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JEFFERSON — Calling him “a col-
league, mentor and friend,” Jefferson 
Mayor Dale Oppermann paid homage this 
week to former burgermeister Bill Bran-
del, who died Saturday after a long battle 
with cancer.

“Bill was a valued public servant, who 
taught me how to deal with the public and 
address their needs,” Oppermann said. “He 
taught me a lot of life lessons and he lived 
a life of service to others.”

Oppermann said Brandel and his wife 
of more than 50 years, Carol, enjoyed trav-
eling to places around the country that had 
historical significance, in part, because 
Brandel was a former history teacher at 
Jefferson High School.

“Anybody who went through Jefferson 
High School had a class with Bill at one 
time or another,” Oppermann said, adding 
Brandel’s tenure as a teacher at the institu-
tion of learning spanned several decades, 
beginning in the 1970s.

“Bill was a teacher and public servant 
who epitomized the can-do spirit,” his 

obituary said, adding Brandel took great 

pride in teaching world geography, inter-

national relations, U.S. and world history, 

economics, sociology and leadership for 35 

years at Jefferson High School, retiring in 

2006.

Brandel had graduated from the Uni-

versity of Wisconsin-Whitewater in 1970, 

with a bachelor’s degree, with honors, in 
broad field social studies and English edu-
cation. He eventually received his master’s 
degree in 1992.

Brandel also taught economics to 
adult students at Madison Area Techni-
cal College in Fort Atkinson and Water-
town.

Brandel was a classic movie buff and 
his family said he was a born singer, story 
teller and go-getter, having come into the 
world on Nov. 18, 1948, the son of Judge 
Jacob William and Ione Brandel. He grew 
up in Jefferson.

“Bill loved Jefferson and devoted most 
of his life to the city,” his obit read, adding 
that, among many other organizations, 
he was a founding member and director 
of Gemuetlichkeit Days Inc. in 1971. He 
joined the Jefferson Kiwanis Club and 
was club president for three terms, later 
secretary. He was president of Green-
wood Cemetery’s leadership for 37 years.

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — The for-
mer Wisconsin Supreme Court jus-
tice hired to investigate President 
Joe Biden’s victory in the battle-
ground state testified Thursday 
that he routinely deleted records, 
and deactivated a personal email 
account, even after receiving open 
records requests.

Michael Gableman testified in 
a court hearing about whether the 
person who hired him, Republi-
can Assembly Speaker Robin Vos, 
should face penalties after earlier 
being found in contempt for how he 
handled the records requests from 
American Oversight.

Dane County Circuit Judge Val-
erie Bailey-Rihn decided against 
penalizing Vos for contemp, but 
said she would determine later 
whether to penalize Vos for how he 
handled open records requests. She 
set a hearing for July 28.

Bailey-Rihn said that Gableman 
gave often conflicting testimony, but 
it was clear that he had destroyed 
records “that were contrary to what 
fits into the scheme of things.”

Vos hired Gableman a year 
ago, under pressure from Donald 
Trump, to investigate the former 
president’s loss to Biden by just 
under 21,000 votes in Wisconsin. 
The investigation has cost taxpay-
ers about $900,000 so far. Biden’s 
victory has survived two recounts, 
multiple lawsuits, a nonpartisan 
audit and a review by a conserva-
tive law firm.

Gableman has issued two 
interim reports, but his work has 
faced a barrage of bipartisan criti-
cism. Vos put his work on hold this 
spring pending the outcome of law-
suits challenging his ability to sub-
poena elected officials and others 
who worked on elections.

Gableman testified Thursday 
that he did early work on the inves-
tigation at a Milwaukee-area library 
and used his personal email account. 
Gableman said he did not retain the 
notes he took during meetings he 
attended, including one in August 
in South Dakota hosted by MyPil-
low founder Mike Lindell. He also 
testified that he deleted records if 
there was no pending open records 
request and he determined it was 
not useful or pertinent to his work.

By Jessica Gresko  

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— In a major expan-
sion of gun rights after a 
series of mass shootings, 
the Supreme Court said 
Thursday that Americans 
have a right to carry fire-
arms in public for self-de-
fense, a ruling likely to 
lead to more people legally 

armed. The decision came 
out as Congress and states 
debate gun-control legis-
lation.

About one-quarter 
of the U.S. population 
lives in states expected 
to be affected by the rul-
ing, which struck down 
a New York gun law. The 
high court’s first major 
gun decision in more 
than a decade split the 
court 6-3, with the court’s 

conservatives in the 
majority and liberals in 
dissent.

Across the street from 
the court, lawmakers at 
the Capitol sped toward 
passage of gun legisla-
tion prompted by recent 
massacres in Texas,New 
York and California. Sen-
ators cleared the way for 
the measure, modest in 
scope but still the most 
far-reaching in decades.

Also Thursday, under-

scoring the nation’s deep 

divisions over the issue, 

the sister of a 9-year-old 

girl killed in the school 

shooting in Uvalde, 

Texas, pleaded with state 

lawmakers to pass gun 

legislation. The Repub-

lican-controlled legisla-

ture has stripped away 

gun restrictions over the 

past decade.

President Joe Biden 

said in a statement he was 

“deeply disappointed” by 

the Supreme Court rul-

ing. It “contradicts both 

common sense and the 

Constitution, and should 

deeply trouble us all,” he 

said.

Former Mayor Bill Brandel mourned

Steve Sharp
Bill Brandel, left, toured the former Schweiger Furniture facility in downtown Jefferson in Feb-
ruary of 2020 with Jefferson Mayor Dale Oppermann.
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The Jefferson County Highway Department was found Wednesday working on 
County Highway A, south of US Highway 18 and north of US Highway 12. More work 
is scheduled to follow on the same road from Highway 18 to Crossman Road next 
week. The work Wednesday included resurfacing. According to Jefferson County 
Highway Department Commissioner Bill Kern, some culverts will be replaced, fol-
lowed by the mill and overlay of existing, deteriorated asphalt pavement.
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