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True to their commencement theme, the 
Fort Atkinson High School Class of 2021 will 
be embarking on a “road trip, (and) movin’ on.”

After months of uncertainty while shuttered 
up at home, learning remotely on a laptop, their 
big moment, at long last, arrived: Graduation 
Day.

A total of 231 seniors, donning cap and gown, 
paraded across the stage Sunday afternoon to 
pick up their diplomas in the FAHS Premier-
Bank Gymnasium. The national anthem was 
performed by Chamber Chorale seniors and 
the processional was directed by Justin Steger.

The in-person ceremony was attended by up 
to four family members/friends of each gradu-
ating senior.

School officials managed to have this year’s 
133rd commencement ceremony be as close to 
“normal” as safely possible, emerging from the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Still, facial coverings were 
worn as a protective measure.

In giving the welcome, senior class Co-Presi-
dent Cory Pfeifer told his fellow classmates they 
were seniors, on the verge of moving on in life.

“It’s wild to me that in a few short months, 
we’ll all be in difference places,” Pfeifer said. 
“Some of us are staying home, some of us are 
going to college, some of us overseas. We knew 
this moment was coming, but we didn’t realize 

Fort High School grads will be  
taking a ‘road trip, movin’ on’

TOP: Fort Atkinson High School senior Lauren Haas receives a big hug from 
her mother Lisa Haas, who serves as administrative assistant to the district 
administrator, after being presented with her diploma and gold cord for aca-
demic scholarship. High school Principal Dan Halvorsen looks on.

ABOVE: Student speakers Ava Kleman, Aidan McDonough and Madison 
Miles speak before a packed gymnasium Sunday at the Fort Atkinson High 
School Class of 2021 graduation.

Ceremony took place in  
high school gym on Sunday
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JEFFERSON — In a Friday 
ceremony, the Jefferson County 
Health Department recognized 
the hardships and losses that the 
COVID-19 pandemic brought in 
the local area, including around 
134 lives lost to the disease.

At the same time, the health 
department’s COVID-19 task 
force celebrated the communi-
ty’s resilience and the incredible 
efforts invested by health care 
workers, community health offi-
cials and others to fight, treat and 
prevent the disease in the local 
area.

The ceremony, held outdoors 
at Jefferson County Fair Park, 
included the dedication of a new 
piece of artwork touching on the 
community’s grief, resilience, 
hope and the memory of those 
who have passed away from 
COVID-19.

The colorful, flowing paint-
ing, by Robin Chamberlain Swee-
ney, features a woman whose 
hair and dress are blowing in the 
wind, with an eagle flying free 
behind and a river in the fore-
ground, in which can be seen the 
figures of cardinals, represent-
ing the spirits of those who have 
passed watching over loved ones 

COVID-19 ceremony mourns 
losses, celebrates resilience

Pam Chickering Wilson
At Jefferson’s County’s COVID-19 memorial and resilience 
ceremony Friday, epidemiologist Samroz Jakvani, who has 
been working with the Jefferson County Health Depart-
ment throughout the pandemic, talks about the impact 
the coronavirus has had on area communities.

By Steve Sharp

Adams Publishing Group

WAUKESHA — A judge determined 
Friday that a five-day jury trial will be 
scheduled for a 23-year-old Ixonia 
man charged with being a party to 
first-degree reckless homicide, reck-
less endangerment of safety and four 
counts of obstructing an officer, fol-
lowing the Dec. 13, 2019 opioid-related 
death of Sylvia J. Kush in the Town of 
Merton.

In April, Tucker Rain Zimmerman, 
of N371 Lincoln Road, Ixonia, entered 
pleas of not guilty to the charges in 
front of Waukesha County Circuit 
Court Judge Paul Bugenhagen. Bugen-
hagen Friday afternoon ordered that 
the trial be set.

Zimmerman is accused of murder 
in the death of Kush, who was then his 
girlfriend of about two months. Also 
charged in Kush’s death is a Milwau-
kee man, Anthony Ball.

Zimmerman and Ball are charged 
with providing Fentanyl that was 
ingested by Kush. She later died of an 
overdose of the strong, opioid drug at 
her parents’ home in the Town of Mer-
ton.

The Waukesha County Medical 
Examiner’s Office determined the 
cause of Kush’s death to be acute Fet-
anyl and Alprazolam intoxication. 
According to WebMD, Alprazolam is 
used to treat anxiety and panic disor-
ders.

According to a criminal complaint 
on file at the Waukesha County Court-
house, Kush ingested the drugs that 
eventually killed her Dec. 12, 2019 
and died in a bedroom at her parents’ 
house, with Zimmerman and her par-
ents present, early Dec. 13, 2019.

After the incident, Zimmerman 
was interviewed repeatedly by Wauke-
sha County law enforcement person-
nel about the events of the evening of 
Kush’s death. Those interviews, along 
with other evidence, including cell 
phone records, allowed the county to 
issue the charges against Zimmerman 
and Ball for their alleged involvement.

If convicted on the homicide charge 
alone, Zimmerman could face 40 years 
in prison and a fine of $100,000.

Waukesha County court records 
indicate that, in that county, Zimmer-
man currently has three other open 
criminal cases. These include charges 
of theft, burglary, motor vehicle theft, 
and possession of narcotic drugs and 
drug paraphernalia.

Homicide 
trial set for 
Ixonia man

TOWN OF CENTER (AP) — The 
Rock County Sheriff ’s Office said it’s 
investigating what it calls the “com-
plex, violent death” of an elderly 
woman.

Deputies were dispatched to a res-
idence in the Town of Center about 
5:30 a.m. Monday after getting a 911 
call from a relative who went to check 
on the woman. The victim was found 
dead in the garage.

Another relative in the house who 
was unaware the 911 call was made was 
taken to the sheriff ’s office for ques-
tioning as a person of interest in the 
case.

The sheriff ’s office said it considers 
this an isolated incident with no ongo-
ing threat to the community.

Death of  
elderly woman 
investigated in 

Rock County
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