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A
fter five years, the wait is 
over.

For fans, players and 
coaches, playoff football 
is back in Fort Atkinson.

“It’s definitely exciting and you 
could feel the buzz at school today,” 
said Fort Atkinson football coach Nick 
Nelson. “Realistically, we’re treating 
it just like any other game. I talked 
to our captains this afternoon. Evan 
Dudzek said ‘there is no next week 
and no point in looking ahead. Let’s 

focus on New Berlin Eisenhower.’ We 
will continue to focus on getting our-
selves better and prepared.”

The Blackhawks find themselves 
back in the postseason on Friday, hav-
ing had one of their most successful 
seasons in the last two decades cap-
turing their first conference title since 
2003.

Now, they face their next challenge 
— a New Berlin Eisenhower team that 
likes to run the ball.

This has been a year of change for 
the Blackhawks. After going 1,268 
days between victories that went 
back to the 2017 season, the program 

finished a shortened spring season 
with a winning record.

And when the regular season 
started in August, the stunning games 
included beating an undefeated Bara-
boo team and a game where a Hail 
Mary pass actually happened for a 
victory.

Fort Atkinson’s football team is 
the No. 2 seed in its WIAA Division 
3 bracket and will host No. 7-seeded 
New Berlin Eisenhower in Level 1 on 
Friday at 7 p.m. at Jones Dairy Farm 
Stadium.

After many years of not winning a game, 
the Blackhawks are back in the playoffs

Nate Gilbert
Fort Atkinson senior quarterback Noah Maier throws a 44-yard touchdown in the fourth quarter of last Friday’s Badger Small game 
at Monona Grove. Senior running back Alec Courtier (45) and junior offensive lineman Patrick Keelty (60) also are pictured. The 
Blackhawks are the No. 2 seed in their WIAA Division 3 playoff bracket and host seventh-seeded New Berlin Eisenhower on Friday 
at 7 p.m. in a Level 1 game at Jones Dairy Farm Stadium.
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The Fort Atkinson City Council voted 
unanimously Tuesday to establish wards in 
the city, based on 2020 census data.

The council’s action — taken upon staff 
recommendation — signals approval of the 
ward map and allows Jefferson County to 
move forward on its timeline with a public 
hearing for the County Supervisory District 
map on Nov. 3.

In a related move, council members also 
performed a first reading of a measure to 
repeal and recreate a section of the City of 
Fort Atkinson municipal code relating to 
voting wards and boundaries.

City Manager Rebecca Houseman LeMire 
was directed to prepare the ordinance for a 
second reading at the council’s Nov. 2 meet-
ing.

The city’s current wards and boundaries 
are outlined in the city’s code. The existing 
ordinance must be repealed and recreated 
to reflect changes in the ward map that was 
adopted.

The condensed time-frame for redistrict-
ing does not allow for the city’s process of 
offering two to three readings of the ordi-
nance before adoption.

Michelle Ebbert, city clerk/treasurer/
finance director, said that, as mandated by 
the U.S. Constitution, the U.S. census only 
gets once chance, every 10 years, to count 
every resident in the United States. The 2020 
Census, she said, marked the 24th count of 
the U.S. population and the first time that 
households were invited to respond to the 
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MADISON — The Wisconsin Senate on 
Wednesday approved a package of Repub-
lican-authored bills designed to discourage 
abortion in the state.

Republicans control the Senate and 
passed all four bills without any votes from 
a single Democrat.

The measures now go to the Assembly but 
they appear doomed. Republicans passed 
the proposals last legislative session only to 
see Democratic Gov. Tony Evers veto them. 
Evers is almost certain to veto any abortion 
restrictions that reach his desk this session 
and the GOP doesn’t have enough votes to 
override him.

Senate Democrats warned Republicans 
during debate that none of the bills would 
become law. They decried the proposals 
as nothing more than a cynical attempt to 
energize the conservative base heading into 
the 2022 elections.

“We’re just interested in making abor-
tion as difficult, as dangerous, as onerous as 
possible,” said Democratic state Sen. Kelda 
Roys, a former executive director of NARAL 
Pro-Choice Wisconsin, a group that advo-
cates for access to abortions. “Thank you for 
giving (Evers) the opportunity to once again 
show he’s on the side of the people.”

One proposal would defund abortion 
providers by prohibiting them from partic-
ipating in Medicaid except in cases of sex-
ual assault or incest or if the woman’s life 
is in danger.
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WASHINGTON — Children ages 5 
to 11 will soon be able to get a COVID-
19 shot at their pediatrician’s office, 
local pharmacy and potentially even 
their school, the White House said 
Wednesday as it detailed plans for the 
expected authorization of the Pfizer 
shot for elementary school youngsters 
in a matter of weeks.

Federal regulators will meet over 
the next two weeks to weigh the safety 
and effectiveness of giving low-dose 
shots to the roughly 28 million chil-
dren in that age group.

Within hours of formal approval, 
which is expected after the Food and 
Drug Administration signs off and a 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention advisory panel meets on Nov. 
2-3, millions of doses will begin going 
out to providers across the country, 
along with the smaller needles needed 

for injecting young children.
Within days of that, the vaccine 

will be ready to go into arms on a wide 
scale.

“We’re completing the operational 
planning to ensure vaccinations for 

White House details plans to vaccinate children

The pharmaceuticals Pfizer and BioNTech say they have requested that their coro-
navirus vaccine be licensed for children aged 5 to 11 across the European Union. If 
authorized, it would be the first opportunity for younger children in Europe to be get 
immunized against COVID-19. 
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