, was in good spirits on Saturday. 
It was homecoming. She was surrounded by her 
fellow Wildcats and tailgating with her sisters 

with Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority.
Throughout the weekend, and especially on 

game day, there were plenty of people decked 
out in their maroon and gold. Homecoming is 
for everybody associated with the school, while 
students attend the majority of the festivities.

Weeklong activities included a cookout/pep 
rally, Greek step show, parade, tailgating, foot-
ball game and gospel explosion.

 “This is only my second homecoming that I 
actually experienced. When I was a freshman, I 
didn’t really go out to any events,” Besilien told 
the Daytona Times. “It’s great to experience. I 
am also Greek now [a sorority member]and I get 
to experience it at the fullest now.”

See HOMECOMING, Page 2

Homecoming is a 
big family affair for 
‘Wildcat Nation’ 

ELEMENTS  
OF THE STATUE

Master sculptor Nilda 
Comas secured the larg-
est (and last) piece of stat-
uary marble from the Ital-
ian Alps and the quar-
ries above Pietrasanta, It-
aly. The block of statuario 
marble was carved from 
Michelangelo’s cave and 
weighed 11,500 tons. Ac-
cording to the artist, stat-
uario marble is the finest 
marble in the world.

At the base of the pedes-
tal, along with the promi-
nent, capitalized letters of 
her home state, her name, 
and the dates of her birth 
and death, there will be 
an inscription memorial-
izing one of Dr. Bethune’s 
most famous quotes – “In-
vest in the human soul. 
Who knows, it may be a di-
amond in the rough.’’

Cap and gown
Dr. Bethune has been 

fashioned in a stately cap 
and gown symbolizing her 
lifelong commitment to 
education.

Black rose
The black rose symbol-

izes Dr. Mary McLeod Bet-
hune’s belief that “loving 
thy neighbor” means inter-
racial, inter-religious and 
international brotherhood 
and her facial expression 
captures her determined 
yet gentle demeanor. Al-
though there is no species 
of flower called a “black 
rose,” Dr. Bethune was cap-

The Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune 
statue is unveiled, and her 

legacy is celebrated.
BY ANDREAS BUTLER
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Nilda Comas beamed as hundreds of people from 
near and far gazed up at her masterpiece. The mas-
ter sculptor’s work was complete. 

The creation of the Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune Stat-
ue she created in Pietrasanta, Italy was on display in 
Daytona Beach, a temporary but important stop on 
its way to its permanent destination. Dr. Bethune will 
be the first Black American to represent any state in 
National Statuary Hall in the U.S. Capitol.

On Monday, the 11-foot marble statue of Dr. Bet-
hune was unveiled during a ceremony at the News-
Journal Center, where it will be on exhibit until Dec. 12.

“It’s such an honor to be here. I am so impressed 
with your love for her. I love this lady. She captured 
my heart and inspired me. I’m glad you’re all here 
to share this great moment,” Comas told the crowd 
who attended the unveiling.

Dr. Bethune, the renowned founder of Bethune-
Cookman University, was and remains a national 
treasure. She also was a philanthropist, civil rights 
activist and humanitarian.

Open to the public
For the next two months, the public can see the 

statue and learn about her life of Dr. Bethune. The 
exhibit hours are Sunday through Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the News-Journal Center, 221 N. 
Beach St. Admission is free. Reserve tickets online at 
mmbstatue.org.

See STATUE, Page 5

AT THE UNVEILING

Far left: Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune 
Statuary Fund Chair Nancy Lohman 
(left) introduces master sculptor 
Nilda Comas during the ceremony at 
the News-Journal Center on Monday.

Left: The Bethune-Cookman  
University Gospel Chorale performs.
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B-CU 
fans wait 
for the 
parade 
to pass 
by on 
Saturday 
morning.
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