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D
ave Malkow looked forward to spending a 
May 2018 weekend in the swimming pool 
with his wife Jill and four boys. � e perfect 

weather made it an ideal time to enjoy the outdoors.
� at all changed after he received the 

shocking news that he had been diagnosed 
with cancer of the esophagus. 

“I was diagnosed on a Friday,” said 
Malkow, the 54-year-old president and CEO 
of Perfusion Solution Inc. in Beloit, which 
specializes in medical staffi  ng, equipment 
and other services needed by hospitals. “� at 
weekend was very tough for me. I made the 
mistake of looking online. No one should ever 
look online about their disease. It’s just dismal 
when you read some of the prognoses. It’s 
very defeating.”

Living day to day
Malkow had a long history of acid refl ux 

and heartburn that he treated with antacids. 
During a colonoscopy, medical staff  examined 
his upper gastrointestinal tract and removed 
some tissue from his esophagus. � e sample 
proved to be cancerous. 

“I had no symptoms at all,” Malkow said. 
“No hint there was anything going on down 
there.” 

He underwent body scans to determine if 
the cancer had spread to other parts of his 
body. Luckily, it hadn’t, but he underwent 

eight weeks of chemotherapy and radiation 
treatment.

“Because of my age and because it was a little 
infi ltrated and deeper into the tissue, they felt it 
was best to be aggressive and use chemotherapy 
and radiation,” Malkow said.

Malkow underwent surgery Oct. 4. His surgeon, 
Dr. James Maloney of UW Health, removed the 
lower esophagus and replaced it with a tubular 
conduit created from his stomach. 

“� e stomach is basically a grocery bag, and you 
fi ll it up two times a day with food,” Maloney said. 
“When there is esophageal cancer, you need to 
replace the esophagus and most often, we need to 
remove the upper part of the stomach for a good 
clearance of the cancer.”

Maloney made a narrow tube out of the 
stomach part known as the greater curvature, 
disconnected the lower esophagus, pulled the 
tube of the stomach to the chest and connected it 
to the remaining esophagus. 
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Barrett’s esophagus is 
the precursor to esoph-
ageal cancer, but symp-
toms may not occur un-
til a person reaches his 
or her 50s, said Dr. John 
Williams, a UW Health 
gastroenterologist. The 
cancer develops over 
time from acid refl ux 
caused by the intake of 
caff eine, tobacco and al-
cohol and consumption 
of spicy, acidic foods. 
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New duplexes
now available!

Call today for
a personal tour.

A "Life Lease" Community
• Quality new construction 2 bedroom.

• Interior and exterior maintenance provided.

• 2 bath ranch duplex homes for 55 and older.

• Enjoy a carefree lifestyle with assured access to

 Fairhaven's multiple levels of senior care.

• Optional dining services

• Health & social services

• Faith based programs

• Activities and events

• Exercise and recreation

• Laundry & housekeeping

• Transportation services

• 24 hour nurse staffi ng

• Utilities & cable   

 included
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Senior Apartments!


