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JEFFERSON — Billed as 
Jefferson’s biggest secret, 
the identity of the new Gem-
uetlichkeit Days king and 
queen for 2022 at last will be 
unveiled Saturday night at the 
Gemuetlichkeit May Ball.

A night of German music, 
costume, dance and tradition, 
the May Ball has served for 
50 years to kick off the Gem-
uetlichkeit season, which cul-
minates with the three-day 
Gemuetlichkeit Days festival 
in September.

It also serves as the com-
munity’s introduction to the 
new Gemuetlichkeit king and 
queen, whose identity has 
been closely guarded by the 
selection committee for the 
past few months.

The Gemuetlichkeit Ger-
man heritage organization 
puts out the call of royal can-
didates in January, when com-
munity members are invited 
to nominate a couple which 
exemplifi es the Gemuetlich-
keit culture of good friends, 

good cheer and good times, 
and who can serve as commu-
nity ambassadors, promoting 
the fall festival and Jefferson 
in general.

Selecting the top couple 
from the pool of candidates is 
the selection committee, com-
prised of the past three royal 
couples.

After months of clandestine 

planning and furtive field 
trips, the new king and queen 
fi nally emerge into the pub-
lic eye on the evening of May 
Ball, when they’re greeted by a 
sea of family members, friends 
and community members.

That’s also when the current 
king and queen, Jeff and Deb-
bie Hans, will fi nish their reign, 
doing the honors of introducing 

the new royals with a series of 
ever-more-specifi c clues.

Saturday’s May Ball, which 
will take place Saturday eve-
ning at the Fairview Sports Bar 
and Grill in Jefferson, marks a 
return to the normal rhythm 
for the Gemuetlichkeit Days 
organization.

The Fort Atkinson Club Com-
munity Center continues with 
its schedule of the two fi nal FAC-
Talks, its free seminar series for 
this Spring.

The Fort Atkinson Club is a ren-
ovated, historic building on the 
Rock River at 211 S. Water St. E. in 
downtown Fort Atkinson.

The next talk, “Paean to Place,” 
will be held May 11 in the the-
ater, which is on the top level of 
the building. There is an at-grade 
entrance, and an elevator. Street 
parking is available.

Talks begin at 7 p.m. and run for 
about 45 minutes, followed by a 
Q&A. The Fort Atkinson Club FAC-
Talks always are free and the pub-
lic is invited to attend. These talks 
are geared toward residents of 
Southeastern Wisconsin, and any-
one interested in lifelong learning.

The fi fth and fi nal talk, ”And the 
People Stayed Home” will be May 
25, via Zoom at the following link: 
https://www.fortatkinsonclub.
org/factalks/

“I am so pleased to be able to 
welcome noteworthy people in 
our immediate area this Spring,” 
said Jill Kessenich, FAC direc-
tor. “We have Kitty O’Meara, an 
award-winning poet and author 
from the Lake Mills and Jefferson 
area, and two others, speaking on 
artworks inspired by Lorine Nied-
ecker. All cultivate creativity, in dif-
ferent ways.”

Upcoming speakers
The following are the fi nal two 

topics and three speakers.
• Wednesday, May 11: Paean to 

Place: How the poetry of Lorine 
Niedecker inspired local, public 
artworks — Ann Engelman and 
Amy Lutzke.

Ann Engelman learned about 
Lorine Niedecker when she went 
to get a library card after moving 
to Fort Atkinson in 2001. Ann has 
been a friend ever since, creat-
ing opportunities for others to be 
captured by Lorine’s poems about 
her “place” on Blackhawk Island 
along the Rock River.

Ann and Amy Lutzke created 
the Friends of Lorine Niedecker 
in 2004 hosting poetry festivals, 
visitors curious about Lorine, 
and public art installations. The 
poetry walls in Fort Atkinson have 
created publicity, selfi e opportu-
nities and an invitation to absorb 
lines of poetry into our own lives.
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JEFFERSON — Stu-
dents at Jefferson Middle 
School will get twice the 
math as this year’s stu-
dents, as the School Dis-
trict of Jefferson rolls out 
a middle school schedule 
restructuring.

This change and oth-
ers come in response to 
pandemic learning loss 
and changing student 
needs, with the idea of 

better positioning the 
school to meet standard-
ized learning goals.

Mike Matteson, Jeffer-
son Middle School prin-
cipal, said the process 
has been under study 
for some time, including 
under the prior principal 
and the previous superin-
tendent.

The core justifica-
tions for the restructur-
ing include the following:

The schedule as cur-
rently laid out provides 

insuffi cient instructional 
minutes to meet curricu-
lar standards in the core 
subjects.

The school needs to 
align classes with the dis-
trict strategic plan and 

the priorities it lays out.
The school needs 

to respond to current 
achievement and growth 
data in math.

The school needs to 
align its requirements to 
assure compliance with 
Wisconsin Department 
of Public Instruction 
expectations.

Among the other 
changes, Matteson said 
that students’ gym sched-
ules also will change, 
with phy ed offered on a 

regular basis as opposed 
to having students in gym 
for a full quarter and then 
having a quarter off, as the 
current schedule dictates.

Matteson noted that 
the Jefferson Middle 
School schedule has been 
totally restructured a few 
times and tweaked sev-
eral other times to meet 
new mandates or address 
the needs of incoming 
students.

Jefferson pedestrian bridge decor on order
By Steve Sharp

Adams Publishing Group

JEFFERSON — As part of 
its quickly progressing down-
town renovations, the Jeffer-
son Common Council agreed 
this week that City Admin-
istrator Tim Freitag should 
order the materials for the 
Milwaukee Street Pedestrian 
Bridge lighting project.

The components for this 

portion of the project will 
come at a cost of $39,059.

“We are happy to be able to 
move forward with the proj-
ect to put programmable col-
ored fl oodlights on the Mil-
waukee Street Pedestrian 
Bridge,” Jefferson Mayor Dale 
Oppermann said. “We believe 
that this will be a welcome 
attraction in the downtown 
area and something that is 
unique in a community the 
size of Jefferson.”

The project, when fin-
ished, is expected to resem-
ble the larger project that 
recently was undertaken on 
the Hoan Bridge, located just 
south of downtown Milwau-
kee, on that city’s lakefront.

“We encourage anyone 
interested in donating to 
help fund this to express 
their interest either at Jef-
ferson City Hall or to the Jef-
ferson Community Founda-
tion, where a fund has been 

established to collect dona-
tions,” Oppermann said.

That fund presently is at 
approximately $35,000 with 
an ultimate goal of $75,000 to 
light the bridge. Oppermann 
said the city is placing a pur-
chase order for the lighting 
equipment soon and fully 
expects it will be able to cover 
the remaining costs through 
pending donations.

Contributed

Following the Jefferson Common Council’s approval of the spending this week, the Milwaukee Street Pedestrian Bridge in downtown 
Jefferson will see decorative lights added later this year.

Jefferson Middle School restructuring set for next year

New royals to be crowned 
at May Ball on Saturday

Event is a night 
of German music, 

costume, dance 
and tradition

Pam Chickering Wilson
Jeff and Debbie Hans, 2021 Gemuetlichkeit Days royals, shown here at Gemuetlichkeit Days last Septem-
ber, will step back to the position of past royals after the coronation of the new G-Days king and queen at 
May Ball Saturday night.
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